Section III
SPONSORS' SECTION
This section of the handbook is a collection of different sponsors’ approaches to preparation.
We hope some will be useful to you. In the first year of trying to incorporate GEMUN into the
routine of a school year, even trained and experienced teachers have sometimes stumbled over
unfamiliar terminology, experienced other difficulties and wondered if this was really possible at all.
Just making it through the first year, and seeing the students finally assume the role of delegate has
been enough to convince most that this program is definitely worth all the effort.

THE SPONSORS' ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES
A sponsor for a GEMUN delegation has a very special and multifaceted role to play
throughout the year. The first and most familiar role is as teacher, to educate delegates in the many
areas in which they need to expand their knowledge.
Another, perhaps less comfortable, role the GEMUN sponsor must play is as support for the
students in gaining independence needed for success. Delegates, as well as the Secretariat (many
of whom are rather inexperienced also), are learning on-the-job. Growing into leadership positions
often includes mistakes and awkward moments which the adult sponsors and parents must stand
by and watch without interfering.

GEMUN CODE OF CONDUCT FOR SPONSORS/PARENTS
1. Chairpeople are in charge in Committees at all times. Adults may not interfere in any way with
delegate or Chair activities during the time a committee is in session. If there is any question, ask
GEMUN Staff, DO NOT approach the Chair. If interference occurs and persists, the Chair may use
their discretion to ask that individual to leave the committee.
2. Sponsors must PICK UP AND HOLD ALL DELEGATES' CELL PHONES during sessions.
3. Sponsors must ensure their students follow GEMUN rules at all times on campus. Sponsors need
to remain with their delegates as much as possible, especially during lunchtime.
4. NO FOOD OR DRINKS allowed in committee rooms. Lunches brought from outside are the
responsibility of the adults with the group, and must NOT be with delegates in committees.
5. All participants (adult sponsors and all delegates) are expected to be present for the ENTIRE
CONFERENCE -- see hours on the Calendar and Agenda.
6. All schools/groups are required to have at least one adult representative on premises at all times.
The GEMUN Staff may need to contact the representative in case of emergency. (Give a cell
number at Registration and keep it updated in the Info Center, if that phone leaves campus.)
I understand and agree with the above Code of Conduct.
Sponsor/Parent's Signature____________________________________________________
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THE ROLE OF THE COORDINATING STAFF

The GEMUN Coordinating Staff are here to help in every way possible, both during preparation
and at the conference. The handbook and workshops cover mostly everything for preparation; but we
realize questions might arise which are not addressed, and there is very much troubleshooting needed
during the conference. We are here to help.
Please feel free to contact us at any time. (email: gemunstaff@gmail.com, ph: 817-819-7081)

PREPARATION TIPS FROM GEMUN CHAIRS

1. Have your delegates rehearse reading their resolutions aloud before they come to GEMUN.
2. Make sure each delegate understands all the words in their resolution.
3. Remember that you can't help your delegates debate during GEMUN. Help them ahead of time.
4. Practice role-playing your countries within your group, before GEMUN.
5. Help the delegates research their country's position on ALL topics in their committees.
6. Teach them to project their voice, loud enough for a person at the back of the room to hear. (p 28)

AT THE FINAL CONFERENCE

WHAT TO EXPECT AT REGISTRATION

There are four separate Registration Tables for four different groups: 'Sponsors Register
Here' is where the group's Sponsor signs in, while one delegate for each country signs in at the table
marked 'Ambassadors Register Here,' and receives the country's Packet, with a nametag for each
delegate and a packet of resolutions for each committee. The 'Pages Register Here' and 'Observers
Register Here' tables are where anyone else who comes with your group registers.
All tables are open for registration at once. A representative from your group needs to check in at
each appropriate table as soon as possible upon arrival.

LUNCH

The campus food vendor has planned lunch so it can be as efficient as possible for everyone. An
email with details about menu, cost and detailed guidelines goes out in early Spring. Fees are prepaid
by check before the conference, so the caterer can purchase enough food. Lunch tickets are included
in the sponsor's Registration packet.
All committees are dismissed at the same time for lunch. Sponsors remain in the lunch area with
their students during the entire lunch period. Anyone not buying lunch tickets is fully responsible for
their own lunches. No one is ALLOWED to bring lunches into committees. Adults are responsible
to keep the lunches, distribute them at lunch and eat with delegates in the GEMUN designated lunch
area. All delegates must return to committee on time after lunch period ends.

IMPORTANT: ADULT INVOLVEMENT IN COMMITTEE ACTIVITY

1. Committee delegates and Chairpersons are in complete charge of the actions of the committee.
Chairpeople have authority over the actions in the committee.
2. No adult should be involved in caucusing between nations.
3. If there is a need to report behavior of a Chairperson or other member of the Secretariat, go to the
Staff/Information Center or the Secretary-General.

WHO ARE 'OBSERVERS'?

Observers are guests who are with participating groups, or who are interested in watching
GEMUN in action in order to be able to participate in the future. All Observers must go by the Code
of Conduct on page 8, and younger observers must be accompanied by an adult at all times.
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Sample letter given to all sponsors at registration.

GLOBAL ELEMENTARY MODEL UNITED NATIONS
6005 Royaloak Drive, Arlington, TX 76016, U.S.A. ph--(817)654-1018

GEMUN

Welcome to GEMUN XXIX!

e-mail -- gemunstaff@gmail.com
We b P a g e - - http://www.gemun.org

Friday, May 11, 2018

• FIRST, PLEASE DO THREE THINGS:
1. PICK UP AND HOLD ALL DELEGATES’ CELL PHONES, RIGHT NOW, DURING REGISTRATION. NO
CELL PHONE use by delegates in committee rooms! (If you need a bag to put them in, ask at Registration table.)
2. Please ﬁll out the slip you were given and the ‘Delegates’ Names Sheets’ CAREFULLY -- the accuracy of award
certiﬁcates your group receives depends on the spelling and READABILITY of the names on these sheets.
3. READ the entirety of this letter carefully, and be sure you understand every point.
AFTER completing the above three requests, take the Delegates’ Names Sheets back to the Sponsors’
Registration table to have them approved, and ONLY THEN sign for and pick up your Sponsor folder.

• Contents of your folder:

1. A map of the GEMUN conference on campus, with locations of committees and all designated GEMUN areas
(GEMUN participants MUST STAY within these areas of the campus),
2. A list of the Countries and Schools represented this year,
3. An Agenda,
4. An Early Registration Form for next year,
5. Your lunch tickets, if you ordered the catered lunch. Tickets are marked Friday and Saturday. These tickets are
like cash, if one is lost, it CANNOT BE REPLACED!
6. Participation Certiﬁcates -- for both the school/group and delegates, and a GEMUN seal to put on each one (there
are extras of both in the Info Center, if you make a mistake while ﬁlling them out, so PLEASE do this sometime
at the conference, don’t wait until we’ve all gone home),
7. Sponsors’ name badges -- EVERYONE needs to wear a badge the ENTIRE time we are on campus (on BOTH
days), so we can all be easily identiﬁed as being with GEMUN. PLEASE DO NOT LOSE your nametag. Come to
the Info Center immediately if it is missing. **NOTE** If someone comes as your guest, they MUST register as
an OBSERVER, to receive a badge.

• VERY IMPORTANT, please be sure everyone in your group is aware:
• OBSERVER SEATING (also INCLUDES SPONSORS) is very LIMITED in UNICEF and FAO.
• NO FOOD OR DRINKS (except water) ALLOWED IN COMMITTEE ROOMS FOR ANY REASON.
• NO DELEGATES ALLOWED back into any committee buildings DURING LUNCH. Please STAY WITH
YOUR KIDS during the entire lunch break. During lunch use ONLY the RESTROOMS in Building C (the
building where Registration and Opening Ceremonies are held).
• All groups are responsible to be present for all GEMUN activities within the hours on the Agenda. No one can
leave early.
• Adults are not allowed to interfere in delegate or Chair activities when the committee is in session. If you see
something needing attention or have a question, ask GEMUN Staff for help.
All groups are REQUIRED to have at least one adult on premises during the conference. The cell number you
give us at Registration is in case of emergency. If there are messages for your group at any time during the
conference, this number will be called. If this number changes for any reason, please come by the Information
Center to make the change.
The GEMUN Staff are available in the Information Center and halls during the conference, to answer questions.
(GEMUN Staff all have orange badges, Peacekeepers wear light blue caps.) For GEMUN Security to be effective,
everyone’s help is required. Thanks very much for your commitment and hard work this year.
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HOSTING A PRACTICE SESSION
1. Sign up around the time of the second Delegate Workshop, or contact GEMUN staff to have your
school added to the April Practice Session Calendar. We will try to match you with at least one
Secretariat member, who will be asked to volunteer to head the Practice Session at your school (if
you are within reasonable driving distance). Saturday morning from 9 - 12 is usually the best time.
2. Confirm a meeting place to hold the session (library, a classroom, etc.). Rooms needed: one
room large enough to hold everyone expected (we will ask for rsvps after sending out an email
announcement), plus two or three smaller break-out rooms (no more than 25 per room) into which
the group can be divided.
3. Place signs on the entrances of your building informing the visiting students where the practice
session is being held or have students from your school waiting at each entrance to greet and direct
the visitors to the sessions.
4. IMPORTANT: Have a copier available and ready to use to copy resolutions.
5. Provide refreshments for the students and sponsors at the break mid-morning. Food should not be
put out until break time, please.

IMPORTANT: GEMUN PAGE SYSTEM INFO
FOR GEMUN SPONSORS
ADULTS BRINGING PAGES TO GEMUN
CONTACT THE PAGE MANAGER (Gloria Crook: gcrook9@gmail.com) with questions.
Gloria will send out an email after the 2nd Workshop, requesting a response from those
intending to bring pages. Don't send names of pages before this request. Responses to this email will
be put on a mailing list, and Gloria will contact you to get names and other information needed to
put together the list of pages for the conference.
Main criteria found to be necessary regarding bringing pages:
1. All pages need to be able to work ALL DAY BOTH DAYS of the conference. They can't arrange
to leave early, or for a substitute on the second day.
2. Each page needs to be mature enough to work with the Processor in the committee assigned and
not require the constant presence of an adult from their school or family in the room.
3. They need to be able to read well enough to easily read all country names.
PAGE SYSTEM PROCEDURE
1. The Page System is used when Delegates from various Countries communicate with others either
in the same Committee, or in other Committees. Processors will have a designated Mail Envelope
to hold any mail to another committee. Pages must not carry mail without this Envelope. Pages
also run errands to the Information Center for Committee typing, etc.
2. When a Committee is in session, Delegates hold notes up for the Pages to bring to the Processor.
The Processor is in charge of deciding whether or not the content is GEMUN business, presented
in the accepted format.
3. First, the notes must be LEGIBLE! Inappropriate notes will not be delivered. Any notes which are
personal, written on scraps of paper, or incorrectly addressed are considered inappropriate. English is the official language of GEMUN, and all notes must be in English only.
4. If the note is in good form, the Processor helps the Page see to which Country it is addressed, and
it is delivered by the Page. If it goes to another Committee, it is sent to the Information Center
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(cont.)

with the Page, who puts it in the mailbox of the Committee to which it is addressed. Mail FOR
the committee, from other committees, will be picked up from the mailbox in the Information
Center and brought back to the committee Processor, who will sort it and have the Pages deliver
the messages to the delegates to whom they are addressed.
5. If there is material to be typed, it is sent with a special colored-paper-form attached (see below) to
the Information Center and put in the appropriate box. (The Committee Chair or Co-Chair are in
control of this process.)
6. PAGES will be Registered to work in a specific Committee. This assignment is not subject to
change by anyone except the GEMUN Page Manager.
7. The Processor must have a cell-phone number to contact a designated person on campus for each
Page, in case a Page needs specific attention, and to meet the Page for lunch. The cell phone number will be given to the GEMUN Page Manager at Registration.
8. Processors will have a Committee Designated Mail Envelope for any mail to leave the committee
room. Pages must NOT carry mail without the Mail Envelope or take it into a restroom.
NOTES BETWEEN DELEGATES (WHITE PAPER)
Every message must be on the white printed note paper supplied by GEMUN. (It is available
from the Page Processor in all committees.) In the past, back and forth notes have become so sloppy
that they can't be read or delivered, so we are trying this system to see if it helps our Processors and
Pages. No scratched-out addresses will be accepted.
ONE reply can be sent on the same sheet of note paper, if it is in the same committee. If
there is more to exchange, a new piece of note paper needs to be used.
If a reply is needed between committees, use a new piece of note paper.
This is printed on the outside of the note paper:
FROM: Committee_______________________
Country_______________________________________
TO: Committee_______________________

The communication inside will be the message from
one delegate to another.
Processors send Pages on frequent trips to the Information Center to deliver and pick up mail. Any messages for the
Staff which are sent to the Information Center will be delivered
if it is clear who they are from, and to whom they go.

Country_______________________________________

RESEARCH REQUESTS (colored paper)
First, please have delegates do as much research BEFORE the conference as possible, and
bring it, because there is no way that the Info Center staff or the Chairpeople have enough time to do
all the research for everyone. But, if they still need some research from the internet for a new business resolution, an amendment, or debating, they can send a request to the Information Center.
Yellow Research Request Forms can be obtained from the Chairperson. The Form needs to
be filled out and returned to the Co-Chair who will approve and send it. The Co-Chair will make the
decision whether or not the Request is URGENT and, if so, will attach an orange strip. URGENT
Research Requests will be given special priority as much as possible. All other research (ROUTINE)
is on yellow paper only. ALL research should be for specific information and NOT require printing
multiple pages.

NOTE: Use of laptops and other electronics are not allowed in Committees
for any purpose.
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(Submitted by a sponsor, to give you an example of what you might choose to do. Modify as needed.)

Dear Parents,

A sample letter to parents:

Your child will be participating in a very exciting program this year: Global Elementary Model
United Nations (G.E.M.U.N.). Along with the opportunity to participate in this unique program
comes responsibility and commitment.
Students will be taught the history, purpose, and workings of the United Nations. They will research
the history, culture and official positions of our chosen country. They will research, write and debate
resolutions designed to solve global problems. The highlight of the program will be participation in
the GEMUN Conference at Brookhaven College (Dallas) on ______________. Here they will participate through role-play as a delegate from __________. Your class fee of $35.00 covers the cost
of the required handbook and Conference participation. An additional $5.00 will be paid during the
spring semester to cover the costs of creating the country display for the Conference.
The preparation for the final program will be done primarily at school, but some special sessions are
necessary to fully prepare the students. The dates for these are TBA and will be announced as soon
as possible. Some will be held in Dallas at Mountain View College and the location of others will
depend on schools volunteering to host practice sessions in April. These usually last from 9 a.m.-12
p.m. on a Saturday morning. Attendance is required.
Statement of Commitment
I have carefully read the above. ______________________________________ has my permission
to participate in the G.E.M.U.N. program.
Requirements
Each participant must:
• Participate in a cooperative manner.
• Do weekly homework assignments.
• Attend all outside workshops.
• Write reports, a position paper & a resolution by given deadlines.
• Bring work to class already printed; do not send electronically.
• Represent the chosen country to the best of his/her ability.
Signatures
Student: ______________________________________________ Date: ____________________
Parent: _______________________________________________ Date: ____________________
Suggested Class Materials
1" to 1 1/2 " white binder with clear envelope front
Dividers marked: Topic Research, Country Info, Papers
74

Seventy Ways the United Nations Makes a Difference
Used courtesy Department of Public Information, United Nations

(http://www.un.org/un70/en/content/70ways)

The President of the General Assembly, Miroslav Lajčák, said the Organization has entered an era of
“UN reform,” and in that context urged everyone to remember its common aim: “A UN that is fit for
purpose, which can offer non-violent solutions to global challenges.”
“The longer it takes to respond to a major development or crisis, the higher the chance of violence
being seen as the only answer,” he stated, at an event to mark the International Day of Non-Violence.
Mr. Lajčák recalled the words of Mahatma Gandhi, born October 2, 148 years ago, that “nothing
enduring can be built on violence” and said that whether it be called sustainable development,
transformative change or a better world to live in, none of it is possible through violence.
“The United Nations must act as a constant reminder of this. It must not only work through nonviolence – but it must inspire others to do so too,” he said.
The United Nations was established, in the aftermath of a devastating war, to help stabilize
international relations and give peace a more secure foundation.
Here is a sampling of what the United Nations and its component bodies have accomplished since
1945, when the world Organization was founded.

Peace and Security

1. Maintaining Peace and Security
By sending 69 peacekeeping and observer missions to the world’s trouble spots over the past six decades, the
United Nations has been able to restore calm, allowing many countries to recover from conflict. There are
now 16 peacekeeping operations around the world, carried out by some 125,000 brave men and women from
120 countries who go where others can’t or won’t go.
2. Making Peace
Since the 1990s, many conflicts have been brought to an
end either through UN mediation or the action of third
parties acting with UN support. Recent examples include
Sierra Leone, Liberia, Burundi, the north-south conflict in
the Sudan and Nepal. Research credits UN peacemaking,
peacekeeping and conflict prevention activities as a major
factor behind a 40-per cent decline in conflict around
the world since the 1990s. UN preventive diplomacy
and other forms of preventive action have defused many
potential conflicts. In addition, 11 UN peace missions
in the field address post-conflict situations and carry out
peacebuilding measures.
3. Consolidating peace
The United Nations Peacebuilding Commission supports
peace efforts in countries emerging from conflict. It brings
together international donors, international financial
(cont.)

"Non-Violence"
A gift from the Government of Luxembourg presented to
the United Nations in 1988. It consists of a large replica
in bronze of a 45-calibre revolver, the barrel of which is
tied into a knot. It was created in 1980 as a peace symbol
by artist Karl Fredrik Reutersward, and is located in the
Visitor's Plaza, facing First Avenue at 45th Street.
16 December 2005 United Nations, New York
Photo # 107449
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institutions, governments and troop-contributing countries, helps marshal resources, and proposes actions for
peacebuilding and recovery. The United Nations Peacebuilding Fund supports 222 projects in 22 countries by
delivering fast and flexible funding.
4. Preventing Nuclear Proliferation
For over five decades, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has served as the world’s nuclear
inspector. IAEA experts work to verify that safeguarded nuclear material is used only for peaceful purposes.
To date, the Agency has safeguards agreements with more than 180 States.
5. Clearing Landmines
The United Nations helps to clear landmines in some 30 countries or territories, including Afghanistan,
Colombia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Libya and the Sudan. Landmines kill or maim thousands
of civilians every year. The UN also teaches people how to stay out of harm's way, helps victims to become
self-sufficient, assists countries in destroying stockpiled landmines and advocates for full international
participation in treaties related to landmines.
6. Supporting Disarmament
The United Nations pursues global disarmament and arms limitation as central to peace and security. It works
to reduce and eventually eliminate nuclear weapons, destroy chemical weapons, strengthen the prohibition
against biological weapons, and halt the proliferation of landmines, small arms and light weapons. UN
treaties are the legal backbone of disarmament efforts: the Chemical Weapons Convention has been ratified
by 190 States, the Mine-Ban Convention by 162 and the Arms Trade Treaty by 69. At the local level, UN
peacekeepers often work to implement disarmament agreements between warring parties. In El Salvador,
Sierra Leone, Liberia and elsewhere, this has entailed demobilizing combat forces as well as collecting and
destroying their weapons as part of an overall peace agreement.
7. Combating Terrorism
Governments coordinate their counter-terrorism efforts through the United Nations. In 2006, they adopted at
the UN the first-ever global strategy to counter terrorism. UN agencies and programmes have helped countries
to put in practice the global strategy, providing legal assistance and promoting international cooperation
against terrorism. The UN has also put in place a legal framework to combat terrorism. Fourteen global
agreements have been negotiated under UN auspices, including treaties against hostage-taking, aircraft
hijacking, terrorist bombings, terrorism financing and nuclear terrorism.
8. Preventing genocide
The United Nations brought about the first-ever treaty to combat genocide—acts committed with the intent to
destroy a national, ethnical, racial or religious group. The 1948 Genocide Convention has been ratified by 146
States, which commit to prevent and punish actions of genocide in war and in peacetime. The UN tribunals
for Yugoslavia and Rwanda, as well as UN-supported courts in Cambodia, have put would-be genocide
perpetrators on notice that such crimes would no longer be tolerated. The Holocaust and the United Nations
Outreach Programme seeks to remind the world of the lessons to be learnt from the Holocaust in order to help
to prevent future acts of genocide. The Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide
monitors dangerous situations, brings them to the attention of the Secretary-General and the Security Council,
and recommends action.
9. Combating Sexual Violence in Conflict
Rape has increasingly been used as a weapon of war. An estimated 60,000 women were raped during the
civil war in Sierra Leone (1991-2002), up to 60,000 in the former Yugoslavia (1992-1995), up to 250,000
during the genocide in Rwanda (1994), more than 40,000 in Liberia (1989-2003) and at least 200,000 in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo since 1998. Sexual violence has characterized conflicts from Afghanistan
to Iraq and from Somalia to Syria. The Secretary-General’s Special Representative on Sexual Violence in
Conflict has helped countries develop and implement laws that criminalize wartime rape and end impunity for
(cont.)
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perpetrators; helped countries devise programmes that assist victims to rebuild their lives; provided training
for police officers, prosecutors and judges so they are better equipped to address such crimes; and supported
the development of specialized units of female police officers that investigate allegations of wartime rape.

Economic Development

10. Promoting Development
The United Nations has devoted its attention and resources to promoting living standards and human skills
and potential throughout the world. Since 2000, this work has been guided by the Millennium Development
Goals. Virtually all funds for UN development assistance come from contributions donated by countries. For
instance, the UN Development Programme (UNDP), with staff in 170 countries, supports more than 4,800
projects to reduce poverty, promote good governance, address crises and preserve the environment. The UN
Children's Fund (UNICEF) works in more than 150 countries, primarily on child protection, immunization,
girls' education and emergency aid. The UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) helps
developing countries make the most of their trade opportunities. The World Bank provides developing
countries with loans and grants, and has supported more than 12,000 projects in more than 170 countries since
1947.
11. Alleviating Rural Poverty
The International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) provides low-interest loans
and grants to very poor rural people. Since 1978,
IFAD has invested more than $15 billion, helping
more than 430 million women and men to grow and
sell more food, increase their incomes and provide
for their families. Currently IFAD supports more
than 240 programmes and projects in 147 countries.
12. Focusing on African Development
Africa continues to be a high priority for the United
Nations. In 2001, African Heads of State adopted
the continent’s own plan, the New Partnership
for Africa’s Development, which the General
Assembly endorsed in 2002 as the main framework
for channelling international support to Africa.
The continent receives 36 per cent of UN system
expenditures for development, the largest share
among the world’s regions. All UN agencies have
special programmes to benefit Africa.

Hanbit Vocational Centre in Bor, South Sudan
The Republic of Korea Horizontal Military Engineering
Company (HMEC) serving with the United Nations Mission in
South Sudan (UNMISS) opened the Hanbit Vocational Centre
in Bor in April 2016 in order to develop a base for a selfsustained economy in South Sudan. Since then Korean experts
have been teaching 6 different subjects. After a 12 week
programme the students graduate as welders, builders, bakers,
electricians, carpenters or farmers.
A programme participant (right) learns carpentry with training
from a Korean peacekeeper.
18 July 2018 Bor, South Sudan Photo # 771270

13. Promoting Women's Well-being
UN Women (www.unwomen.org) is the UN organization dedicated to gender equality and the empowerment
of women. A global champion for women and girls, UN Women seeks to accelerate progress on meeting their
needs worldwide. UN Women supports countries as they set global standards for achieving gender equality,
and works with governments and civil society to design laws, policies, programmes and services needed to
implement these standards. It stands behind women’s equal participation in all aspects of life, focusing on
increasing women’s leadership and participation; ending violence against women; engaging women in all
aspects of peace and security; enhancing women’s economic empowerment; and making gender equality
central to national development planning and budgeting.
14. Laying the Groundwork for Business
The United Nations is good for business. It has provided the “soft infrastructure” for the global economy by
negotiating universally accepted technical standards in such diverse areas as statistics, trade law, customs
(cont.)
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procedures, intellectual property, aviation, shipping and telecommunications, facilitating economic activity
and reducing transaction costs. It has laid the groundwork for investment in developing economies by
promoting stability and good governance, battling corruption and urging sound economic policies and
business-friendly legislation.
15. Supporting Industry
The UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) serves as a “matchmaker” for North-South and
South-South industrial cooperation, promoting entrepreneurship, investment, technology transfer and costeffective and sustainable industrial development. It helps countries to manage the process of globalization
smoothly and to reduce poverty.
16. Fighting Hunger
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAO) leads global efforts to defeat hunger. The goal of
universal food security —where people everywhere have regular access to enough high-quality food to lead
active, healthy lives—is at the heart of its work. FAO acts as a neutral forum, where all nations meet as equals
to negotiate agreements and debate policy. FAO also helps developing countries to modernize and improve
agriculture, forestry and fisheries practices in ways that conserve natural resources and improve nutrition.
17. Improving Global Trade
The UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) has helped developing countries to negotiate
trade agreements and win preferential treatment for their exports. It has negotiated international commodity
agreements to ensure fair prices for developing countries, improved the efficiency of their trade infrastructure
and helped them to diversify their production and to integrate into the global economy.
18. Promoting Economic Reform
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank have helped many countries to improve their
economic management, provided temporary financial assistance to countries to help ease balance-of-payment
difficulties and offered training for government finance officials.
19. Supporting Civil Aviation
UN agencies have been responsible for setting standards for aviation and shipping. The International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO) serves as the forum for cooperation in all fields of civil aviation. It sets
standards and regulations for the safety, security, efficiency and environmental soundness of air travel.
International aviation is the first industry sector with global goals of stabilizing carbon emissions at 2020
levels and achieving a 2 per cent annual increase in fuel efficiency. ICAO has contributed to making air
travel the safest mode of transportation. In 1947, when 21 million travelled by air, 590 were killed in aircraft
accidents; in 2013, the number of deaths was 173 out of 3.1 billion airline passengers.
20. Improving Shipping
The International Maritime Organization (IMO) has helped to make the seas cleaner and shipping—which
serves about 90 per cent of global trade—safer and more secure. IMO measures cover all aspects of
international shipping—including ship design, construction, equipment, manning, operation and disposal.
With the help of IMO, ship losses have fallen and fatalities decreased; pollution incidents—including total oil
pollution—are down; and air pollution and pollution from sewage are being addressed. These improvements
are taking place even as the amount of cargo carried by sea continues to increase: the total of goods
transported by ship reached 9.6 billion tons in 2013.
21. Generating Worldwide Commitment in Support of Children
From Afghanistan to Lebanon and from the Sudan to the former Yugoslavia, UNICEF has pioneered the
establishment of “days of tranquillity” and the opening of “corridors of peace” to provide vaccines and other
aid desperately needed by children caught in armed conflict. The Convention on the Rights of the Child has
become law in nearly all countries. Following the 2002 UN special session on children, 190 Governments
(cont.)
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committed themselves to a time-bound set of goals in the areas
of health, education, protection against abuse, exploitation and
violence and the struggle against HIV/AIDS.
22. Turning Slums into Decent Human Settlements
Cities are now home to half of humankind. They are the hub
for much national production and consumption—economic and
social processes that generate wealth and opportunity. But they
also are places of disease, crime, pollution and poverty. In many
cities in developing countries, slum-dwellers number more
than 50 per cent of the population and have little or no access
to shelter, water and sanitation. The UN Human Settlements
Programme (UN-Habitat), with hundreds of projects in some 70
countries, seeks innovative solutions for towns and cities. These
include providing security of tenure for the urban poor, which
is in turn a catalyst for investment in housing and basic services
for the poor.

Special Representative for Children and
Armed Conflict Visits South Sudan
Students attend class at a vocation training
centre in Yambio for former child soldiers and
children associated with the movements. The
students can choose between learning about
construction, tailoring and garment making, or
electricity.
06 September 2018 Yambio, South Sudan
Photo # 773997

23. Providing Local Access to a Global Network
The Universal Postal Union (UPU) facilitates the exchange
of international mail and develops social, cultural and commercial communications between peoples and
businesses with up-to-date postal services and products. The world's 640,000 post offices form one of the
most extensive global networks, facilitating the transfer of information, goods and money. The Internet and
new technologies have opened new opportunities for postal services, especially in the area of e-commerce and
online shopping. Postal services remain a critical bridge between physical, digital and financial operations and
are a key partner for global development.
24. Improving Global Telecommunications
The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) brings together Governments and industry to develop and
coordinate the operation of global telecommunication networks and services. It has coordinated shared use
of the radio spectrum, promoted international cooperation in assigning satellite orbits, worked to improve
telecommunication infrastructure in the developing world and negotiated the global standards that ensure
the seamless interconnection of a vast range of communications systems. From broadband Internet to the
latest-generation wireless technologies, from air and sea navigation to radio astronomy and satellite-based
meteorology, from phone services to TV broadcasting and next-generation networks, ITU is committed to
connecting the world. Its work has helped telecommunications to grow into a $2.1 trillion global industry.
25. Promoting responsible tourism
International tourism arrivals reached 1.1 billion in 2014, generating $1.5 trillion in export earnings. The
World Tourism Organization is the UN agency responsible for the promotion of responsible, sustainable and
universally accessible tourism. It generates market knowledge, promotes competitive and sustainable tourism
policies, fosters tourism education and training, and works to make tourism a tool for development through
technical assistance projects in over 100 countries. Its Global Code of Ethics for Tourism seeks to maximize
the benefits of tourism while minimizing its negative impact.
26. Mobilizing volunteers for development and peace
The United Nations Volunteers (UNV) programme promotes volunteerism to support peace and development
worldwide. Volunteerism can transform the pace and nature of development, and benefits both society and the
individual volunteer. UNV deploys close to 8,000 experienced women and men of nearly 160 nationalities
every year. Working in more than 130 countries, these volunteers support development projects and work in
peacekeeping and humanitarian operations. More than 75 per cent of them come from developing countries,
and about a third work as volunteers in their own countries.
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27. Acting as a Global Think Tank
The United Nations is at the forefront of research that seeks solutions to global problems. The UN Population
Division is a leading source of information and research on global population trends, producing up-todate demographic estimates and projections. The UN Statistics Division is the hub of the global statistical
system, compiling and disseminating global economic, demographic, social, gender, environment and energy
statistics. The United Nations Development Programme’s annual Human Development Report provides
independent, empirically grounded analyses of major development issues, trends and policies, including the
groundbreaking Human Development Index. The United Nations World Economic and Social Survey, the
Word Bank’s World Development Report, the International Monetary Fund's World Economic Outlook and
other studies help policymakers to make informed decisions.

Social Development

28. Improving Literacy and Education
Today 84 per cent of adults can read and write and 91 per cent of children attend primary school. The goal
now is to ensure that by 2015 all children complete a full course of primary school. Programmes aimed at
promoting education and advancement for women helped to raise the global adult female literacy rate to 79.9
per cent in 2011. The next goal is to ensure that by 2015 all girls complete primary and secondary school.
29. Preserving Historic, Cultural, Architectural and Natural Sites
The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has helped 137 countries to protect
ancient monuments and historic, cultural and natural sites. It has negotiated international conventions to
preserve cultural property, cultural diversity and outstanding cultural and natural sites. More than 1,000 such
sites have been designated as having exceptional universal value - as World Heritage Sites.
30. Facilitating Academic and Cultural Exchanges
UNESCO has encouraged scholarly and scientific cooperation,
protection of cultural heritage and promotion of cultural
expression, including for minorities and indigenous people.
The United Nations Academic Impact initiative joins some
1,200 affiliated academic institutions with the United Nations
to further the goals of the Organization through activities and
research carried out in a shared culture of intellectual social
responsibility.
31. Addressing global problems
The United Nations University is a global think tank and
postgraduate teaching organization with 13 research and
training institutes and programmes in 12 countries. It works
with leading universities and research institutes, investigating
issues such as global change and sustainable development,
development governance, and science, technology, innovation
and society. Its postgraduate teaching activities contributes to
capacity building in developing countries.

Victoria Falls, a UNESCO World Heritage Site
Spectacular Victoria Falls, seen from Livingstone,
Zambia. The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage site, which
straddles the border between Zambia and Zimbabwe,
was visited in 2012 by Secretary-General Ban Kimoon.
26 February 2012 Livingstone, Zambia
Photo # 505797

32. Taking the lead on global issues
The first United Nations conference on the environment (Stockholm, 1972) helped to alert world public
opinion on the dangers faced by our planet, triggering action by governments. The first world conference on
women (Mexico City, 1985) put women's right, equality and progress on the global agenda. Other landmark
events include the first international conference on human rights (Teheran, 1968), the first world population
conference (Bucharest, 1974) and the first world climate conference (Geneva, 1979). Those events brought
together experts and policymakers, as well as activists, from around the world, prompting sustained global
action. Regular follow-up conferences have helped to sustain the momentum.

80

Human Rights

33. Promoting Human Rights
Since the General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, the United Nations
has helped to enact dozens of legally binding agreements on political, civil, economic, social and cultural
rights. By investigating individual complaints, the UN human rights bodies have focused world attention
on cases of torture, disappearance, arbitrary detention and other violations, and have generated international
pressure on Governments to improve their human rights records.
34. Fostering Democracy
The United Nations promotes and strengthens democratic institutions and practices around the world,
including by helping people in many countries to participate in free and fair elections. The UN has provided
electoral assistance to more than 100 countries, often at decisive moments in their history. In the 1990s, the
UN organized or observed landmark elections in Cambodia, El Salvador, South Africa, Mozambique and
Timor-Leste. More recently, the UN has provided crucial assistance in elections in Afghanistan, Burundi, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Iraq, Nepal, Sierra Leone and Sudan.
35. Promoting Self-determination and Independence
When the United Nations was established in 1945, 750 million people—almost a third of the world
population—lived in non-self-governing territories dependent on colonial powers. The UN played a role in
bringing about the independence of more than 80 countries that are now sovereign nations.
36. Ending Apartheid in South Africa
By imposing measures ranging from an arms embargo to a convention against segregated sporting events, the
United Nations was a major factor in bringing about the downfall of the apartheid system. In 1994, elections
in which all South Africans were allowed to participate on an equal basis led to the establishment of a
multiracial Government.
37. Promoting Women's Rights
A long-term objective of the United Nations has been to improve the lives of women and empower them to
have greater control over their lives. The UN organized the first-ever World Conference on Women (Mexico
City, 1975), which, together with two World Conferences during the UN Decade for Women (1976-1985) and
the World Conference in Beijing (1995), set the agenda for advancing women's rights and promoting gender
equality. The 1979 UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, ratified
by 189 countries, has helped to promote the rights of women worldwide.
38. Combating violence against women
Thirty-five per cent of women and girls globally experience some form of physical and or sexual violence
in their lifetime. Some 603 million women live in countries in which domestic violence is not considered a
crime. As many as one in four women experience physical or sexual violence during pregnancy. Domestic
violence is still condoned in many societies. To address the problem, UN-Women seeks to engage men and
boys, works with local partners and supports the adoption of laws against domestic and sexual violence. The
United Nations Trust Fund to End Violence against Women has awarded $103 million to 393 initiatives in
136 countries and territories. The global campaign UniTE to End Violence against Women works to raise
awareness and increase political will and resources for ending violence against women and girls.
39. Promoting Decent Work
The International Labour Organization (ILO) has established standards and fundamental principles and rights
for work, including freedom of association, the right to collective bargaining and the abolition of forced
labour, child labour and workplace discrimination. Employment promotion, social protection for all and
strong social dialogue between employers’ and workers’ organizations and Governments are at the core of
ILO activities.
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40. Promoting Press Freedom and Freedom of Expression
To allow all people to obtain information that is free of censorship and culturally diverse, UNESCO has
helped to develop and strengthen the media and supported independent newspapers and broadcasters.
UNESCO also serves as a watchdog for press freedom, and publicly denounces serious violations like the
assassination and detention of journalists.
41. Promoting the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
The United Nations has been at the forefront of the fight for full equality for persons with disabilities,
promoting their participation in social, economic and political life. The UN has shown that persons with
disabilities are a resource for society, and has negotiated the first-ever treaty to advance their rights and
dignity worldwide: the 2006 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which has been ratified by
more than 150 countries.
42. Improving the Plight of Indigenous People
The United Nations has brought to the fore injustices against the 370 million to 500 million indigenous people
who live in some 90 countries and who are among the most disadvantaged and vulnerable groups in the
world. The 16-member Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues works to improve the situation of indigenous
peoples all over the world in development, culture, human rights, the environment, education and health. The
Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples makes proposals on improving indigenous rights.

Environment

43. Seeking solutions to climate change
Climate change is a global problem that demands a global solution. The United Nations has been at the
forefront in assessing the science and forging a political solution. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change, which brings together 2,000 leading climate change scientists, issues comprehensive scientific
assessments every five or six years: in 2007, it concluded
with certainty that climate change was occurring and that
human activities were a primary cause. The 196 members
of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change are
negotiating agreements to reduce emissions that contribute
to climate change and help countries adapt to its effects. The
UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and other UN agencies
have been at the forefront in raising awareness.
44. Helping Countries to Cope with Climate Change
The UN helps developing countries to respond to the
challenges of global climate change. Thirty-nine UN bodies
have formed a partnership to deal comprehensively with
the problem. For instance, the Global Environment Facility,
which brings together 10 UN agencies, funds projects in
developing countries. As the financial mechanism of the
Climate Convention, it allocates about $550 million per year
in projects on new technologies, energy efficiency, renewable
energies and sustainable transportation.

Security Council Considers
Climate-Related Security Risks
Hindou Ibrahim, from the International Indigenous
People Forum on Climate Change, addresses
the Security Council meeting on maintenance
of international peace and security, with a focus
on understanding and addressing climate-related
security risks.
11 July 2018 United Nations, New York
Photo # 768653

45. Protecting the Environment
The United Nations is working to solve global environmental problems. As an international forum for
building consensus and negotiating agreements, the UN is tackling global problems such as ozone layer
depletion, toxic waste, loss of forests and species, and air and water pollution. Unless these problems are
addressed, markets and economies will not be sustainable in the long term, as environmental losses are
depleting the natural capital on which growth and human survival are based.
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46. Protecting the Ozone Layer
The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) have been
instrumental in highlighting the damage caused to Earth's ozone layer. As a result of a treaty known as the
Montreal Protocol, countries have been phasing out chemicals that cause the depletion of the ozone layer and
replacing them with safer alternatives. This will spare millions of people from contracting skin cancer because
of exposure to increased ultraviolet radiation.
47. Providing Safe Drinking Water
During the first UN decade on water (1981-1990), more than a billion people gained access to safe drinking
water for the first time in their lives. By 2002, another 1.1 billion people had clean water. In 2003, the
International Year of Freshwater raised awareness of the importance of protecting this precious resource. The
second international water decade (2005-2015) aims to reduce by half the number of people without a source
of clean drinking water.
48. Tackling Fish Stock Depletion
Ninety per cent of major marine commercial fish stocks are exploited to their sustainable limits or beyond.
FAO monitors global fisheries production and the status of wild fish stocks and works with countries to
improve the management of fisheries, stamp out illegal fishing, promote responsible international fish trade
and protect fragile species and environments.
49. Banning Toxic Chemicals
The Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants seeks to rid the world of some of the most
dangerous chemicals ever created. Ratified by 179 countries, the Convention targets 23 hazardous pesticides
and industrial chemicals that can kill people, damage the nervous and immune systems, cause cancer and
reproductive disorders and interfere with child development. Other UN conventions and action plans help to
preserve biodiversity, protect endangered species, combat desertification, clean up seas and curb cross-border
movements of hazardous wastes.

International Law

50. Prosecuting War Criminals
By prosecuting and convicting war criminals, the UN tribunals established for the former Yugoslavia and
for Rwanda have helped to expand international humanitarian and international criminal law dealing with
genocide and other violations of international law. Both tribunals have contributed to restoring peace and
justice in the affected countries and in the region. The International Criminal Court is an independent
permanent court that investigates and prosecutes persons accused of the most serious international crimes—
genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes—if national authorities are unwilling or unable to do
so. Situations in nine countries have been referred to the Court, which has already established itself as the
centrepiece of the system of international criminal justice. UN-backed courts in Cambodia and Lebanon are
prosecuting those responsible for serious violations of international law, including mass killings and war
crimes.
51. Strengthening International Law
Over 560 multilateral treaties—on human rights, terrorism, global crime, refugees, disarmament, trade,
commodities, the oceans and many other matters—have been negotiated and concluded through the efforts of
the United Nations.
52. Helping to Resolve Major International Disputes
By delivering judgments and advisory opinions, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) has helped to
settle international disputes involving territorial questions, maritime boundaries, diplomatic relations, State
responsibility, the treatment of aliens and the use of force, among others.

83

53. Promoting Stability and Order in the World's Oceans
The United Nations has spearheaded international efforts to regulate the use of the oceans under a single
treaty. The 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, which has gained nearly universal acceptance,
provides the legal framework for all activities in the oceans and seas. The Convention lays down rules on the
rights and duties of coastal and landlocked States—including with regard to navigation, the establishment
of maritime zones, the protection of the marine environment, scientific research and the conservation and
sustainable use of marine life. The treaty includes mechanisms for settling disputes.
54. Combating International Crime
The UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) works with countries and organizations to counter
transnational organized crime by providing legal and technical assistance to fight corruption, moneylaundering, drug trafficking and smuggling of migrants, as well as by strengthening criminal justice systems.
It helps countries to prevent terrorism, it is a leader in the global fight against trafficking in persons and,
together with the World Bank, it helps countries to recover assets stolen by corrupt leaders. It has played a
key role in brokering and implementing relevant international Treaties, such as the UN Convention against
Corruption and the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.
55. Containing the World Drug Problem
The UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) works to reduce the supply of and demand for illicit drugs
under the three main UN conventions on drug control. The Office works with countries to improve public
health, as well as public security, in order to prevent, treat and control drug abuse. Efforts to contain the
global drug problem have reversed a 25-year rise in drug abuse and headed off a pandemic. Nevertheless,
several countries and regions remain vulnerable to the instability caused by drug cultivation and trafficking.
That is why the Office is particularly engaged in drug control in Afghanistan, the Andean countries, Central
Asia, Myanmar and West Africa.
56. Encouraging Creativity and Innovation
The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) promotes the protection of intellectual property rights
and ensures that all countries are in a position to harness the benefits of an effective intellectual property
system. Intellectual property, which at its core is a mechanism designed to recognize and reward inventors and
creators for their ingenuity while safeguarding the public interest, helps to promote development and create
wealth. The incentives built into the intellectual property system act as a spur to human creativity, pushing
forward the boundaries of science and technology and enriching the world of literature and the arts.

Humanitarian Affairs

57. Assisting refugees
More than 60 million refugees fleeing persecution, violence and war have received aid from the Office of the
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) since 1951, in a continuing effort that often involves other
agencies. UNHCR seeks long-term or "durable" solutions by helping refugees repatriate to their homelands, if
conditions warrant, or by helping them to integrate in their countries of asylum or to resettle in third countries.
There are more than 42 million refugees, asylum-seekers and internally displaced persons, mostly women and
children, who are receiving food, shelter, medical aid, education and repatriation assistance from the UN.
58. Aiding Palestinian Refugees
As the global community strives for a lasting peace between Israelis and Palestinians, the UN Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), a relief and human development agency,
has assisted four generations of Palestinian refugees with education, health care, social services, microfinance
and emergency aid. Today, UNRWA provides assistance, protection and advocacy for some 5 million
registered Palestine refugees in the Middle East.
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59. Helping Disaster Victims
When natural disasters and emergencies arise, the UN
coordinates and mobilizes assistance to the victims. Working
together with Governments, the Red Cross/Red Crescent
Movement, major aid organizations and donors, the United
Nations provides much-needed humanitarian assistance. UN
appeals raise several billion dollars a year for emergency
assistance.
60. Reducing the Effects of Natural Disasters
The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has helped to
spare millions of people from the calamitous effects of natural
and man-made disasters. Its early warning system, which
includes thousands of surface monitors, as well as satellites,
has made it possible to predict with greater accuracy weatherrelated disasters, has provided information on the dispersal
of oil spills and chemical and nuclear leaks and has predicted
long-term droughts. It has also allowed for the efficient
distribution of food aid to drought-affected regions.

Security Council Members Visit Rohingya
Refugee Camp in Bangladesh
Members of the Security Council delegation visit
the Kutupalong Refugee camp in Cox's Bazar,
Bangladesh. The camp is currently the world's
largest refugee settlement and hosts around
600,000 refugees.
29 April 2018 Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh
Photo # 759737

61. Providing Food to the Neediest
The World Food Programme (WFP) is the world's largest humanitarian agency, fighting hunger worldwide,
delivering food assistance in emergencies and working with communities to improve nutrition and build
resilience. Each year, WFP assists some 80 million people in around 80 countries, providing food and
nutritional support to the poorest, most under-nourished people and working towards the Global Goal of
Zero Hunger. In 2014, WFP provided school meals or take-home rations for more than 17 million children.
WFP increasingly uses cash-based transfers so that people can buy food for themselves and in 2014 around
9 million people were reached in this way. WFP also provides vital support for the whole humanitarian
community in the fields of aviation, logistics and telecommunications.

Health

62. Promoting Reproductive and Maternal Health
By promoting the right of individuals to make their own decisions on the number and spacing of their children
through voluntary family planning programmes, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has helped
people to make informed choices and given families, especially women, greater control over their lives. As
a result, women in developing countries are having fewer children—from six in the 1960s to three today—
slowing world population growth. Fewer unintended pregnancies also means less maternal death and fewer
abortions. When UNFPA started work in 1969, fewer than 20 per cent of couples practiced family planning;
the number now stands at 63 per cent. UNFPA and its partners also help to provide skilled assistance during
childbirth and access to emergency obstetrical care. UNFPA supports safe motherhood initiatives in more than
90 countries.
63. Responding to HIV/AIDS
The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) coordinates global action against an epidemic
that affects some 35 million people. It works in more than 80 countries to provide universal access to HIV
prevention and treatment services, as well as to reduce the vulnerability of individuals and communities
and alleviate the impact of the epidemic. UNAIDS brings together the expertise of its 11 co-sponsoring UN
organizations.
64. Wiping Out Polio
Poliomyelitis has been eliminated from all but three countries—Afghanistan, Nigeria and Pakistan—as a
result of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative. Thanks to the Initiative, spearheaded by the World Health
(cont.)
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Organization, UNICEF, Rotary International and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, more
than 10 million people are walking who would otherwise have been paralyzed by polio. A disease that once
crippled children in 125 countries is on the verge of being eradicated.
65. Eradicating Smallpox
A 13-year effort by the World Health Organization (WHO)
resulted in smallpox being declared officially eradicated from
the planet in 1980. The eradication has saved an estimated $1
billion a year in vaccination and monitoring, almost three times
the cost of eliminating the scourge itself.
66. Fighting Tropical Diseases
A World Health Organization programme reduced levels of river
blindness (onchocerciasis) in 10 West African countries while
opening up 25 million hectares of fertile land to farming. Today,
the disease is being controlled in 19 more countries under the
African Programme for Onchocerciasis Control. In 1991, efforts
by UN agencies in North Africa led to the elimination of the
dreaded screw worm. Guinea-worm disease is on the verge of
being eradicated, while other diseases, such as leprosy—which
has been eliminated in 119 out of 122 endemic countries—
schistosomiasis and sleeping sickness are now under control.

Imvepi Refugee Settlement in
Arua District, Northern Uganda
A child receives an immunization shot at the
Imvepi settlement. The UN Refugee Agency
(UNHCR) and partners opened a new settlement
area in Arua district, northern Uganda, February
2017, for thousands of refugees arriving from
South Sudan. Imvepi settlement was opened after
Palorinya settlement, opened in December 2016,
rapidly reached its 135,000 hosting capacity.
19 June 2017 Arua District, Uganda
Photo # 726758

67. Halting the Spread of Epidemics
The World Health Organization helped to stop the spread of
severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS). In March 2003, it issued a global alert and emergency travel
advisory, and its leadership helped to stop this new disease, which had the potential to become a worldwide
epidemic. WHO investigates over 200 disease outbreaks each year, 15 to 20 of which require an international
response. Some of the more prominent diseases for which WHO is leading the global response include Ebola,
meningitis, yellow fever, cholera and influenza, including avian influenza.
68. Pressing for Universal Immunization
Immunization saves more than 2 million lives every year. As a result of efforts by the World Health
Organization, UNICEF, other organizations and Governments, an estimated 84 per cent of the world's children
are now vaccinated with the diphtheria-pertussis-tetanus vaccine, up from 20 per cent in 1980. Between 2000
and 2012, measles deaths declined by 78 per cent globally. Barriers to introducing new vaccines are gradually
being overcome, and contacts forged through immunization are being used to provide additional life-saving
assistance, such as insecticide-treated nets to protect against malaria and vitamin A supplements to prevent
malnutrition.
69. Reducing Child Mortality
In 1990, 1 out of 10 children died before they were five years old. Through oral rehydration therapy, clear
water and sanitation and other health and nutrition measures undertaken by UN agencies, child mortality
rates in developing countries had dropped to 1 in 20 by 2013. The goal is now to reduce the 1990 under-five
mortality rate by two thirds by 2015.
70. Protecting Consumers' Health
To ensure the safety of food sold in the marketplace, FAO and the World Health Organization, working with
Member States, have established standards for more than 200 food commodities, safety limits for more than
3,200 food contaminants, and regulations on food processing, transport and storage. Standards on labeling and
description seek to ensure that the consumer is not misled. More food than ever before is travelling the globe,
and the United Nations works to make sure that it is safe.

86

On the following pages is an example of an outline for a year's classwork for GEMUN. This
list of ideas may be helpful. The purpose is to give you ideas which may spark your own creativity.
GEMUN is a tool through which many required basic subjects can be enlivened and renewed in the
interest of your students.

Example Outline for classwork
for the year for GEMUN
GOALS:

1. To acquaint students in elementary and middle school with the United Nations System.
2. To help students become aware of global problems as well as global solutions to those problems.
3. To encourage students to interact and debate about these issues.
4. To introduce students to cultures of other nations.
5. To help students begin to think in terms of international cooperation to solve world problems.

OBJECTIVES:

1. The students will learn the principal organs of the United Nations System and the work of the
specialized agencies.
2. The students will be encouraged to communicate with the U.N. Mission of the country they
represent, and to learn about the position of their country on certain global issues.
3. The students will research to the level of their ability the topics assigned for their committees.
4. The students will each write a resolution based on their research.
5. The students will be given the opportunity to debate with their peers to find solutions for the
problems presented.
6. The students will prepare a display (about their country) for their peers and the general public, to
be part of an exhibit outside the Performance Hall on the final day of the conference. The purpose of
the display will be educational. Each display may have a participatory aspect for observers.

ACTIVITIES:
Stage 1: Nations of the World & the United Nations System
I. Discussion—What is an individual? (Who am I? What is my name? What is my family name?
What is the name of my city? my state? my nation?)
A. What is a nation?
B. What is our nation called?
C. What are some symbols of our nation? (Talk about symbols if necessary: the symbols on our
money, our flag, the seal.)
D. What do we think makes our nation different from other nations? the same as other nations?
E. Try to draw a picture of the world from memory, putting in place the equator, the oceans and
continents, and as many nations as you can include. (After everyone is finished, let them
compare their map with a global map.)
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II. Discussion—The United Nations—the world family of nations
A.What would happen if each person in your family decided they would do only what they
wanted to do for themselves?
B. How do we bring cooperation into the family?
C. Until the United Nations was started, that is what all the nations of the world did—think
mainly of their own interests, not really trying to find a way to cooperate with other nations.
D. Look at a world map of the United Nations. Discuss the different areas of the world with the
students.
E. Make a list of the countries the students are most interested in, asking each student to tell
why.
F. After allowing time for discussion about each nation, ask each student to decide on their top
five choices to role-play.
G. Give each student three votes, and tabulate the top five choices. Send these choices, plus the
registration fee, to the Staff of the Model United Nations.
III. Structure of the United Nations System
A. Using the chart of the United Nations System on page 5, talk about the six principal organs
of the United Nations. If the students are not familiar with the terms, word games may be
appropriate.
B. Matching game to teach Specialized Agencies, other Organizations in the System, and other
United Nations Organs.

Stage 2: Problems of the World

(From now until the conference, watch news programs weekly, if possible, and
find newspaper and magazine articles related to the committee topics.)
I. Discussion—What are some problems families have?
A. How do we handle family problems?
B. What are some world problems?
C. How do we think that we (humanity) can solve these world problems?
D. Which of the Specialized Agencies or other Organs of the United Nations System could
possibly help solve the world problems named?
E. Discussion of the particular topics assigned for each committee by the Secretariat to be
covered in this year’s session.
II. Library trip with the children to find books on the committee topics.
III. Complete Position Paper form provided in the handbook, and mail or email it to the staff
by the deadline. The information is found in all the resources you've accumulated, plus the
Ambassador's speech from the plenary session of the United Nations provided by the staff.
IV. Individual and small group study of resources to begin to define areas of interest shown by the
children. Copy and file articles and pages of particular interest to the children on their topics.
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Stage 3: Study on Assigned Country
I. Library trip with the children to find books on the nation they will be role playing.
II. Study of the nation.
A. One possible general outline (of course you will make your own variations):
* Family living in your country
- how families live (what the homes are like)
+build a model of a village (or city)
+turn one corner of the room into a “house” typical of your country
(furnishings, typical decorations in the homes)
+customs of living (manners, courtesy)
- what the people eat (recipes)
- how the people dress (clothing, jewelry)
- how families take care of babies
* Creative art work
- Visual arts
+brief art history of the country
+drawings or paintings (examples and experiential)
+art and clothing (make outfits of native dress for each 			
participating delegate, if you wish)
+local crafts
- Music and Dance (instruments, and indigenous, ethnic or folk, and modern
dancing)
- Storytelling or folk tales, heroes
- Poetry
* Nature and Science
- natural resources from the country
+crops
+native flora and fauna
+local minerals available
- geographical information
+land formations
+land area types (deserts, mountains, rain forests, etc.)
+temperature variations, weather
* Language(s) of the nation
- brief introduction (counting, hello, thank you, etc.)
- the ambassador may wish to write his/her opening speech to the General 		
Assembly in the native language, and have an “interpreter” accompany
him/her to the podium (but keep the total time within the requested
		limit)
* Games from your country
* Special holidays for your country (you may wish to celebrate one or more during
the year, as it is celebrated in your chosen country)
* Symbols of your country
* Money
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B. Social or cultural groups of people from different countries are located in many urban areas. We
have found these groups very happy to visit schools to help us understand their cultures. Some may
have a center you can visit.
III. Study of the United Nations System (proceeds along with the study of the country)
A. The six main organs
1. The Secretariat
2. The General Assembly, with the Main Committees
3. The Security Council
4. The Trusteeship Council
5. The Economic and Social Council and the Specialized Agencies
6. The International Court of Justice
B. The Specialized Agencies and Programmes
1. Make a list with the children of all of the aspects of the planet (rain forests, weather,
mountains, rivers, oceans, etc.).
2. Make another list of all the aspects of humanity and human relationships (children, the elderly,
people without enough food or housing, education, industry, trade, etc.).
3. Using a list describing the Specialized Agencies and Programmes of the United Nations
System, categorize your lists made in #1 and #2 above.
4. Choose one Specialized Agency, and write to the agency for all available information in
English.
5. Study not only what the chosen Specialized Agency does in “your” country, but also what they
are doing in the rest of the world.
IV. Make a display using the work you have done during the year about your country. This display
can include interactive materials such as worksheets, word games or puzzles, costumes other
children could try on, etc. Display it at school and at the Model United Nations. (See pp. 16-17 for
more on displays.)

Stage 4: Writing Resolutions
I. Identify the problem on which each child would like to write his/her resolution.
A. Using your Position Paper, identify several good ideas for resolutions.
B. Brainstorm with each child or in small groups to help narrow his/her topic.
II. Writing the resolution (IMPORTANT: FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY)
A. Acquaint each student with the section in the Delegate Handbook on resolution writing.
B. Use the preambulatory and operative phrases listed in the Handbook. Help the group write a
resolution together on a topic the group selects.
C. Ask each student to begin on his/her selected topic, using different appropriate phrases, not
the same as in the example.
D. Help the students individually, or in pairs, to polish their work.
E. Type the work or have the students type it. Double check for errors.
F. Send resolutions to the staff by the due date.
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Stage 5: Rules of Procedure
I. Practice occasionally in class after the Rules of Procedure are introduced at the 2nd workshop. If
you are not able to attend the workshop, use the appropriate pages in the handbook.
II. Practice more frequently after your resolutions have been sent to the Secretariat.
III. When you receive the resolutions to be debated at the conference,
A. Practice with those resolutions.
1. Help delegates brainstorm ideas of possible answers to questions that may come up in debate.
2. If any of the resolutions from your school are to be debated, have the whole delegation help
brainstorm possible debate opposition, so all delegates can be as prepared as possible.
3. Help the delegates organize files of the articles collected over the year, to bring to the
conference. These will be of assistance during debate.
B. Negotiate for co-sponsors of your resolutions.
1. If you or the children see another resolution or resolutions in the packet which agree with your
country’s policies, you may want to plan to contact the author early at the conference, to ask
if you can co-sponsor their resolution.

Stage 6: Final Preparations
I. Check to be sure each delegate who wants to wear native dress to the opening ceremonies has it
available.
II. Make finishing touches on your country display.
III. Make sure the ambassador has a speech (about one minute in length) to present to the assembled
delegates during the opening ceremonies.
a. These speeches generally welcome delegates and guests to the assembly and set general policy
for the nation.
b. The ambassador might make a statement about particular problems in his/her nation.
c. He/she could choose to make the speech in the native language but must be accompanied by
a “translator” who immediately translates the speech into English, the official language of
GEMUN, and the total time should still be within requested limit, about one minute.

Stage 7: Culmination—Main Conference
Stage 8: Review the Conference
I. Ask each child or the group as a whole to write:
A. What they thought was very good about the session
B. Anything they thought was not so great
C. Any suggestions they might have to improve the event for the following year (if any of their
suggestions might be helpful, send them to the GEMUN staff, in writing).
II. Discuss with the group what they think they learned during the year, and if they can think of any
way they could have been better prepared.
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GEMUN RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
For additional internet resources, go to http://www.gemun.org/resource.shtml
Below are some of the resources we found helpful in preparation for GEMUN.

The Global Goals for Sustainable Development

In September 2015 World Leaders committed to the Global Goals for Sustainable Development. 17
goals to achieve 3 extraordinary things in the next 15 years.
End extreme poverty. Fight inequality and injustice. Fix climate change.
To realise these Goals everyone, however young they are, needs to take part. So join the movement,
teach young people about the Goals and encourage them to become the generation that changed the world.
http://www.mission2020.global/
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/climate-neutral-now
https://offset.climateneutralnow.org
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics
http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/
http://www.globalgoals.org/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/
Sustainable Development Solutions Network
http://unsdsn.org/

UN News Centre

The official News page of the United Nations -- http://www.un.org/News/

The United Nations Foundation

The United Nations Foundation was started in 1998, after Ted Turner pledged $1 billion to UN
causes. The UN Foundation strengthens and supports the UN and its causes through a blend of advocacy,
grantmaking, and partnerships. http://www.unfoundation.org
The UNWire is a free e-newsletter from the UN Foundation -- excellent source of news about the
whole UN system -- http://www.smartbrief.com/un_wire/

World Statistics Pocketbook

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/publications/pocketbook
The World Statistics Pocketbook, 2018 edition (Series V, No. 41), is the forty-second in a series of annual
compilations of key statistical indicators prepared by the United Nations Statistics Division of the Department
of Economic and Social Affairs. Over 50 indicators have been collected from more than 20 international
statistical sources and are presented in one-page profiles for 30 world geographical regions and over 200
countries or areas of the world.
(continued on next page)
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The Pocketbook is organised into 5 sections; general information, economic indicators, major trading
partners, social indicators, and environmental and infrastructure indicators. The indicators in the profiles cover
the following topics: communication, crime, development assistance, education, energy, environment, finance,
gender, health, international tourism, international trade, labour market, national accounts, population and
migration, price and production indices and science and technology. Free download.

Basic Facts about the United Nations

https://unyearbook.un.org/content/basic-facts-about-united-nations
This comprehensive handbook designed for the general public explains the structure of the United
Nations, how the Organization works, the main issues it addresses and its importance for people everywhere.
In addition to setting out the various roles played by principle UN organs and related organizations, Basic
Facts about the United Nations documents the Organization’s contributions to international peace and
security, economic and social development, human rights, humanitarian action, international law and
decolonization. Appendices contain current data on UN membership and peacekeeping operations, as well as
contact information for UN information centres, services and offices. This latest edition, published in 2017,
has been revised to take account of significant developments in the world and the Organization since 2014.
Release Date: May 2017 | Sales Number: 17.I.2 | Print $20 | pdf $10

UN Dispatch

http://www.undispatch.com/
UN Dispatch is a site providing commentary and coverage on the UN and UN-related issues. UN
Dispatch’s intended purpose is to: Offer thoughtful perspective on the UN and UN-related issues; Provide
factual information about the UN’s work; Fact-check claims and coverage about the UN offered by pundits,
journalists, bloggers and others.

From United Nations Specialized Agencies & Programmes:
UNDP -- Human Development Report

Work for Human Development
http://hdr.undp.org/
In 1990 the first Human Development Report introduced a new approach for advancing human
wellbeing. Human development – or the human development approach - is about expanding the richness of
human life, rather than simply the richness of the economy in which human beings live. It is an approach that
is focused on people and their opportunities and choices.

UN Environment

http://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories
The United Nations Environment Programme (UN Environment) is the leading global environmental
authority that sets the global environmental agenda, promotes the coherent implementation of the
environmental dimension of sustainable development within the United Nations system, and serves as an
authoritative advocate for the global environment.

Momentum for Change | UNFCCC

https://unfccc.int/climate-action/momentum-for-change/
Momentum for Change is an initiative spearheaded by the UN Climate Change secretariat to shine a
light on the enormous groundswell of activities underway across the globe that are moving the world toward
a highly resilient, low-carbon future. Momentum for Change recognizes innovative and transformative
solutions that address both climate change and wider economic, social and environmental challenges.
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UNEP/GRID–Sioux Falls

http://na.unep.net/
The North American node of UNEP's Global Resource Information Database (GRID), designated as
GRID-Sioux Falls, is located at the Earth Resources Observation and Science (EROS) Center of the United
States Geological Survey in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, USA. GRID-Sioux Falls has been operational since
1991 and functions as a partnership between the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).

United Nations Atlas of the Oceans

http://www.oceansatlas.org/
The UN Atlas of the Oceans is an Internet portal providing information relevant to the sustainable
development of the oceans. It is designed for policy-makers who need to become familiar with ocean
issues and for scientists, students and resource managers who need access to databases and approaches to
sustainability. The UN Atlas can also provide the ocean industry and stakeholders with pertinent information
on ocean matters.

ReliefWeb

http://reliefweb.int/
ReliefWeb is the leading humanitarian information source on global crises and disasters. It is a
specialized digital service of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). We
provide reliable and timely information, enabling humanitarian workers to make informed decisions and to
plan effective response.

IRIN (Integrated Regional Information Network)

http://www.irinnews.org
A project of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), IRIN delivers
unique, authoritative and independent reporting from the frontlines of crises to inspire and produce a more
effective humanitarian response.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Mission 2020, the Climate Turning Point

http://www.mission2020.global/
The historic and legally binding Paris Agreement gave us a roadmap to address climate change
once and for all. 195 nations universally adopted this agreement, committing to holding the increase in the
global average temperature to well below 2°c above pre-industrial levels and pursuing efforts to limit the
temperature increase to 1.5°c.
Bending the curve of emissions by 2020 is the only way to limit global warming and ensure that
the Sustainable Development Goals remain within our reach. It will also pave the way to delivering a just
transition to net zero emissions by 2050.

Gapminder

http://www.gapminder.org/
Gapminder is an independent Swedish foundation with no political, religious or economic affiliations.
Gapminder is a fact tank, not a think tank. Gapminder fights devastating misconceptions about global
development. Gapminder produces free teaching resources making the world understandable based on reliable
statistics. Gapminder promotes a fact-based worldview everyone can understand. Gapminder collaborates
with universities, UN, public agencies and non-governmental organizations.
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World Press Review

http://www.worldpress.org/
Worldpress.org is a nonpartisan magazine whose mission is to foster the international exchange of
perspectives and information. It contains articles reprinted from the press outside the United States, as well as
originally written material.

The Elders

an independent group of global leaders working together for peace and human rights.
http://theelders.org/our-work
The Elders represent an independent voice, not bound by the interests of any nation, government or
institution: We are committed to promoting the shared interests of humanity, and the universal human rights
we all share. We believe that in any conflict, it is important to listen to everyone - no matter how unpalatable
or unpopular this may be. We aim to act boldly, speaking difficult truths and tackling taboos. We don’t claim
to have all the answers, and stress that every individual can make a difference and create positive change in
their society.

The Earth Charter

http://www.earthcharterinaction.org/
The Earth Charter is a declaration of fundamental ethical principles for building a just, sustainable
and peaceful global society in the 21st century. It seeks to inspire in all people a new sense of global
interdependence and shared responsibility for the well-being of the whole human family, the greater
community of life, and future generations. It is a vision of hope and a call to action.

Good News Agency

http://www.goodnewsagency.org/en/home.php
Good News Agency carries positive and constructive news from all over the world relating to
voluntary work, the work of the United Nations, non governmental organizations, and institutions engaged in
improving the quality of life. It is published in English on one Friday and in Italian the next and distributed
free of charge by email.

Worldwatch Institute

http://www.worldwatch.org/
Through research and outreach that inspire action, the Worldwatch Institute works to accelerate the
transition to a sustainable world that meets human needs. The Institute’s top mission objectives are universal
access to renewable energy and nutritious food, expansion of environmentally sound jobs and development,
transformation of cultures from consumerism to sustainability, and an early end to population growth through
healthy and intentional childbearing.

OneWorld.net

http://oneworld.org/
OneWorld is a non-profit UK-based organisation which innovates new media, mobile and web
technologies for social good, helping people across the world to improve their lives and become active
citizens.

Population Reference Bureau

http://www.prb.org/
The Population Reference Bureau informs people around the world about population, health, and
the environment, and empowers them to use that information to advance the well-being of current and future
generations.
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Paperback - 304 pages Rev & updatd edition (November 14, 2005); ISBN: 0520238796

A Google search will find the titles of these two incredible resources:

Hungry Planet: What the World Eats by Faith D'Aluisio and Peter Menzel — Menzel and D'Aluisio spent
time with typical families in each country, discussing their eating habits, calculating a week's worth of food
purchases, and accompanying families to the marketplace to document local customs and traditions. This
book offers fertile ground for the examination of the expanding global food economy, world hunger, current
events, sustainable agriculture, and cultural similarities and differences.
In addition to profiles of each family, What the World Eats includes photo galleries and illustrated
charts about fast food, safe water, life expectancy, literacy rates, and more!
Each family's profile features:
* Full-color photographs, including each family posing with the food consumed in a week.
* Information about each family's food, including cost and quantity.
* Facts about that country, including population,
currency, average income, and more.
* A world map showing where each family lives.
The countries included are: Australia,
Bhutan, Bosnia, Chad, China, Cuba, Ecuador,
Egypt, France, Germany, Great Britain, Greenland,
Guatemala, India, Italy, Japan, Kuwait, Mali,
Mexico, Mongolia, Philippines, Poland, Turkey and
the United States.
Photographs by Peter Menzel • Written by Faith
D’Aluisio • Available on Amazon, hardcover and
paperback • 288 pages • ISBN-10: 0984074422 •
ISBN-13: 978-0984074426 • 12.2 x 0.8 x 9 inches •
full-color photographs • all ages
Publication date: September 1, 2007
For more about the book, and links to posters, teacher guides, etc:
http://menzelphoto.com/books/
The New Atlas of Planet Management, by Norman Myers
(Editor), Jennifer Kent (Editor)
The New Atlas of Planet Management was regarded as the
most groundbreaking survey of the state of our planet when it
was first published in 1984. After over twenty years in print,
it has become the bible of the environmental movement and
the definitive guide to a planet in critical transition. Regularly
featured among the top ten books on the environment, the
Atlas has been read by millions of people and translated into
more than a dozen languages. This enlarged edition brings the
classic reference up-to-date. Thoroughly revised with the latest
figures and analysis, fresh full-color and easy-to-read graphics,
an expanded format, and a wealth of current environmental
and political topics that have arisen during the previous two
decades, The New Atlas of Planet Management will equip
a further generation of readers with information to face the
challenges of the new millennium.
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