Section II
DELEGATES' SECTION &
Overview of GEMUN 2019
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
GEMUN (Global Elementary Model United Nations) is a program for elementary and
middle school students and is operated on a nonprofit basis for educational purposes. This
book serves as a guide to participation. The program seeks to:
1. Study and promote world peace and the means necessary for its development.
2. Inform and educate youth, starting in elementary school, in the activities, purposes
and principles of the United Nations System.
3. Develop participants' abilities to use goodwill in leadership, communication, conflict
resolution, and other skills necessary in a modern interdependent world society.
4. Demonstrate the importance and effectiveness of exchanging ideas, understanding
different perspectives, and cooperation in pursuit of common goals.
Due to the unique role-play format,
student-delegates gain valuable firsthand experience about existing international relations. It is suggested that
teachers and other adults allow the children to do as much of the work themselves as possible. This will enhance all
benefits of their learning.
Through submission and oral defense
of written resolutions addressing critical
global issues, delegates sharpen public
speaking, research, study, diplomacy,
thinking, writing and interpersonal
skills. Through preparation of creative
cultural displays about their country and
study of their country's contribution to
the human family and the world, they
garner a genuine appreciation of other
cultures.
The vital importance of the United
Nations' role in the complex world of
today and in the future is increasingly
apparent to everyone. The students who
participate in this program will end the
school year better prepared to assist intelligently with that future.

High-level Conference on Counter-Terrorism
Michèle Coninsx (centre at dais and on screens), Executive Director
of the Counter-Terrorism Executive Directorate (CTED), addresses
the opening of the High-level Conference on Counter-Terrorism.
On the left at dais is Vladimir Voronkov, Under-Secretary-General
of the United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism.
28 June 2018 United Nations, NY Photo # 767517
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CODE OF CONDUCT
1. English is the official language of the GEMUN conference.
2. Delegates are expected to conduct themselves in a manner suitable to their role as diplomats.
This includes practicing diplomacy, dressing appropriately and maintaining decorum in the corridors and meeting rooms (no running in halls).

Suggested dress for the GEMUN conference:
a. Business attire: BOYS — suit or slacks (not jeans) with dress shirt and optional tie.
b. Business attire: GIRLS — slacks/skirt and blouse, or suit. Skirt at least fingertip length. Comfortable shoes are best (no stilettos, no bare feet). Dresses business-like.
c. Ethnic dress — For authentic cultural dress, please keep it appropriate and professional.

3. Participants must wear name badges during all functions and confine their activity to the area
near committee rooms or in the lunch area designated for GEMUN by the host college. Name
badges must be worn around the neck, easily visible at all times.
4. Cell phone use is prohibited in all GEMUN sessions. Sponsors are required to pick up and
hold all delegates' cell phones before GEMUN sessions begin. Chairs and Co-chairs may use their
cell phones for GEMUN related communications only. All others must silence cell phones in committee and go into hallway for phone or any other conversations. NO LAPTOPS in committees.
5. Delegates are under the immediate guidance of their sponsors, and are expected to follow their
individual school rules, along with the GEMUN Code of Conduct.
6. Each school/group is required to have at least one adult representative with a cell phone on
premises. A list of these phone numbers will be taken at Registration, and an updated list kept in
the Information Center, in case of emergency.
7. NO FOOD OR DRINKS (except water) can be brought into committee rooms.
8. GEMUN delegates must stay for the full conference, NO LEAVING EARLY. Each delegate
is to remain in their committee all day both days, unless dismissed by the Chair.
9. Observers have seating available in each committee room. The number of seats available is
determined by the Fire Code and no standing in back of the room can be allowed. Please be considerate of others needing a place in the room, and take turns if the seats are full. Moving around
to different committees or sitting in the hall are possible options.
10. Adults may not interfere in any way with delegate or Chair activities during the time a
committee is in session. If there is any question, ask GEMUN Staff, DO NOT approach the Chair.
11. Participants may be barred from taking part if there is failure to comply.
I understand and agree with ALL of the above Code of Conduct.
Student's Signature_________________________________________________________
Sponsor's Signature_________________________________________________________
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Brookhaven College has graciously agreed to host the GEMUN Conference.
Please keep this in mind, and review the Code of Conduct before attending.

Committee Assignments
First, look over the topics to be covered in each committee. Delegates usually choose to work
in a committee based on an interest in the topics to be discussed.
Every delegation is asked to send a delegate to General Assembly (GA), if at all possible. If
your country is a member of Security Council (SC), you MUST have a delegate seated in that
committee. If you represent a permanent member of the Security Council, you MUST have a
delegate in BOTH SC and GA.
NOTE: Some committees often have more mature subject matter for topics, and might be
inappropriate for younger delegates. Sponsors and parents are responsible to make sure the topic
content of the committees is appropriate for delegates assigned to them.
**VERY IMPORTANT -- COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS LIST**
When you send your Position Paper, include a list of all committees in which your country
will have a delegate. Specify the number of delegates in each committee (due to the very limited
size of some committee rooms, 1 delegate per committee is best). The accuracy of this list is very
important, because these numbers are used to prepare committee-specific materials needed by each
delegate at the conference and to plan the layout of the committees. Your help is needed so the list is
as close as possible to the final conference numbers as early as possible.
All groups might consider preparing alternate delegates, if possible, in case a delegate
drops out late in the year. This would help maintain consistency for our planning purposes.
If committees get too large for the size of the rooms, we may have to ask some delegates to
move to another committee, if the fire code requires. Due to very limited size of some committee
rooms, this has been necessary in the past.
ROLE OF AMBASSADOR (HEAD DELEGATE)
At the GEMUN Conference, the Ambassador will be called up to give the country's welcoming speech to the Opening Ceremonies plenary session of the Assembly.

Position Paper
WHY WRITE A POSITION PAPER?
To be able to role-play your country, you need to know its "position" on the topics being
debated in committee. The main reason to write a Position Paper is to give delegates a list of
ideas from which to choose a topic for their resolutions. If delegates bring a copy of the country's
Position Paper to the Conference, it can help them make decisions when caucussing and voting on
the other resolutions in committee.
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(Position Paper information continued on following page)

MAKE ONE COPY OF THIS SHEET FOR EACH COUNTRY YOUR SCHOOL
IS REPRESENTING. FILL IN SECTION I, AND ATTACH AS MANY PAGES
AS NEEDED TO COMPLETE SECTION II.
COUNTRY DATA AND POSITION PAPER
(Your country need only fill in those spaces which apply)

SECTION I
Country: _______________________________Date of entry into UN:_______________
Continent: ______________________________________
Neighboring countries: ______________________________________________
Capital: __________________________________________________________
Major Cities:_______________________________________________________
Population:________________________________________________________
Major Religion(s): __________________________________________________
Ethnic/Racial Groups:________________________________________________
Official Language(s):_________________________________________________
Form of Government: ________________________________________________
Monetary Unit: ______________________________________________________
Major Exports: ______________________________________________________
Major Imports:_______________________________________________________
SECTION II -- Position Statement
On a separate paper, using the general format described on the next page, write a Position Statement
on all topics that your country considers to be of major concern, covering at least the topics in each
committee on which you think you might write resolutions.

Sponsors, please be sure all delegates from the country have a copy of the entire
position paper, to help research resolutions and at the conference, for debate.
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RESEARCHING FOR YOUR POSITION PAPER
Section I of the Position Paper is general country data which should be found easily online,
in an encyclopedia, world almanac, or an atlas. Date of entry into the UN can be found on the United
Nations' web site -- on the page listing the UN Member States (http://www.un.org/en/member-states/
index.html).
Section II states your country's position on the topics of major concern and proposes action
to take. To determine the major concerns and positions of your country, the best place to begin is
the speech given in the General Debate of the current year's General Assembly session. This speech
covers all topics of top interest to your country and is included in the packet your group receives
with your handbooks. Positions may not always be obvious from the speech. Your advisor can help
students get started by going through the entire speech, and marking every reference to topics in the
GEMUN committees.
PLEASE NOTE: Some topics may not be included in the speech, some may only be implied.
It is not necessary to include a statement of position on every GEMUN topic in your paper! It
may be possible to get an idea about the interests of the country on only one or two topics in each
committee. That's ok. Don't worry; find what you can.
Filling out the Country Questionnaire on the following pages can also help a lot. You can
also use trusted news sources or the mission website of the country (linked from UN Member States
webpage above). Committees and Topics Background Papers at the end of Section II, the Delegates'
Section of this handbook can also be helpful.
WRITING A POSITION STATEMENT FOR SECTION II OF THE POSITION PAPER
First, there is no 'wrong' formatting. This research is for you -- to give a starting place for
ideas when it's time to write a resolution, and to help you debate other resolutions at the conference.
1) Try to state the position of your country in a few words. 2) Give a sentence or two about
the background information you find during your research. 3) List strategies or suggestions about
how to carry out the stated position in order to improve the situation described in the background.
This is like a 'wish list' of actions, each of which might later be developed into a resolution.
There are two purposes of the Position Paper: 1) to develop this wish list, so you will have a
starting place from which to choose the subject of your resolution when it's time to write it, and 2)
to research and put together information about as many topics in your committee as you can, so you
will be better prepared to debate other resolutions submitted at the conference.
BRING this research with you when you come to the conference! (You can't be sure anyone
at the conference will have time to do research for you.)
SENDING IN YOUR POSITION PAPER & COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
One Position Paper per country needs to be typed or neatly written and submitted, with
committee assignments, by the DEADLINE (for date, see Calendar, last page of blue section).
MAILING ADDRESS (may also be emailed to gemunstaff@gmail.com)
GEMUN, 6005 Royaloak Dr., Arlington, TX 76016
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COUNTRY QUESTIONNAIRE

(This is given as an example, to be used to the extent required by your group,
with updates if needed, as a guide to help prepare you to write your position papers.)
Name of your country:
I. GENERAL INFORMATION:
A. Continent:
B. Region of continent (Central/South America, East Asia/Pacific, Southeast Asia, Indian 		
Subcontinent, Middle East/North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, Western/Eastern 			
Europe, Other):
Member of International Organization (OAS—Organization of American States; 			
		
AU—African Union; SAARC—South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation;
		
Arab League; others)?:
Neighboring States:
C. Cities: Capital:				

Major Cities:

D. Size (area in square miles):		

Population Density (per square mile):

E. Total Population:
F. Average Life Expectancy:
G. Literacy rate (%):
H. Official Language(s):
I. History, early and recent:
J. Major religion(s) and their influence:
K. Ethnic/Racial group(s):
L. Form of government (dictatorship, democracy-parliamentary or presidential, limited 			
monarchy, oligarchy); Current leader of Government:
Member of an international political organization (EU, NATO, CIS, others)?:
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(cont.)

List countries with which your country has friendly relations—trade partners, etc. 			
		(allies)
List countries with which your country has adversarial relations—trade competitors, 		
		etc. (adversaries)
M. Economic System (Capitalism, Socialism, Communism, other):
Type of Economy (agricultural, industrial, diversified, other):
Monetary unit:
National Resources (mineral, forestry, agricultural/animal [legal & illegal], human 		
		
resources [labor force], energy resources, positional resource [canals, 			
		
bays & seas, straits, coast line, geo-stationary orbit]):
Imports:
Exports:
Member of Economic Organization (OPEC, EFTA, CIS, ASEAN, WTO, others)?:
II. UNITED NATIONS INFORMATION:
A. When did your nation join the United Nations?
B. When did your country become a nation? Did the United Nations help your country 			
become a nation? How?
C. If your country was a colony, give the mother country’s name and explain what 			
effects the change has had.
D. Is your country a large, medium or small contributor to the U.N. budget?
E. Is the U.N. involved in any way in health issues of your country? If yes, what are 			
they?
F. Which countries are considered friendly? Which ones are considered adversaries?
III. CULTURAL, SOCIAL
A. What is the predominant ethnic group in your country? What is the relationship 			
between different groups?
B. What is your country’s official policy toward other ethnic and cultural groups within its 		
borders?
(cont.)
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C. Is your country affected by refugees from neighboring countries because of ethnic 			
disharmony or because of other reasons?
D. How does your nation support improved education within and outside its borders?
E. Is your country part of a recent break-up of another country or has it recently (last 40 			
years) been decolonized?
IV. ECONOMIC ISSUES:
A. How is your country classified (developed, developing, least developed)?
B. Is your country giving/receiving economic assistance? To/from whom? How much?
C. Does your country have transnational corporations within its borders? If yes, has 			
your country ever nationalized any of their holdings?
D. What is your country’s per capita income? What is the unemployment rate?
E. Does your country contain any corporations that invest abroad? In what nations?
F. Is your country currently under economic sanctions of the UN?
V. HUMAN RIGHTS:
A. Does your country view human rights as an internal affair?
B. To what extent does your country adhere to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights?
C. What are your country’s concerns on:
1. Terrorism				
2. Torture				
3. Rights of women
4. Rights of children
5. Rights of minorities
6. Religious rights
7. Rights of migrant workers
8. Rights of refugees
9. Rights of indigenous people
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10. Rights of workers
11. Other forms of rights (disabled, detainee)

(cont.)

D. How does your country view Human Rights in:
Lebanon			Pakistan		Bulgaria		El Salvador
Iraq (Kurds, Sunnis, Shiites) Afghanistan		
Poland			
Brazil
Iran				Somalia		Georgia		Paraguay
Israel (PLO)			Nigeria		United States		Uruguay
Turkey (Kurds)		Kenya			Mexico		Belize
Syria				South Africa		Cuba			Colombia (drugs)
Sudan				Croatia			Haiti			China
Vietnam			Guatemala		Indonesia		Nicaragua
Romania			Yugoslavia		Honduras		Cambodia
Bosnia-Herzegovina		
(Serbs)		
(religious)		
Myanmar
(Serb/Croat/Muslim)			
					Uzbekistan
			
VI. DISARMAMENT:
A. Does your country possess nuclear arms? If not, does it have the potential?
B. Does your country fear a threat from countries which do have nuclear power?
C. Has your country signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty?
D. To what extent does your country support disarmament or test ban treaties?
E. Other than nuclear capabilities, what other type of warfare does your country have in its 		
arsenals (tanks, jet planes, bio/chemical)? Have these been used? When? Against 		
whom?
F. How does your country obtain its military arms? From a foreign country? Which 			
one(s)?
G. Does your country supply or sell arms to another country? Which one(s)?
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Country Study & Display
Human dignity will be “the core of my work,” said UN Secretary-General António
Guterres, who took office on 1 January 2017. He believes the world body is uniquely
placed to overcome global challenges and achieve sustainable development.
GATHERING COUNTRY INFORMATION
Look for interesting and detailed information about the country, going to as many sources as
possible. Some suggestions that have been found to be helpful:
1. There may be whole books about your country in the children’s section at the library. Some
countries have been formed within the last few years, and would only be included in recently
published books.
2. Embassies and consulates are very helpful. There may be one near you, or you could get an
address from the Mission in New York (to find the street address of any permanent mission, go
to http://www.un.org/en/member-states/index.html and click on the name of your country).
3. Some useful links are listed on our Resource Page at http://www.gemun.org/resource.shtml
4. To find a person who was born or has lived in your country, call a local college and ask for the
International Student Office, or there may be a local social group. Usually someone will be very
happy to spend time with your group to teach about life there.
5. Ask your parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, teachers, principal, friends, classmates,
neighbors–everyone you know–if they have any information about your country.
6. Read international news outlets and/or listen to World News on radio, television or online.

WORKING ON YOUR COUNTRY DISPLAY
Some groups choose not to bring a display, but, if you do, it is a great way to learn about
the culture of your country, and each country display adds unique creativity to the conference as a
whole. If you do decide to put together a display about your country, first, read once through all the
information you have gathered about the country, its people, geography, culture, etc. This will give
you a general overview of the country to help you get started. Individual students in your group may
find different points of interest, or a few students may want to work together on one project. Where
there is interest, there is indication of a starting place for a project to contribute to your country
display.
Everyone has at least one special talent — drawing, painting, writing, sculpturing, making up
word games or mazes, or some other unique way to express your ideas. This talent can be used in the
creation of your part of the display, or you may wish to explore a different area of expression.
The purpose of a display is to help people who visit GEMUN learn something about the
countries represented. It is always more interesting to learn through more than one of your senses,
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(cont.)

so the displays can be designed to involve not only sight, but also smell, touch and hearing. Students
who plan the displays can try to give the public not only something to look at, but also something to
do. PLEASE NOTE: FOOD cannot be part of displays, due to large clean-up fees in the past. It is
very important to clean thoroughly under and around your display tables before leaving campus.
Some examples of the ways students have contributed in the past to their country display:
a linoleum cut of an endangered species from the country, arranged on the table with crayons and
sheets of paper to make a rubbing; clay sculptures of famous art objects in the country; a drawing of
a famous person from the country who contributed to the world; copies of an interesting maze, with
pictures and information about the country incorporated; examples of games played by the children
in the country, with instructions how to play; samples of art and crafts which are part of the country’s
culture; a map painted by the students, with interesting facts about the geography, people, flora and
fauna. Most important -- every student should use their creativity! This part of GEMUN is about
learning from constructing the projects. The more interactive, the better. (Photos of examples of
displays which were brought to GEMUN in the past can be seen at www.gemun.org)
Displays are set up Saturday morning, and we do our best to put out awards by around 3
pm. The judges look for quality of work, interesting cultural information, attractiveness and most
of all, creativity. All work should be done by the children, not adults. In the same symbolism
that the flags of the United Nations are displayed at the same level, the displays in the lobby are
seen as contributions to this event rather than as a competition with winners and losers. Therefore,
the awards symbolize a contribution to GEMUN by the giving and sharing of information, culture,
images and the personality of each country represented.
PLEASE NOTE: For security and staffing reasons DO NOT SET UP your display
until Saturday, the second morning of the conference, and DO NOT leave any expensive items
unattended. Neither GEMUN nor Brookhaven can be responsible for lost items.

Display for Albania and Azerbaijan at GEMUN 2018
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Resolution Writing
A resolution is “a formal expression of opinion or intention made, usually after voting, by a
formal body.” The “formal body” can be a class, a club, a nation or a group of nations.

WHAT THE UNITED NATIONS CAN AND CAN'T DO
Take into account when writing your resolution that the United Nations' realm of action is
limited. The U.N., which is an organization composed of its member states, not a separate entity on
its own, has a few specific tools that it can use to achieve solutions to a wide variety of problems.
The U.N. has a budget that it raises through fundraisers, partnerships with private and non-profit
organizations, and dues from member countries.
Can
• The U.N. can use the money in its budget to buy supplies and equipment and pay employees to
carry out programs all over the world.
• It can use its money and personnel to research world problems/conditions and possible solutions.
• The U.N. has arbiters and negotiators on its payroll that it can send to troubled areas to try and
prevent the breakout of violence or to try and restore peace after a conflict has occurred.
• The U.N. can call for nations or groups to come to the table to discuss their conflicts and appoint
another, uninvolved nation to arbitrate, if that nation agrees.
• The U.N. can call for summits or meetings to solve special problems.
• The U.N. can set up new committees whose main responsibilities will be to oversee the progress on
a certain topic or subset of topics.
• The U.N. can send peacekeepers to conflict areas.
• The U.N. can call for economic sanctions on a country in an attempt to coerce that country into
accepting U.N. regulations on, for example, human rights or nuclear non-proliferation.
• The U.N. can educate and encourage populations to act in certain ways.
Can’t
• The U.N. cannot make laws, prohibit or impose behavior on either individuals or nations.
• The U.N. cannot make war on any nation or violate any nation’s sovereignty, or interfere with the
right of each nation’s government to make and enforce its own laws.
• The U.N. cannot force any nation to join in imposing sanctions on another country.
The U.N. relies largely on the powers of persuasion, diplomacy, and the cooperation of its
component member states.

REMEMBER: DO AS MUCH RESEARCH AS POSSIBLE BEFORE GEMUN.
YOU CAN'T DEPEND ON ANYONE AT THE CONFERENCE
TO HAVE TIME TO DO IT FOR YOU!

18

WRITING RESOLUTIONS—GETTING STARTED
1. As a group, identify a classroom, school or community problem.
(See example resolution #1, page 22)
2. Using the example phrases on page 20, write PREAMBULATORY Clauses that capture your concerns and state how the problem affects your school, classroom or community.
3. Using the example phrases on page 21, write OPERATIVE Clauses to put into words ways you
feel the problem can be solved.
4. After learning this process in relation to a familiar problem, you can transfer these skills to the 		
international problems considered in GEMUN committees. (See example #2, page 23)

FINDING A TOPIC AND WRITING YOUR RESOLUTION
After writing together the Position Paper with the position of your country based on your
research from news sources, next you will each choose a topic on which to write a resolution. This is
a good time to also review the basic core purposes of GEMUN and the United Nations, as stated in
our Statement of Purpose (p 7), the Charter of the United Nations (Preamble on p 35), and also the
GEMUN Challenge (p 36).
It is becoming increasingly more important to emphasize everywhere possible the values of
multilateralism expressed in these texts. GEMUN delegates can encourage cooperation rather than
being extremist and uncompromising, even if that is what their own government might put forward
as a public position. GEMUN delegates can balance what they have learned about the country they
are role playing with their own idea of what they see as the right direction for the future!

FORMAT INSTRUCTIONS
IMPORTANT: The structure of a resolution is always ONLY ONE SENTENCE.
A RESOLUTION HAS FOUR PARTS: Heading, Subject, Preambulatory and Operative Clauses.

1. HEADING

The heading serves as identification for the resolution, and informs the reader of three things:
1) WHERE the resolution will be submitted – the body in which the resolution is initiated,
2) WHAT is the topic of discussion – the specific topic or problem addressed by the resolution, and
3) WHO are the author(s) – the country or countries proposing the resolution. See example
resolution #1 where the heading is bracketed. Can you find the heading on example #2? (pp. 22, 23)

2. SUBJECT

Just as every sentence has a subject, so must every resolution. The subject tells you which
committee will be taking the action. Look at example resolution #1 on page 22, the subject is
marked. Can you find the subject on example #2?
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3. PREAMBULATORY CLAUSES

The preambulatory clauses introduce the resolution. They explain the problem in a logical
sequence and tell the WHY behind the solution you suggest in the operative clauses. They give past
action, reasons for the action, and sum up your concerns. Referring to action on the issue taken in the
past by the United Nations makes the resolution very authentic and gives it a realistic foundation for
the new proposal included in the operative clauses of your resolution.
The first word of each preambulatory clause sets the “tone” for the statement which follows
(and must be in ALL CAPS and bold and/or underlined). Tone has to do with the strength of your
conviction about the topic. Therefore, the stronger your conviction about a statement, the stronger
the first word. The words in this list all start preambulatory clauses, NOT operative clauses.
IMPORTANT: Each clause in the preamble is followed by a comma (,) plus the word “and.”
The last clause in the preamble is followed by a colon (:). Go to the example resolutions on pages 22
& 23. Can you find the preambulatory clauses in each resolution?
Some possible initiating phrases for preambulatory clauses:
ACKNOWLEDGING
AFFIRMING
ALARMED
ANXIOUS
APPRECIATING
APPROVING
AWARE
BEARING IN MIND
BEING CONVINCED
COGNIZANT
CONCERNED
CONFIDENT
CONSCIOUS
CONSIDERING
CONTEMPLATING
CONVINCED
DECLARING
DEEPLY DISTURBED
DEPLORING
DESIRING
DETERMINED
EMPHASIZING
ENCOURAGED
ENDORSING
EXPECTING
EXPRESSING
APPRECIATION
DEEP APPRECIATION
FULFILLING
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FULLY
AWARE
BELIEVING
BEARING IN MIND
GRIEVED
GUIDED BY
HAVING
ADOPTED
APPROVED
CONSIDERED
DECIDED
EXAMINED FURTHER
RECEIVED
REGARD FOR
REVIEWED
VIEWED WITH
APPREHENSION
KEEPING IN MIND

MINDFUL
NOTING
FURTHER
WITH APPROVAL
WITH DEEP CONCERN
WITH REGRET
WITH SATISFACTION
WITH GRAVE CONCERN
OBSERVING
REAFFIRMING
REALIZING
RECALLING
RECOGNIZING
REFERRING
REGRETTING
REITERATING
SEEKING
STRESSING
TAKING
INTO ACCOUNT
INTO CONSIDERATION
NOTE
WELCOMING

United Nations Secretariat Building
A view of the United Nations Secretariat building
with member states' flags.
10 January 2001 United Nations, New York
Photo # 84621

4. OPERATIVE CLAUSES

The operative clauses of a resolution tell the reader what ACTION is being proposed to solve
the problem described in the preamble. The operative clauses should be the strongest part of your
resolution.
Remember to INCLUDE AT LEAST TWO OR THREE operative clauses in your resolution. Resolutions submitted containing only one operative clause, or none at all, will be sent
back as unacceptable.
The first word or phrase (for examples, see below) of each operative clause is a verb, indicating the clause which follows. It must be in ALL CAPS and bold and/or underlined. Language and
tone play an important part in determining the strength of your operative clauses.
IMPORTANT: Each operative clause is numbered, in addition to the line numbers to the
left of each line of the resolution -- look at the examples on pages 22 and 23. Each operative clause
ends with a semi-colon (;) plus the word "and", except for the last, which is followed by a period (.).
For operative clauses containing several subclauses, each subclause should be preceded with a letter
and followed by a comma (,). The second to last subclause should end with ", and" (comma and) and
the last should end with "; and" (semicolon and). You can see this in the example resolutions.
NOTE: If you use an acronym in your resolution, use the whole name the first time it is used.
(Example: Global Elementary Model United Nations (GEMUN) in the Heading in the sample resolution on page 25.)
Some possible initiating phrases for activating or operative clauses:
ACCEPTS
ADOPTS
AFFIRMS
APPEALS
APPRECIATES
APPROVES
AUTHORIZES
CALLS UPON
COMMENDS
CONCURS
CONDEMNS
CONFIRMS
CONGRATULATES
CONSIDERS
DECIDES
DECLARES
DEPLORES
DESIGNATES
DIRECTS

EXPRESSES		
REGRETS		
APPRECIATION		
REITERATES
CONVICTION		
RENEWS ITS APPEAL
REGRET		
REPEATS
SYMPATHY		
SUGGESTS
THANKS		
SUPPORTS
THE BELIEF		
TAKES NOTE OF
THE HOPE		
TRANSMITS
FURTHER 		 URGES
INVITES
		 WELCOMES
PROCLAIMS
REMINDS
RECOMMENDS
REQUESTS
RESOLVES
INSTRUCTS
REAFFIRMS
RECOGNIZES
RECOMMENDS

DON'T FORGET LINE NUMBERS!

AFTER the resolution is typed up, put line numbers
on each line of the resolution, beginning with the
Subject line. (example on next page)

Security Council Meets on
Maintenance of International Peace and Security
Security Council meeting on the maintenance of international peace and security, with a focus on corruption
and conflict.
10 September 2018 United Nations, New York
Photo # 773940
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RESOLUTION EXAMPLE #1

Operative Clauses (Each numbered,
in addition to line
numbers.)

Preambulatory Clauses Subject

Heading

SUBMITTED TO: Director of Our School
TOPIC:		 The Problems of Name Calling
PROPOSED BY:
The Sixth Grade Class
1.

THE STUDENT BODY,

2.

ALARMED that negative behavior among students results in name calling, and

3.
4.

ACKNOWLEDGING the problems of the classroom such as, stereotyping,
hurting feelings, disrespect for one's peers, and

5.

DEEPLY DISTURBED at how these behaviors usurp curriculum time, and

6.
7.

OBSERVING that this needless time-wasting is also affecting students'
performance, and

8.
9.

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that students of all classes should take
action in helping to insure maximum learning time:

10.
11.

1. EMPHASIZES that students should only be called by their given birth names;
and

12.
13.

2. REQUESTS that no student be called by a name another student has made up;
and

14.

3. ENCOURAGES teachers to sanction the behavior of name calling; and

15.
16.

4. RECOMMENDS that students who do not conform after classroom
punishment should be penalized by the headmistress; and

17.
18.

5. DECLARES that the students who do not observe this behavior of calling
students by their birth names should be suspended after five violations; and

19.
20.

6. EXPRESSES THE BELIEF that if name calling persists there be a class
penalty; and

21.
22.

7. FULLY BELIEVES that with the help of the students and staff of this school 		
we will have a disturbance-free learning environment.

Line Numbers
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RESOLUTION EXAMPLE #2

SUBMITTED TO:
TOPIC:			
PROPOSED BY:

International Atomic Energy Agency
Radioactive Waste Management
Angola

1. IAEA,
2. CONSCIOUS that advancements in the field of nuclear energy will create more radioactive waste over
3. time, and
4. NOTING WITH GRAVE CONCERN that there has been an alarming rate of accidents with the
5. transportation of radioactive waste, and
6. ALSO AWARE that there have been multiple accidents involving the storage of radioactive waste, and
7. HAVING CONSIDERED the grave repercussions to the climate and security of the world if radioactive
8. waste is not effectively secured and stored, and
9. ANXIOUS for action on the contentious issue of radioactive waste disposal:
10. 1. SUGGESTS that high level and low level radioactive waste be stored in deep geological repositories
11. (300 m or 1000 ft.), that are stable and isolated; and
12. 2. FURTHER REQUESTS that a Commission on Radioactive Waste Management (CRWM) is set up
13. consisting of IAEA member countries which would:
14. a. oversee all research/analysis on radioactive waste management/transport,
15. b. make sure research is conducted safely,
16. c. educate the public living near areas with nuclear storage facilities or nuclear reactors, and
17. d. look at the possibilities of improving nuclear waste management techniques used at present; and
18. 3. RECOMMENDS that when applicable, all findings be presented to UNEP and the GA and any other
19. related committees; and
20. 4. FURTHER RECOMMENDS that funds be appropriated by countries which will be used to attempt to
21. put recommendations from the CRWM into play; and
22. 5. URGES that a global monitoring system be set up which will:
23. a. actively monitor the globe for any potential emergencies involving long-term storage or containment
24.
of nuclear materials during transport,
25. b. assist in cleanup and proper disposal of any nuclear waste that breaches storage or the temporary
26.
cask holding nuclear waste in transportation,
27. c. protect nuclear waste storage facilities and nuclear waste in transport, and
28. d. assess and recommend how to improve systems so that such events do not occur again; and
29. 6. COMMENDS all member states supporting this resolution.

23

SENDING IN RESOLUTIONS
PLEASE SEND ALL RESOLUTIONS ELECTRONICALLY to gemunstaff@gmail.com in .doc
format if possible, or share in googledocs. (If you share in googledocs, please share with this email
address: marti.cockrell@gmail.com) Don't zip, and DO NOT SCAN & send file from a scan!
IMPORTANT: 1) ONE resolution PER FILE. 2) Name the file with country name and committee
(example: PeruUNEP.doc). 3) No more than one country's resolutions attached to one email, please.
When typing your resolution, please refer to the Format Instructions on the preceding pages.
No more than ONE RESOLUTION PER COUNTRY PER COMMITTEE will be accepted.
(The exception to this 'one resolution per country per committee' rule is in Security Council. It is a
very small committee, so two resolutions per country MAY be accepted at the Chair's discretion.)
RESOLUTIONS NOT ACCEPTED BY CHAIR OR RECEIVED LATE
If resolutions are received AFTER DEADLINE (see calendar), or not accepted by the Chair, they
may be "NEW BUSINESS," which means they will not be debated until after all resolutions in the
Resolution Packet received at Registration. In other words, New Business resolutions will be put at
the end of the agenda, and will be brought up in committee only at the discretion of the Chair of the
committee. ALL RESOLUTIONS, INCLUDING NEW BUSINESS BROUGHT TO THE CONFERENCE MUST BE SUBMITTED ELECTRONICALLY. NO HARDCOPIES ACCEPTED.
NOTE: In the past, we have tried to ensure that each of the resolutions accepted for the Resolution Packet are debated before the conference ends. However, due to the number of delegates,
this is increasingly difficult. The Chairs have decided it may be necessary to cap the number of
resolutions accepted. Any extra resolutions will be treated as New Business.

FINAL CHECK LIST

READ THIS BEFORE SENDING RESOLUTIONS!
1. PLEASE SEND ALL RESOLUTIONS VIA EMAIL, formatted as requested.
2. Resolutions MUST print out on one (1) page, in large enough font to read easily.
3. Don't put all your research into your resolution, save some details for your speech.
4. Follow the form in the examples. Don't forget line numbers.
5. DO NOT FAX or send hard copies. Send electronically only (not scanned).
6. No more than ONE resolution per country, per committee (except SC) will be accepted, but all resolutions submitted may not be accepted, due to time considerations.
7. REMEMBER, IT'S YOUR RESPONSIBILITY, SEND RESOLUTIONS BY
DEADLINE! (see Calendar on the last page of Section II [blue pages] for date)
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SUMMARY of RESOLUTION WRITING

SUBMITTED TO: Global Elementary Model United Nations (GEMUN)
TOPIC: Guidelines for resolution selection
PROPOSED BY: Secretary-General
1. THE SECRETARIAT,
2. AWARE that there is a great deal of confusion about how the Secretariat selects
3. resolutions, and
4. CONSCIOUS of the hard work and effort each delegate puts into writing a
5. resolution, and
6. REGRETTING that all resolutions submitted to GEMUN may not be selected or
7. discussed:
8. 1. REQUESTS all delegates to keep in mind the proposed guidelines while
9.
writing resolutions:
10.
a. the resolution must meet the deadline or else it will be considered as
11.		
New Business, and possibly won't be debated,
12.
b. the ideas in the preambulatory clauses should define the problem,
13.		
state who the problem affects, state where the problem is, and state
14.		
why this problem needs to be heard by the United Nations, and
15.
c. solutions in the operative clauses should include how the solution
16.		
will be accomplished, who will be involved in the solution, and thanks
17.		
to organizations or countries that have helped in solving the problem; and
18. 2. RECOMMENDS to delegates who truly want their resolutions to be selected
19.
to try to include the efforts of current United Nations activities and agencies
20.
and actual United Nations resolutions; and
21. 3. ENCOURAGES all delegates to use these guidelines as an aid in writing a resolution;
22.
and
23. 4. FULLY BELIEVES that if these resolution guidelines are followed, there will no
24.
longer be any confusion over how resolutions are selected by the Secretariat.
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RESOLUTIONS SENT TO YOU & FINAL PREPARATIONS
Once the deadline to send in resolutions has passed, the Secretariat and GEMUN staff read
through them all, make corrections, and the Chairpeople have a meeting to discuss the agenda in
each committee. The resolutions are numbered by the Chairs in the order in which they will be
debated and paper copies are mailed to all participating groups, a week or two before the conference.
The purpose of sending the resolutions out before the conference is to allow time for delegates and
sponsors to see the resolutions in each committee.
This gives you some time for research, to give power to your debate. Keeping in mind
your country's positions (Position Paper), your delegation can decide together which resolutions
to support, and which to oppose. You can look to see if there are resolutions you would like to
vote for, with some changes. If only minor changes are needed, plan to caucus with the sponsor
of the resolution, and try to have it amended, or combined, if more changes seem necessary. (See
following pages for more information on caucusing, amendments, and combining resolutions.)
Write a supporting speech for your resolution before the conference. This speech should
give fine points and details which don’t fit into the one page resolution. As the author of the
resolution, you will be asked by the Chair to give a speech after reading the resolution to the
committee. It should be convincing, telling everyone why they should vote for your resolution.
Bring your Handbook, Position Paper, a pencil and all research you have collected on your
committee’s topics. You can't plan to have GEMUN staff or Chairs do research at the conference.

AT THE CONFERENCE
REGISTRATION
There are four separate Registration Tables for four different groups:
1. Ambassadors: One delegate for each country signs in at this table and receives the country's
Packet containing a nametag for each delegate and a packet of resolutions for each committee.
2. Sponsors: The group's Sponsor signs in at this table.
3. Pages: All pages go to the Registration Table for Pages, please.
4. Observers: All Observers must sign in at the Observers Registration Table.

OPENING CEREMONIES
Following a welcome by the Secretary-General, the Ambassador of each country will be
called to speak to the assembly. This speech is an opportunity to welcome all participants, and to
state your country’s goodwill hopes for the outcome of the conference. NOTE: With time constraints
for 50 or 60 speakers, each Ambasssador must know that ALL others' are of equal value and interest
to your own. Therefore, each Ambassador will limit your speech to ONE powerful minute!
After Opening Ceremonies, all delegates go to their committees. The Chair calls them to
order, makes introductions, and debate begins after a review of parliamentary procedure and short
practice.
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PAGE SYSTEM
The purpose of the Page System is efficient communication throughout the GEMUN
Conference. Pages pick up and deliver notes about resolutions, policy questions, research requests
to the Information Center during the conference, etc. To prevent abuse of the Page System, a Page
Processor reads all messages before delivery. The Processor decides whether a message is personal
or GEMUN-related. If they do not pertain to GEMUN, they will not be delivered. No scraps of
paper will be delivered. Notes must be in English, the Official language at the GEMUN conference.
FORMATTING FOR DELEGATE-TO-DELEGATE NOTES (white paper)
Every message must be on the note paper supplied by GEMUN, available from the Page Processor in all committees.
In the past, back and forth notes have become so sloppy that they can't be read or delivered.
So, ONE reply can be sent on the same sheet of note paper, ONLY if it is in the same committee. If
there is more to exchange, a new piece of note paper needs to be used. If a reply is needed between
committees, use a new piece of note paper.
This is printed on the outside of the note paper:

FROM: Committee_______________________
Country_______________________________________
TO: Committee_______________________
Country_______________________________________

RESEARCH REQUESTS (colored paper)
Please, as much as possible, do research
BEFORE the conference and bring it with you,
because there is no way that the Info Center staff
or the Chairpeople have enough time to do all the
research for everyone. But, if you still need some
research from the internet for a new business
resolution, an amendment, or debating, you can send a request to the Information Center. Yellow
Research Request Forms can be obtained from your Chairperson. The Form needs to be filled out
and returned to the Co-Chair who will approve and send it. The Co-Chair will make the decision
whether or not the Request is URGENT and, if so, will attach an orange strip. URGENT Research
Requests will be given special priority as much as possible. All other research (ROUTINE) is on
yellow paper only. ALL research should be for specific information and NOT require printing
multiple pages.

NOTE: Laptop computers are not allowed in Committees for any purpose.
CELL PHONE USE IN COMMITTEE

The Page System is provided for communication. Cell phone use by delegates is prohibited
at all GEMUN sessions. Delegates' cell phones must be in the custody of their adult sponsor during
all sessions.
Chairs, Co-chairs, Staff and Processors may be seen using their cell phones. It is for
GEMUN related business only.
Sponsors and Observers are asked to leave the committee and go out in the hall if they
need to use their cell phone for any reason.
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ROLE-PLAYING
ROLE-PLAYING means acting as if you actually are from the country you are representing
at GEMUN. This may be very similar to the way you usually think and act, or it may be completely
different. If the policies of your country are different from your own personal ideas about a topic, you
have an especially difficult challenge, and an opportunity to look at the subject from a different point
of view. Your Position Paper should be your guide in role-playing.

PUBLIC SPEAKING—GEMUN is a Place Where Your Voice Should Be Heard!
The following was contributed by a Sponsor who is also a long-time Theatre Arts teacher: The
GEMUN Conference is an exciting experience for everyone who attends. It is a fantastic opportunity
to practice sharing ideas and working together to find solutions to issues in today’s world.
Your voice will be one of your most powerful instruments at the conference. Whether you are
giving an opening speech, making a speech for or against a resolution, or talking to other committee
members during a caucus, the way you use your voice will have an effect on those who are listening.
It’s how your ideas are heard!
Be prepared as much as you can. Do your research on your country, the other countries you
will be working with, and the issues being discussed. (The best way to reduce stage fright is to be
prepared!)
We think about what we are going to say, but we don’t give much thought as to how we say
it. So… Exercise your muscles and train your ears to hear the right sounds--Using Tongue Twisters!
You can find LOTS of these on the internet and even make up some about your country or the
conference!
1. Say the tongue twister VERY SLOWLY two times, over exaggerating every possible sound in each
word. This means beginnings, middles and endings! This really works your facial muscles and
makes you very aware of what your lips, tongue, and jaw are doing to make each sound.
2. Second: Say it a little faster. Still over pronounce every sound, like you were speaking to someone
who was listening to really loud music with their headphones on. They can’t hear you much, but
they can see your mouth.
3. Third: Say it a little faster, still over pronouncing. If you can get through the tongue twister without
leaving out a sound (record yourself or have someone listen to you who can’t see you), then say it
even faster.
4. Keep on going this way until you can say the tongue twister really fast and VERY CORRECTLY.
Examples:
--If a black bug bleeds black blood, what color blood does a blue bug bleed?
--Rubber Baby Buggy Bumpers
--Crisp Crusts Crackle and Crunch
--Six Thick Thistle Sticks
--Toy Boat, Toy Boat, Toy Boat
--Unique New York, Unique New York
5. If you are speaking very clearly, people close to you will hear you quite well. But when people are
far away, you must PROJECT the sound of your voice all the way to those people. Projecting is
not yelling, but it is a way of making the voice louder.
a. Open your mouth wider. (More sound comes out!)
(continued)
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b. Stand/Sit tall and take a deep breath before you speak. (Supports the sound coming out)
c. Point your mouth in the direction of the people. (This is why you never look down at a
paper that you don’t have memorized. LOOK UP by holding the paper up a bit, but don’t
cover your face. People understand words better when they can see the speaker’s face.)
d. Take your time. When we are nervous or uncomfortable, we tend to speak faster or so
softly and “mumbly” that we cannot be understood. Slow down. That gives everyone time
to hear and think about what you’ve just said.
e. PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE! (Speak to someone and have them move farther
away each time, or record yourself, farther and farther away from your recording source)

DEBATE IN COMMITTEE AND USE OF TIME
Questions about Rules Of Procedure for debate might have been answered in a workshop
earlier in the year, or at a Practice Session, but don’t hesitate to ask your Chairperson about anything
you don’t understand. You can ask questions during a recess, or in writing to the Chair, if there is no
urgent need to interrupt the work of the committee.
IMPORTANT, PLEASE NOTE: Each delegate can help the Chair keep the work of the
committee moving smoothly and efficiently. If everyone works together, it is very possible for all
resolutions to be given sufficient time and receive the full consideration they deserve.

CAUCUSING
CAUCUSING is informal discussion about the topics being debated in each Committee. A
motion to caucus is in order when a delegate sees the need for clarification between two or more
opposing points of view.
Caucusing is one of the best tools available to all delegates. During caucuses you will have
a great opportunity to promote your ideas. Your speech supporting your resolution is important, but
alone it will not have as much influence unless combined with face-to-face negotiations.
Caucusing can take place between you and your allies as well as your adversaries. There
may be some nations that formally would not meet to negotiate, but under the informal and private
conditions of a caucus, they might have the opportunity to come to an agreement on an issue.

AMENDMENTS
If someone gives a speech against your resolution, listen carefully, because you may agree
with a point they make for disliking part of it. If this is the case, call for a caucus, and together write
an AMENDMENT that will actually improve the resolution!
If you would like to vote for someone else's resolution, but can't agree with every point
it contains, or want to add something, an amendment may be in order. Caucus with the author of
the resolution first, to see if you can agree on new wording. If so, it would be called a "Friendly"
Amendment. Friendly amendments are automatically approved and added to the resolution.
Amendments can also be "Unfriendly." An unfriendly amendment is submitted by someone
other than the author of the resolution, without the author’s approval. It has to be debated and voted
on separately, before the final vote on the resolution.
(continued)
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IMPORTANT: Amendments must be written on an Amendment Form (next page) according to the
following instructions, please, so staff can best understand what is intended.
There are three types of amendments (not a huge difference between them, but when a
resolution is typed up later, how clearly details are described can make a big difference):
#1 - To eliminate words or phrases, mark through those to be eliminated; see example below.
#2 - To insert new words or phrases, write in the new word(s), OR indicate the location of the
insertion by noting “Insert A, B, C…” and print the language to be inserted in the appropriate
space on the Resolution Amendment Form; see example below.
#3 - To change one or two words or a phrase, mark through the word(s) to be changed and write
in the new word(s), OR mark through the word(s) to be changed, indicate “Insert A, B, C…” and
print the new word(s) in the appropriate space on the Resolution Amendment Form; see example
below.

Example:

ALL amendments are marked on the Resolution. Some also need to be written on the Amendment
Form. Examples of all types are shown below.
Types of
Amendments:

Resolution

Amendment Form

#2
#1

#2

#2
#2

#3

#3
#3
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#3
#3

AMENDMENT FORM
Please fill out completely, including each line to be amended.
Resolution Sponsor:________________________________Subject:__________________________
Amendment Sponsor:_______________________________Resolution number:________________
Amendment Co-sponsor(s):___________________________ Type of amendment: ____Friendly
								
_________________________________________________			
____Unfriendly
Insert A: _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Insert B: _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Insert C: _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Insert D: _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Insert E: _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Insert F: _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
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COMBINING RESOLUTIONS
It is not uncommon to find one or more resolutions in your committee very similar to your
own. If there are several resolutions that are too similar, the majority of these will not receive the
attention they deserve during debate. Especially if your committee has a large number of resolutions,
COMBINING resolutions is likely to be highly encouraged. (NOTE: Be aware that your resolution
can only be combined with your permission.)
Consider locating and speaking to the author(s) of resolution(s) similar to yours, if that is the
case, as soon as possible at GEMUN. You can call for a caucus once your committee is in session.
Remember, only compromise on details, not the main purpose you have in mind. If you need help,
you can always ask your Chair.
You and the authors of similar resolutions may choose to combine your ideas and present
one new resolution. Remember, the main ideas need to relate to each other and not stray away from
the original topic. By combining your resolutions, the new resolution should be stronger and have a
much better chance of being debated and passed by the rest of the committee.
In most cases, up to three resolutions can be combined at a time (more or less may be
allowed, at the Chair's discretion). Each Co-Sponsor is allowed to give a speech in support of the
new resolution. Co-Sponsors can only be the original authors, but other delegates are encouraged to
help. If changes in original wording are needed, an Amendment Form may also be required.
IMPORTANT: Combine resolutions according to the following instructions:
• Complete the Combining Resolutions Form (page 34).
• Choose a Primary Resolution that will be the basic resolution (i.e., ONE resolution which
will be the foundation used on which to note all changes and insertion of language from other
resolutions to be included in the final resolution).
• Copies of all resolutions to be combined must be attached to the Combining Resolutions Form
(see example).
There are different types of changes when combing resolutions:
#1 - To insert language from another resolution, indicate the location of the insertion by
noting “Insert A, B, C…” and mark the language from the other resolution(s) as “A, B, C…”
accordingly; see example Combination on next page. This type of change does not need to be rewritten on the Combining Resolutions Form.
#2 - To eliminate words or phrases, mark through those to be eliminated; see example.
#3 - To insert new words or phrases, write in the new word(s), OR indicate the location of the
insertion by noting “Insert A, B, C…” and print the language to be inserted in the appropriate
space on the Combining Resolutions Form; see example Combining Resolution Form.
#4 - To change one or two words or a phrase, mark through the word(s) to be changed and write
in the new word(s), OR mark through the word(s) to be changed, indicate “Insert A, B, C…” and
print the new word(s) in the appropriate space on the Combining Resolutions Form; see example.
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Example:

ALL changes are marked on the Primary Resolution.
Some also need to be written on the Combining
Resolution Form. Examples of all types are shown
below.
NOTE: Text of #1 does not need to be re-written on
the Combining Resolutions Form.
#1
#2

Primary Resolution
#3

#2

#4

#3
#4
#4

#3

#1
Combining Resolution Form

#3
second resolution to be combined

#1
#1

33

COMBINING RESOLUTIONS FORM
Please complete and attach to original resolutions for combination.

Co-Sponsors:__________________________________________________________
			(original authors of combined resolutions only)
Combined resolution subject:_____________________________________________
Insert A: _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Insert B: _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Insert C: _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Insert D: _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Insert E: _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Insert F: _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
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IF YOUR RESOLUTION IS TABLED
If your resolution is tabled for any reason, don’t panic. During a recess, go to your
Chairperson, and ask him/her what to do. They will be glad to help you, and will do all they can to
see that your resolution has a chance to be considered and voted on by the Committee.

CLOSING CEREMONIES
After Committees have adjourned, all delegates go back to Performance Hall for the Closing
Ceremonies. During the entire Session, the Secretariat observes delegates in and out of Committees,
and may choose to recognize some outstanding achievements. Cooperation among delegates is much
more important than competition at GEMUN, and will determine awards (see "GEMUN Peace
Prize" and "GEMUN Challenge" on the next page). Outstanding Resolutions are also recognized,
and included in a packet which may be sent to the United Nations in New York. Participation in this
program is an outstanding achievement in itself, and certificates are distributed to sponsors for each
participant and for each school.

Preamble to the Charter of the United Nations:
WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS
determined

• to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has
brought untold sorrow to mankind, and
• to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small, and
• to establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising from
treaties and other sources of international law can be maintained, and
• to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,

and for these ends

• to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good neighbours,
and
• to unite our strength to maintain international peace and security, and
• to ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the institution of methods, that armed
force shall not be used, save in the common interest, and
• to employ international machinery for the promotion of the economic and social advancement of all peoples,

have resolved to combine our efforts to accomplish these aims.

Accordingly, our respective Governments, through representatives assembled in the city
of San Francisco, who have exhibited their full powers found to be in good and due form,
have agreed to the present Charter of the United Nations and do hereby establish an
international organization to be known as the United Nations.
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GEMUN PEACE PRIZE
“Over the years we have come to realize that it is not enough to send peacekeeping forces to
separate warring parties. It is not enough to engage in peace-building efforts after societies have
been ravaged by conflict. It is not enough to conduct preventive diplomacy. All of this is essential
work, but we want enduring results. We need, in short, the culture of peace.” - Kofi Annan
Since 2002, a Peace Prize may be presented to a Delegate at GEMUN. To all participants, if
you notice any of the following behaviors, please call them to the Secretariat's attention:
1. An attitude of Goodwill toward ALL others.
2. Deliberate and helpful negotiating in a difficult situation.
3. Great cooperation with other Nations and Delegates.
4. Actions taken to promote Peace and to avoid conflict.
NOTE TO CHAIRPERSONS: Try to find a participant who lives up to the GEMUN Challenge!
Please take note of any of the above and send the information to GEMUN Staff in the Information
Center. Remember that we are looking for those who are truly making an attempt to work for peaceful solutions to problems, or those who are making great effort to clear up any relationships which
are not peaceful. In other words, the Peace Prize goes to a person who truly shows a peace-loving
heart and helps GEMUN participants feel as if they are working for a world in peace and harmony!

GEMUN CHALLENGE
Everyone interested in assisting the GEMUN process of working out new ideas for peace
knows that old relationships of antagonism must be altered. The youth of today will be the leaders of
tomorrow.
GEMUN is an opportunity to allow an entirely new type of creativity in relationships. Who,
among the inhabitants of our planet will be willing to "see" through the "old" outworn antipathies
and go forward in cooperation with the spirit of peace? It could very well be some of those among
the delegates of GEMUN! The United Nations' Charter holds the essence to model. (see page 35)
Our challenge is one which has been with humanity for aeons. It is the difficult challenge to
live in freedom, harmony and cooperation, sharing resources. It is not impossible to bring about a
human mindset where the long sought manifestation of a world without violence will exist. The populace of the world must be educated to realize that the possibility is more than a dream. It will happen
as the people of goodwill begin to mobilize a will-to-good, and refute any lesser attitudes.
Active goodwill has a tremendous power! It is contagious and will cut right through the fogs
of mistrust. Since the human family has never experienced it in total, the requirement for totally new
ways of relating must be worked out through the inspired creativity of those who will accept nothing
less.
In GEMUN, it is intended that the old ways of dealing with world problems through conflict
and argumentative debate shall be abandoned in deference to understanding compromise, cooperation and dialogue among individuals and nations.
Little by little, the spirit of peace shall inspire and rule the hearts and minds of all humanity.
GEMUN has the opportunity to help in bringing this about through modeling a new vision shared by
the entire world group.
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RULES OF PROCEDURE -- LONG FORM
Scope of Rules:
The rules in this handbook are the official rules of GEMUN and will be used throughout the
GEMUN conference for the orderly conduct of business. No other rules of order or procedure shall
apply. NOTE: The Chair is ultimately in charge and has Chair's Discretion on all committee matters.

COMMITTEE RULES
Quorum:
At the first formal session of the Committee, and after each recess, the Chair shall call the roll
to determine which delegations are present. The number of delegations present at the time of the
roll call determines whether or not there is a sufficient number of member countries to conduct
business (quorum). Members must signify ‘present and voting’ at every roll call in order to
establish voting privileges for their nation. If a delegate comes in late to the session, or leaves the
committee for any reason and misses a roll call, they must notify the Chair in writing that they are
'present and voting' when they are seated. At least one-third of all delegations must be present for
business discussion to occur. A majority of delegations must be present for voting to take place.
Agenda:
1. The Secretariat will arrange the resolutions numerically and in a logical order according to topic
and country. The order of the agenda corresponds with the numbers in the top right corner of each
resolution, e.g. 'GA-17.'
2. The order of the agenda may only be altered at the discretion of the Chair.
Debate:
1. Representatives must have the Chairperson’s permission to address the body. The Chairperson
may choose to formulate a Speakers List from those delegates signifying a desire to speak. If the
Speakers List has been set and you would like to be added, send a note to the Chair.
2. If the committee has limited the time of debate, the Chairperson shall call a delegate to order if
s/he has exceeded his/her allotted time.
3. If a delegate's speech on a proposal has time limitations, s/he may also yield to Points of
Information regarding the topic at hand, within an additional time allotment.
4. When one delegate requests information from another delegate who is speaking to the
committee, the request is addressed through the Chair, not directly to the speaker, and therefore
does not include personal pronouns relating to the speaker.
5. When the debate for a resolution is completed, before the next scheduled recess, the Chair
may elect to grant the Right of Reply. Right of Reply is an opportunity to counter an inaccurate or
insulting statement made by another delegate. Requests for the Right of Reply must be submitted to
the Chair in writing. The Chair may limit the length of the delegate’s reply time. Decisions to grant,
or not to grant, the Right of Reply shall not be subject to debate or vote.
*See "RULES OF PROCEDURE -- SHORT FORM" inside back cover.
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Amendments:
1. An Amendment to a resolution adds to, deletes from, or revises any part of that resolution. All
amendments must be submitted in writing to the committee Chair before they are considered by the
body. Copies of the Amendment Form are available from the committee Chair.
2. A Friendly Amendment to a resolution has the support of the author and the co-sponsor(s) of
the resolution being amended.
When a Friendly Amendment is moved, the Chair shall ask each of these parties if they accept it.
If accepted, the Friendly Amendment is part of the resolution. If it is rejected by any of these parties,
it shall not be considered a Friendly Amendment. Friendly Amendments must be labeled as such
when submitted to the committee Chairperson.
3. If an amendment is rejected by either the author of the resolution, or co-sponsor(s), it shall be
deemed an Unfriendly Amendment. At the Chair’s discretion, debate will begin on the amendment.
4. The Chair may rule "out of order" any amendment which is judged to be a waste of the
committee’s time. Amendments of this nature, for example, might change the intent of the resolution
or make trivial or absurd changes in its wording.
5. A secondary amendment must relate to the primary amendment and the main motion.
Resolutions may only be amended twice.
6. If more than the amendment process is needed, delegates may wish to Combine up to three
resolutions (more or less at the Chair's discretion) which have very similar goals. In doing so, the
committee can accomplish the goal of all concerned and also may save some of the committee's
time.
Motions: *NOTE: Any motion may be ruled "out of order" by the chair if there is not sufficient
time or reason to execute it.
1. Any representative may move to Limit or Extend Time of Debate. The motion may limit
the number of speakers, the number of times a representative may speak on a question, the length
of speeches, the length of debate on a particular resolution and/or topic, or any combination of the
above. The motion requires a majority to pass, and is not debatable. (C-2 Motion to Limit or Extend
Time of Debate)*
2. A representative may submit a request to the Chair to move to Table a motion and/or resolution.
The purpose of tabling is to set aside the proposal currently under discussion and allow the body
to move on to the discussion of other matters. In the interest of time, the Chair may elect to declare
the request out of order. The motion to table a resolution will be considered only if the author is not
present or the resolution needs further work. Excessive abuse of the 'table' motion by a delegate will
result in disciplinary action. Tabling a motion/resolution is a decision made by the Chair and is not
voted on by the committee. (C-3 Motion to Table)*
3. A representative may move to resume discussion of a proposal previously tabled by moving to
Take from Table. Important business must be conducted after a motion is tabled for this motion
to be in order. Furthermore, it is in order only when there is no unfinished business on the floor.
Taking from table is a decision made by the Chair and is not voted on by the committee. (C-4
Motion to Take from the Table)*
4. During discussion of any proposal, a delegate may move to Postpone Debate. This motion
must state a time at which debate on the proposal shall resume. When that time is reached, debate
will be resumed as soon as the floor is not occupied by a delegate or a voting procedure. The motion
only applies to agenda topics and resolutions, and is a decision made by the Chair. (C-5 Motion to
Postpone Debate)*
5. A motion to Reconsider a proposal will be in order only when made by a representative who
voted against the resolution, and in a roll call vote ONLY. Reconsideration requires a majority
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vote of the body. This motion is in order when there is not another proposal on the floor, and is not
debatable. (C-6 Motion to Reconsider)*
6. A motion to Withdraw a proposal may be made by its sponsor at any time before voting on it
has commenced, provided it has not been amended. A motion thus withdrawn may be reintroduced
by any member. (C-7 Motion to Withdraw a Motion)*
7. After one speaker for and one speaker against a proposal have both been heard, a representative
may, at any time, move the Previous Question. If the motion is seconded, the Chair may move to an
immediate vote. (C-8 Motion for the Previous Question)*
8. Division of the House demands a roll call vote be taken as opposed to placard vote. It can be
moved only after the Previous Question has been moved, and is only effective for one vote, then
returns to placard vote. (C-9 Motion for the Division of House)*
9. During any discussion, a representative may rise to a Point of Order. The purpose of this
point is to call the attention of the Chair to an infraction, misapplication or violation of these Rules
of Procedure. This point shall immediately be decided upon by the Chair based upon these rules. A
representative rising to a Point of Order shall not speak on the substance of the resolution. (C-10
Point of Order)*
10. Point of Clarification is used to ask questions about parliamentary procedure, or the status of
business, or any other relevant question dealing with the business of the body. The point of inquiry
shall be directed to the Chair, shall be used for clarification only, and may interrupt the current
business. All Points of Clarification made to debate or oppose a statement will be ruled 'out of order'
by the chair and may be re-stated as Points of Information. (C-11 Point of Clarification)*
11. Point of Information is used to request information from the speaker relating to the topic
being presented. This must be asked through the Chair. The Chair may rule out of order any
question considered irrelevant. (C-12 Point of Information)*
12. A Follow-up is used after the speaker replies to a Point of Information, in order to further
question the speaker. Follow-up questions must be directed through the chair using the same form
as a Point of Information. After the speaker responds to the Point, the questioning delegate raises his/
her placard and says "follow-up." A Follow-up is not technically a motion but is treated as a Point of
Information in the order of precedence, i.e. Points of Order, Personal Privilege, and Clarification still
take precedence over a Follow-up. One Follow-up is allowed per Point of Information, and is only
allowed immediately after the Point of Information. (C-13 Follow-up)*
13. Personal Privilege relates to the rights and comforts of the members of the body. If the Chair
judges that the representative’s point is a valid question, it shall immediately attempt to satisfy the
delegate’s need. (C-14 Point of Personal Privilege)*
14. Any Motion to Recess the meeting must include the time when the body shall return to order.
Requires a majority vote. When the meeting resumes, business shall continue as it would have, had
the body not recessed. The Chair reserves the right to recess. This motion is not debatable. (C-15
Motion to Recess)*
15. Motion to Caucus may be made if a delegate wishes to discuss amending or combining
resolutions, negotiating a particular point, etc. All procedures concerning caucus are the same
as those concerning recess, except that delegates are not permitted to leave the room during said
caucus. (C-16 Motion to Caucus)*
16. Motion to Adjourn a meeting implies that all business of the body has been completed. The
motion to adjourn is, however, in order at any time. It shall not be debated, and must be put to an
immediate vote. It is subject to the order of precedence set in the short form on the inside back cover.
(C-17 Motion to Adjourn)*
*See "RULES OF PROCEDURE -- SHORT FORM" inside back cover.
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Voting:
1. Each member nation shall have one vote. No delegate may cast a vote on behalf of another
nation.
2. The phrase "present and voting" means member nations casting an affirmative or negative
vote. Members who abstain are considered present but not voting. Members must signify "present
and voting" at any roll call or, in writing (if not present during roll call) in order to establish voting
privileges for their nation.
3. After the Chair has announced the beginning of voting procedure, no representative may
interrupt the proceedings, except with a point of order in connection with the actual voting
procedure. Pages and Processors will guard the doors for no entrance. There will be no note passing
during voting procedure. During a roll call vote, the Chair may permit members to explain their vote.
To request this right, a member nation must state its vote followed by the phrase, "with rights." The
right of explanation shall be granted after voting but before the results are announced. No questions
may be asked of delegates speaking "with rights" during voting procedure. Vote changes will be
called for after delegates "with rights" are recognized. Delegates cannot change their vote to "with
rights" at this time. The Chair may limit the time allowed for these explanations. Voting procedure is
not complete until the vote has been announced.
4. A resolution (in GA) may be declared an Important Question by the President, requiring a 2/3
majority to pass. This ONLY refers to major items such as those concerning changes to the Charter
of the United Nations.

“Let us be good stewards of the Earth we inherited. All of us have to share the Earth's fragile
ecosystems and precious resources, and each of us has a role to play in preserving them. If we are
to go on living together on this earth, we must all be responsible for it.”
-- Kofi Annan, 1938-2018
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SPECIFIC FOR SECURITY COUNCIL
Quorum:
A quorum of members (10 of 15 members) with at least 3 Permanent Members (China, Russia, the
United States, the United Kingdom or France) is necessary to conduct business. A simple majority
is required to pass procedural motions. A quorum of members (10 of 15 members) which includes all
five Permanent Members must be present to vote on resolutions.
Voting:
1. All votes on FINAL approval of resolutions require a 3/5 majority of those present and voting
AND no objection from a permanent member.
2. Use of the Veto: Veto is the term applied when one of the five permanent members (see above)
votes “against” a resolution; in the event that one of these 5 countries does vote against a resolution,
the resolution immediately fails, even if theirs is the only vote against it. In fact, a permanent
member cannot vote “against” a resolution and not use veto power. If a permanent member does not
want to automatically fail a resolution, but does not want to vote “for” it, they may “abstain” from
voting. The veto only applies to votes on resolutions, not procedural votes. Because of the serious
consequences, permanent members have the responsibility, and duty, to thoroughly debate and
consider the issue at hand before using their veto power.
Attendance for Debate:
1. Because the Security Council is one of the most influential and powerful committees of
GEMUN, it is very important that all members attend all sessions, and arrive on time.
2. Visiting Delegation: Any member of the U.N. who is NOT a member of the Security Council
may take part in a specific debate, if a majority of the Council invites the visitor or if the visitor has
brought the issue before the Council. Issues brought before the Council by a visiting delegation must
be approved by the Council President. Visiting delegates have no vote. Visitors may request the
members of Security Council to put forth a motion or proposal.

Security Council Adopts Resolution on Colombia
The Security Council votes unanimously to adopt Resolution 2453 (2018), calling for the establishment in Colombia of a
tripartite mechanism for monitoring and verification of the Final Agreement for the Termination of the Conflict and Construction of a Stable and Lasting Peace.
13 September 2018
United Nations, New York
Photo # 774462
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Role Play for Parliamentary Procedure
List of Parts:
Chair -Narrator -[United Kingdom]* -[China]* -[USA]* -[Japan]* --

(An example to help you practice.)

**This is an EXAMPLE which is modified and used by the Secretariat at the First Workshop, to use
to give delegates an idea about how Parliamentary Procedure works in committee.
Chair calls the committee to order and has a roll call.
Chair: (Refer to Chair Cheat Sheet, p 15, use correct words) “We’re going to go ahead and get started.
We’ll start with the first resolution, GA1. Will [United Kingdom]* come up and read their resolution?”
[United Kingdom]* reads the resolution.
Chair: “Are there any points of clarification?”
Narrator [explains Point of Clarification]
[China]* raises placard, Chair recognizes [China]*.
[China]* says, “Point of Clarification,” asks for the definition of the word “ ... a word chosen from the resolution.” (NOTE: Chair should know the definition of the word.)
Chair answers.
Chair asks, “Does the delegate wish to speak for his (or her) resolution?”
Narrator [suggests to audience how to be prepared to give a speech in support of their resolution.]
[United Kingdom]* gives speech.
Chair asks, “Are there any Points of Information for the delegate?”
[USA]* raises placard. Chair recognizes [USA]*.
[USA]*: “Point of Information.”
Chair: “Will you accept a Point of Information from [USA]*?”
[United Kingdom]*: “Yes.”
Narrator: [explains Point of Information]
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[USA]*: “How does the delegate plan to [... a question about the resolution]*?”
[UK]* answers.
[USA]*: “Do you really think [... another question about resolution]*?”
Chair: “You’re out of order, delegate.” (Gavel)
Narrator: [explain why he’s out of order]
[USA]* raises placard, waits to be recognized, and restates question in proper form.
[UK]* answers.
Chair asks for any more Points of Information, there are none, and the delegate yields the floor.
Chair asks for motions on the floor.
Narrator: [explain speakers’ list -- not necessary to motion for]
[Japan]* raises placard, Chair recognizes [Japan]*.
[Japan]*: “I move to limit the speakers’ list to one For, one Against.”
[USA]*: “Second.”
Chair: “All ‘For’ limiting the speakers’ list to one ‘For’, one ‘Against’, raise your placards.”
Chair: “We’re now forming a speakers’ list.” [Japan For, USA Against]
The two speakers speak without interruptions.
Chair asks for motions. [USA]* raises placard, Chair recognizes [USA]*.
[USA]*: “I move the Previous Question.”
[China]*: “Second.”
Narrator: [explain voting -- Placard vs Division of House -- Division of House is NOT same as Previous
Question]
Chair: “We will now vote on whether or not to Move the Previous Question.” After voting -- “We are now
in Voting Procedure. The Pages and Processors will please secure the doors, there will be no more note
passing or talking. (Pause to wait for doors to be secured.) All for GA1 please raise your placard.” (USA
votes against, everyone else for.)
Chair: “With 3 ‘For’, 1 ‘Against’ and 0 Abstaining, this resolution Passes.”
Narrator: “Any questions?”
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Committees and Topic Background Information
GEMUN 2019
“Education is a human right with immense power to transform. On its foundation rest the
cornerstones of freedom, democracy and sustainable human development.”
“Climate change is an unprecedented opportunity for governments, investors, firms and citizens to
work together to develop and deploy low-carbon technologies, which can sustain growth within our
planetary boundaries. Shifting towards low-carbon energy systems can avert climate catastrophe while
creating new opportunities for investment, growth and employment.”
-- Kofi Annan, 1938-2018
Request from GEMUN's Secretariat:
• Please note: the order of precedence of the topics is not indicated by the order in which they are
listed. All topics are equally deserving of the attention of the committees.
• The debate is MUCH more interesting if all topics are covered. (At times, many resolutions
submitted to a committee have been on the same topic, and after one or two of these resolutions
are debated, the others receive little interest from the committee. Try to make your resolution on
an interesting and unique aspect of the subject, so it stands out. Or, try using Open Agenda, which
includes any other topic that relates to the committee, but is not an explicitly mentioned topic. Open
Agenda is strongly encouraged as it cultivates more extensive debate and creativity.)
Please make sure parents are aware of the topics to be covered in each committee.
PLEASE NOTE: Some committees have dealt with more mature subject matter than others
in the past, and some parents or sponsors may not be comfortable with their younger delegates
participating in these discussions. GEMUN does cover real world topics, and to help solve these
issues, action must be taken. We hope your delegates will be aware and prepared to participate in
debate involving all topics as they come up.
Links which will help with research for all committees:
http://gemun.org/resource.shtml			 http://gemun.org/topics.html
http://www.un.org/en/					http://www.globalgoals.org/
http://www.mission2020.global/			 http://www.se4all.org/
http://ourworld.unu.edu/en/				http://newsroom.unfccc.int/
http://www.un.org/climatechange/			
http://www.unido.org/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/		

GENERAL ASSEMBLY (GA)
The General Assembly is the policy making body for the United Nations, and consists of all member nations
of the UN. The General Assembly was first created in 1946 after the end of World War II. In 2018, all 193
nations gather to discuss the SDGs, or Sustainable Development Goals. The first policy of the General
Assembly, passed in January of 1946, was that of ensuring peaceful use of atomic energy and weapons.
In December 1948, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted by the GA. This document
establishes the rights and liberties of each human being. The General Assembly has the responsibility of
appointing the Secretary General and creating an overarching theme of cooperation between all UN bodies.
http://www.un.org/en/ga/
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Strengthening The United Nations
The United Nations is committed to serving the world in the most efficient and effective way possible. As
the world develops and the needs of nations change, the UN must adapt accordingly. This means creating a
structure in which improvement and innovation are expected and there is accountability for the transparency
and integrity of the United Nations. Its continuous process of change and reform to strengthen its ability to
deliver its vital services is necessary to maintaining international peace and security.
https://research.un.org/en/docs/uncharter/unreform
https://theelders.org/un-fit-purpose
Persecution of Minority Groups
A founding principle of the United Nations is equality for all people. However, many groups are persecuted
by their government or social norms of their region. Whether these are for religious, racial, or any other
reason, it is incredibly harmful and often forces many people to flee their homes. The UN seeks to identify
existing and emerging obstacles to the enjoyment of the right to freedom of religion or belief .
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Minorities2012/Pages/minorityrights2012.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/freedomreligion/pages/freedomreligionindex.aspx
https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/migration-compact
Making Heavy Industry Paris Compliant
The Paris Agreement is an agreement signed by 195 United Nation Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) members. Its central aims are to strengthen the international response to climate change
by ensuring global temperature increases are limited, and help strengthen the ability of states to respond to
the impacts of climate control. Heavy industry is one of the largest producers of carbon pollution so the UN is
aiming to work with them to make their methods more sustainable and better for the environment.
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://www.unido.org/our-focus/cross-cutting-services/green-industry/green-industry-platform
Nuclear Nonproliferation
The eradication of nuclear weapons has been a top priority of the United Nations since its founding. A major
step towards this goal was achieved with the 1968 Non-Proliferation Treaty. The NPT was a landmark
global treaty which sought to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and weapons technology, to promote
cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and to further the United Nations goal of achieving
international nuclear disarmament. This Treaty represents the only binding commitment in a multilateral
treaty to the goal of disarmament by nuclear-weapon states. In addition to this, the UN is also dedicated
to advancing and enhancing the technology of nuclear power and preserving the environment through this
technology.
https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/
https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/npt/

Treaty of Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons Opening Session
A general view of participants during the
opening session of the Treaty of the NonProliferation of Nuclear Weapons.
23 April 2018 United Nations, Geneva
Photo # 759610
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Access to Sustainable Resources
The seventh Sustainable Development Goal states the the United Nations will strive to “ensure access to
affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all”. In order to create a peaceful, sustainable world,
we must work to ensure that all nations have access to adequate and affordable renewable resources. The UN
is working to ensure the launch of new, more sustainable types of combustion, electricity, and other types of
energy. As global population grows, so does the output of greenhouse gases. The UN is currently considering
future energy demand and global warming, the rise of new technologies, and decarbonising future energy
systems.
http://www.un.org/en/sections/what-we-do/promote-sustainable-development/
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/what-is-gc/our-work/sustainable-development
Global Gender Equality
A fundamental principle of the United Nations Charter adopted by world leaders in 1945 is "equal rights of
men and women"; protecting and promoting women's rights is the responsibility of all States. Women are
frequently underrepresented in power and decision-making roles. They receive unequal pay for equal work
and continue to be targets of physical and sexual abuse. To ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive
health and reproductive rights, adopt and strengthen sound policies and enforceable legislation for the
promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls at all levels are important goals.
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Women/WRGS/Pages/WRGSIndex.aspx
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/what-is-gc/our-work/social/gender-equality
Educational Resources in Developing Nations
The fourth Sustainable Development Goal is to have “inclusive and quality education for all and promote
lifelong learning”. However, many facilities lack the proper resources required to ensure a safe and secure
environment where students can benefit from the educational experience, and as a result, children are not
always able to pursue a higher education. Tuition plays large part, preventing many from being able to go to
school. Although enrollment in primary education has increased globally to 91%, another 57 million children
are unable to go to school and obtain an education, and around half of these children live in areas impacted
greatly by conflict.
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/education/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/leading-the-international-agenda/education-for-all
Decarbonizing Buildings and Infrastructure
Today, carbon emissions has developed into a huge issue that is being discussed globally, since it impacts
the economy, the environment, and society. The Deep Decarbonization Pathways Project (DDPP) is an
SDSN Solution Initiative, creating and expanding national low-emission development pathways to 2050.
Additionally, certain strategies are being put in place to raise financing for renewable energy and storage
solutions as backup, with the main goal being 100% renewable energy production.
http://unsdsn.org/what-we-do/thematic-networks/low-carbon-energy-and-sustainable-industry/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/2017/carbon-dioxide-emissions-from-international-transport-setto-increase/
Open Agenda
http://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/global-issues-overview/index.html
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SECURITY COUNCIL (SC)
The primary purpose of the Security Council is to maintain international peace and security. The Council may
impose sanctions or force on countries in order to ensure peace. The SC has the responsibility of preventing
violent conflict, terrorism, and war. In addition, the Security Council resolves issues regarding territorial disputes and non-proliferation of weapons systems. The body of the SC is composed of five permanent members
-- the United States, China, Russia, Great Britain, and France -- and ten rotating positions. The five permanent
members have the “veto power”, or the ability to unilaterally decline Council resolutions. This unique structure emphasizes the need for consensus among members.
http://www.un.org/en/sc/
Peace and Security in Africa
Africa, being the second most populated continent (with a population of 1.216 billion) and the second largest
continent, is extremely relevant globally. Events in Africa have a major impact on the rest of the world. Due to
this significance, solutions and strategies are necessary to help target the main issues causing the violence and
conflict within many of the 54 countries (such as corruption, pirating, terrorism, internal conflict, and instability) and address conflict de-escalation strategies. Africa has several terrorist groups currently active, from
Boko Haram in Nigeria to al-Shabaab in Somalia. These groups, along with corrupt governments and unstable
infrastructure have contributed to the deaths of many citizens. Because of the large amounts of violence from
these numerous issues, it is essential to focus on de-escalating these conflicts and targeting the root of the
problems in order to ensure a long lasting and relatively peaceful solution.
http://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/peace/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/07/1015082
Efforts to Reduce Cyber Terrorism in the Global Community
Attacks against objects and industries such as banking and finance, telecommunications, emergency services,
air, maritime and rail transportation, and energy and water supply are seen as attractive targets for cyber terrorist groups. These attacks become increasingly dangerous as technology continues to advance, as they can
not only result in civilian casualties, but can disrupt the functionality of public services, including national
defense. The United Nations Security Council has constantly emphasized the need for cyber reform, and taken
action against the growing groups of cyber terrorists.
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12714.doc.htm
The Reunification of the Korean Peninsula
Following the 2018 summit between the leader of the DPRK and the leader of the Republic of Korea, the
United Nations has taken substantial interest in the reunification of the countries on the Korean Peninsula,
who have remained separated since the Korean War (1950-1953). The UN and its member nations share com(cont.)
Security Council Considers Peace Consolidation in
West Africa
The Security Council met today to consider the situation in West
Africa and called for a strategic review of the mandate and activities of the United Nations Regional Office for Central Africa
(UNOCA). Noting the increased demands on the United Nations
Office for West Africa (UNOWAS), the Council underscored the
need for adequate resources, while reiterating its concern about
the region’s challenging security situation, notably threats posed
by terrorism and transnational organized crime.
A wide view of the meeting.
10 August 2018 United Nations, New York
Photo # 771650
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mon interest in the goals set between the two countries (to strive towards military-arms reductions, complete
denuclearization of the Peninsula, and eventually a formal ending to the Korean War) and remains keen on
observing a continuation of this cooperation in the future. Considering the brutal history between the two
nations, the UN-partner Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO) joins the United
Nations in offering any assistance necessary for denuclearization on the Peninsula and encouraging long-term
peace and stability between the two countries.
http://www.un-rok.org/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/04/1008412
Prevention of an arms race in outer space
The United Nations has made prominent efforts to maintain outer space for peaceful use. However, currently, many member states of the United Nations are actively working to create government programmes
on the grounds of militarizing space for the purposes of national security. Existing legal framework prohibits
the placement of Nuclear Weapons or any other kinds of weapons of mass destruction into space as well as
stationing such weapons within celestial bodies. Furthermore, the use of space is restricted to peaceful means,
this includes that any and all explorations of space must be carried out to the benefit of all nations' interests.
Also, no celestial object or body can be claimed by a nation or be subject under national appropriation under
this legislation. With many nations such as the US, China, and Russia looking to militarize outer space, the
United Nations must take action to suppress these rising actions for the continuation of peace and stability for
what lies beyond the Earth's reaches.
https://www.un.org/disarmament/topics/outerspace/
Terrorism in Asia and the Middle East
Since the events of 9/11 in the United States, and numerous other acts of terror across many of the nations
within the UN, the United Nations has actively worked towards reducing them. In South-East Asia, many
criminal groups have the purpose of smuggling and trafficking people for labour. Many of these groups do
not have financial stability and may join forces with ISIL for financial support. In South Asia, there are many
allied terrorist groups such as Al-Qaeda and the Taliban with a focus of combat and recruitment for ISIL. The
threats imposed by these terrorist groups in South Asia have led to many socio-political issues. In Central and
Western Asia, there are totalitarian regimes with arms and human trafficking. The United Nations works to
build safety for the millions affected by the many acts of terrorism.
https://www.un.org/sc/ctc/focus-areas/regional/
https://www.un.org/sc/ctc/focus-areas/
The Rohingya Crisis
In the Rakhine State located in Myanmar, violence is escalating the already ongoing humanitarian crisis. The crisis is being called ethnic cleansing by many, due to the similarity to hate crimes, based on ethnic
values and beliefs. In the year 1982, the nation of Myanmar passed a citizenship law declaring the Rohingya
(cont.)

Secretary-General Visits Bangladesh
Rohingya refugees in the Kutupalong Rohingya Refugee
Camp in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh.
02 July 2018 Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh
Photo # 775239
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Muslim people illegal. As of July 2018, the Rohingya people are some of the most persecuted people on this
planet. This act of violence being committed by the government of Myanmar has been condemned by many
nations. However, no action has been taken upon it. The Rohingya people have been subject to mass murder
and widespread arson amounting to crimes against humanity, all from Burmese forces. It is the goal of the
United Nations to work with the state of Myanmar and the Rohingya Muslims to bring back human rights to
the Rohingya people, and help them seek refuge in neighboring Thailand and Bangladesh.
https://www.unocha.org/rohingya-refugee-crisis
https://www.hrw.org/tag/rohingya-crisis
The Destabilization of Nations through the Effects of Climate Change
Many nations are facing issues related to a lack of resources due to global climate change. The United
Nations has already declared that nations such as Chad and Somalia are losing stability due to global climate
change. Lake Chad has been shrinking at an alarming rate, causing a strain on resources. The people of Somalia are currently struggling with weather conditions such as droughts and famine. The economic and political
stability of many developing countries relies on agriculture. The next crucial steps that the United Nations
must take are to work to not only reduce the alarming rate at which the world is heating up, but also provide
as much support as possible to nations struggling to maintain its residents with the necessities of life.
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/dsgsm1195.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13264.doc.htm
Open Agenda
http://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/peace-and-security/

ECONOMIC and SOCIAL COUNCIL
(ECOSOC)
The United Nations Economic and Social Council, or ECOSOC, was created by the UN in 1945 in order to
further economic, social, and environmental development, which comprise sustainable development. As such,
it has a critical role of being one of the six principal organs in UN. In order to establish sustainable development, ECOSOC fosters debate and innovative thinking, forges consensus on ways forward, and coordinates
efforts to achieve internationally agreed goals. It is also responsible for the follow-up to major UN conferences and summits, so that it can establish plans put forward to advance sustainable development.
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/

High-level Political Forum on
Sustainable Development
Secretary-General António Guterres (centre, standing)
speaks with Liu Zhenmin (right), Under-Secretary-General
for Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), and Marie Chatardová (left), President of the Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) and Permanent Representative of the Czech
Republic to the UN, before addressing the closing session of
the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development.
18 July 2018 United Nations, New York
Photo # 770183
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Renewing globalization to improve wellbeing
One resource defines globalization as the act of “increasingly integrated global economy marked especially by
free trade.” However, we as a community are taking steps further and further away from this goal. Consider
this fact: trade became a critical turning point in 1990 such that half of the world’s poorest have been elevated
to a more dignified way of living. Looking at the recent trends, though, this progress could be sharply cut
down and could even deteriorate. Thus, it is imperative that countries work together with increased cooperation and coordination such that globalization is more strongly established.
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/globalization
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/intergovernmental-coordination/new-globalization-report.html
http://www.un.org/esa/coordination/globalization.htm
Debt in Underdeveloped and Developing Nations
Each year, eleven million children die due to poverty. These unnecessary deaths are caused in large part because countries divert resources into debt repayment instead of social provisions. Thus, amendments must be
made about how to hold countries accountable when they do not use the aid properly, and how to decrease the
amount of aid that is channeled into other means.
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/financing/debt-as-an-obstacle-to-sdgs.html
https://developmentfinance.un.org/debt-and-debt-sustainability
Zero Emission Transport
Greenhouse gases are gases that trap heat in the atmosphere. While naturally occurring levels of greenhouse
gases are beneficial to the environment, the increasing levels of greenhouse gases means that there are increased weather extremes which can cause catastrophic effects. Most vehicles emit nitrous oxides and carbon
monoxide, thereby increasing the amount of greenhouse gases produced. Thus, we must aim to have zero
emission transport, which will aid us in decreasing these harmful gases worldwide.
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/transport
https://unfccc.int/news/zero-emission-public-transport-boosted-in-europe
Development of Areas Affected by Natural Disasters
Natural disasters are taking place all around the world and impacting many countries. Recent hurricanes
such as Hurricane Harvey, Irma and Maria have created destruction and affected the environment in those
areas. The UN has taken the step up to help the affected areas and countries by supporting and assisting them
with economic and financial stability. “These disasters led to tragic loss of lives, displaced people, damaged
infrastructure and homes, and disrupted livelihoods in both developed and developing countries,” said Marie
Chatardová, the ECOSOC President. The UN has used their best efforts in order to help create a better and
safer life for those who were impacted by these disasters. It is important that we take actions to turn things
(cont.)

Aftermath of Hurricane Matthew Devastation
in Les Cayes, Haiti
Scene from Les Cayes, Haiti, in the aftermath of
Hurricane Matthew, the category 4 storm which
made landfall in the country on 4 October, 2016.
06 October 2016 Les Cayes, Haiti
Photo # 697658
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around for people and create and better and brighter future for them.
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/intergovernmental-coordination/ecosoc-event-on-disasterresilience.html
https://unchronicle.un.org/article/economic-recovery-after-natural-disasters
Internet Access and Sustainability
Around the world many countries are privileged enough to have access to technology and internet use everyday. Though most countries have that luxury, some countries do not. Helping developing countries have access to internet can help their chances to achieve sustainable economic growth. Some countries strip the right
of having access to internet from their people. To help reduce and bring this issue to an end, the UN declares
internet access as a human right. This report by the UN includes that access to internet should be maintained
at all times. The access to internet is a right all humans should have as it is needed in the lives of most people
and UN has taken responsibility to ensure that access.
https://www.wired.com/2011/06/internet-a-human-right/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2018/01/worlds-vulnerable-countries-track-achieve-universal-internet-access-2020-un-report/
Sustainable Development and Cultural Rights
Sustainable development focuses on meeting current human needs without compromising the needs of future
generations. Cultural rights play a major role in the viability of sustainable development on a local, national
and global level. Global cultural sustainability improves our global identities and provides connections and
bonds among the global communities. Focusing on the cultural variances in the world will add to the mission
of sustainable development of societies today and in the future.
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/culture-and-development/hangzhou-congress/introducing-cultural-heritage-into-the-sustainable-development-agenda/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/brasilia/culture/culture-and-development/culture-in-sustainable-development/
Investment in Climate Action
Climate Action is an investment process between governments, businesses, and public bodies to help stop the
effects of climate change globally by using methods like sustainable development and developing the "green"
economy. Many country governments are focused on a “low-carbon economy.” Spain, for example, has improved drastically by using 45% renewable energy sources. This is just one of many examples of how climate
action is working. Investment into climate action is imperative in order to create a strong global future.
http://www.unepfi.org/investment/investment/
https://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/climate-change/
Open Agenda
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/home (click on menu item ‘What We Do’)

High-level Forum on Culture of Peace
Rigoberta Menchú, Guatemalan indigenous leader,
human rights activist and Nobel Laureate, addresses
the High-level Forum on the Culture of Peace.
05 September 2018 United Nations, New York
Photo # 773178
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UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME
(UNEP)
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), also known as UN Environment, is the United Nations
body that is dedicated to the betterment of managing the Earth’s resources and treatment of the environment.
Our mission is to “provide leadership and encourage partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring,
informing, and enabling nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising that of
future generations.”
https://www.unenvironment.org/
Marine Ecosystems
An ecosystem is defined as "a community and the interactions of living and nonliving things in an area."
Marine ecosystems have distinct organisms and characteristics that result from the unique combination of
physical factors that create them. Overfishing, oil drilling, tourism, recreation, coastal development, and
pollution are all harming marine habitats and decreasing the number of many marine species at a fast rate. It
is imperative that we promote the protection of, and reach the sustainable management of the world’s marine
and coastal systems.
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/oceans-seas
http://data.unep-wcmc.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/ecosystems
Sustainable agricultural practices
As the world population continues to grow, much more effort and innovation will be urgently needed in order
to sustainably increase agricultural production, improve the global supply chain, decrease food losses and
waste, and ensure that all who are suffering from hunger and malnutrition have access to nutritious food.
Many in the international community believe that it is possible to eradicate hunger within the next generation,
and are working together to achieve that goal.
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/foodagriculture
Environmental disasters and cleanup
More than two billion people have been affected by disasters and conflicts since 2000. It is our task to create
infrastructures that help rehabilitate the people and places that have been affected by environmental disasters.
It is also important that these infrastructures help prepare, and even help prevent, the future possible fallout of
environmental disasters.
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/disasters-conflicts

World Bee Day Celebration at UNHQ
The Permanent Mission of Slovenia, in partnership
with the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
organized an event to celebrate World Bee Day at UN
Headquarters. The Permanent Mission of Slovenia also
donated a new house for the hive.
A detail of one of the houses donated by Bees Without
Borders in 2017, when the hive was first introduced to
UNHQ.
24 May 2018 United Nations, New York
Photo # 763309
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Biosafety
Modern biotechnology can bring many benefits, but there are concerns that it could also have adverse impacts
on biodiversity and human health. Biosafety is the prevention of large-scale loss of biological integrity,
focusing both on ecology and human health. The technologies that utilize nature must be managed to prevent
irreversible consequences. When used properly, pesticides, GMOs, and the like, can be valuable, but these
tools must be kept in check.
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/biosafety
Extractives vs. Renewable Energy Resources
Extractives are resources such as coal, oil, copper, and others of the extractive industries. The use of these
resources has its place in the world; but just as with anything, balance is key. We are always looking for new
renewable energy methods. Finding this evasive balance is the answer to sustainable development.
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/extractives/about-extractives
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/energy/
Waste Control
Every person leaves behind a carbon footprint. An action as simple as breathing, affects the chemical makeup
of the space around us. Chemicals and waste are integral to almost all sectors of society, and their sound
management is essential for protecting human and environmental health. Finding safe means of disposing
waste can be difficult, but for sustainable development to be reached this mission must be met.
http://web.unep.org/environmentassembly/waste
Forest Protection and Regulation
The health of the world’s forests is fundamental to humanity’s place on this planet. Together, they regulate
climate, prevent land degradation, reduce the risk of floods, landslides and avalanches, and protect people
from droughts and dust storms. Forests also played a critical role in staving off the worst impacts of climate
change, serving as the world’s second-largest storehouse of carbon.
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/forests
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/news/2017/01/six-global-forest-goals/index.html
Open Agenda
https://www.unenvironment.org/ (click on menu item ‘Explore Topics’)
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/

UNMIL Supports Garbage Collection Project
As part of a Quick Impact Project (QIP) supported by
the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) one
hundred young men and women in ten different areas
of Monrovia have been given training and tools to manage the waste of their neirbourghoods - predominantly
plastic, cans and glass. After collecting and separating the material they sell the waste to local recycling
companies.
A young man collects garbage in their neighbourhood in
New Kru Town, a suburb of Monrovia, Liberia.
26 January 2018 Monrovia, Liberia
Photo # 754386
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UNITED NATIONS CHIDREN'S FUND
(UNICEF)
The United Nations International Children's’ Emergency Fund, or UNICEF, was created in 1946 after World
War II for the welfare of children worldwide. This committee focuses on bettering conditions for children
internationally. UNICEF has the mission of ensuring safe, healthy, happy childhoods for every individual.
The future of the world relies on the youth of today. The United Nations is helping children across the globe
through UNICEF with countless programs, achieving goals such as lowering child mortality and providing
education for children internationally.
https://www.unicef.org/
Early Childhood Development
The early years of childhood are some of the most critical years for a child’s mental and physical
development. We know a baby’s brain is constructed through a complex interplay of rapid neural connections
that begin before birth. However, around 43% of children from low-medium income families below the age of
5 are failing to get the proper nutrition, protection, and intellectual stimulation required to ensure them a good
foundation for their lives. Children who do not receive the proper early childhood care and stimulation are
significantly less healthy, mentally alert, and emotionally secure than their peers, which hinders their potential
as they mature. UNICEF is working to provide Early Childhood Development programmes across the world
to help communities prepare their children for successful, healthy futures.
https://www.unicef.org/earlychildhood
https://www.unicef.org/earlychildhood/index_bigpicture.html
Child Immunization
Advancements in vaccines and immunizations have the potential to eradicate many diseases across the globe
and saves around 2-3 million lives annually; but, currently more than 1.5 million children die every year
from diseases that could have been prevented by proper vaccinations. UNICEF works in 5 major capacites
to ensure each child gets the immunizations essential to their healthcare, including: Vaccine Innovation,
Disease Eradication and Elimination Programmes, Vaccine Supply, the Cold Chain (Vaccine Protection), and
Vaccinating Children in Every Community. Altogether, these initiatives help establish a healthy beginning for
children’s healthcare and medical futures.
https://www.unicef.org/immunization-programme
Humanitarian Action for Children
In 2018, UNICEF provided $54.8 million (USD) in aid to children living in the midst of the humanitarian
crises in Iraq, Nigeria, Syria, South Sudan, Yemen, Democratic Republic of Congo, and Bangladesh. Children
are regarded as the most vulnerable victims of the numerous humanitarian crises occurring around the world
and UNICEF is committed to improving their first-line response, cash transfers, humanitarian advocacy &
learning packages for the youth in these high-risk environments. These resources aim to alleviate the suffering
and turmoil faced by the youngest members of the most conflicted societies, and help ensure that they receive
the safety and protection that they need.
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/global_support.html
Children Affected by Natural Disasters
In countries affected by emergencies like wars and natural disasters, children lose vital necessities, such as
access to food, shelter and education. For every four children who aren't in school, one of them is in a crisis
affected country. Children in emergencies are those that need education the most, because schools provide a
place to learn and a distraction from trauma. Around 250 million primary school children cannot read, write or
do basic math. Many children come to school to learn, but are held back from concentrating by being sick or
(cont.)
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tired from household chores, or because of discrimination, bullying or poor learning facilities.
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/social-and-human-sciences/themes/fight-against-discrimination/education-ofchildren-in-need/children-victims-of-war-and-natural-disasters/
https://www.unicef.org/education/
Child Malnutrition
Child malnutrition refers to the lack of adequate food or the starvation of children in many parts of the world.
Lack of proper nutrition throughout their developmental years can lead to severe stunting of the child’s
physical and cognitive growth, which hinders their capability throughout their lives and currently affects
around 161 million children under the age of 5. UNICEF works to eliminate micronutrient deficiencies in
children, improve adolescent and maternal nutrition, and incorporate nutrition into other health and sanitation
initiatives through programs such as the Baby-Friendly Hospital Initiative and the Health and Nutrition
Programme to help children in over 90 countries achieve the nutritional standards necessary for their
development. https://www.unicef.org/nutrition/
https://news.un.org/en/tags/child-malnutrition
Child Protection
Everyday, children are forced into harm's way and forced to let go of their fundamental human right of
safety and security. Millions of Children are forced into inhumane acts such as manual labor, armed groups,
organ trafficking, and etc. This hinders their growth into adults as well as being uneducated through a
proper education system. The UNICEF Child Protection program strives to create a world where there is no
exploitation and harm, causing the sense of fear in children growing up. Without such intervention, these
children are at the risk of death, disease, poor physical abilities and limited mental development. UNICEF
tries, with cooperation and hard work alongside governments, NGOs and international organizations to
provide the safety and security for all children in the world.
https://www.unicef.org/protection/57929_57977.html
Children Rights
In today’s time, there are many nations in which children’s rights are limited. This underlying issue disrupts
the right for children to survive and develop knowledgeable characteristics for access to a future of equal
opportunity to achieve successful development as adults. UNICEF launched the Convention on the Rights
of the Child (CRC) which as of yet has been the most widely ratified piece of legislation throughout the
United Nations. Children were given the ability to promote their voices and be heard through their societies,
but ultimately, their rights were limited to those of women in many nations. With the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the CRC, UNICEF is actively
working with member nations to bring equality between men and women in all aspects of life whether it may
be public, private, or within family.
https://www.unicef.org/why/why_rights.html
Open Agenda
https://www.unicef.org/what-we-do

Flooding in Belet Weyne, Somalia
A mother with her children sits in front of a makeshift
house at Eel Jaale camp on the outskirt of Belet Weyne,
Somalia. The city is currently experiencing its worst
flooding ever with over 150,000 people displaced.
30 April 2018 Belet Weyne, Somalia
Photo # 760782
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HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
(HRC)
PLEASE NOTE: This committee has dealt with more mature subject matter than others in the past, and some
parents or sponsors may not be comfortable with their younger delegates participating in these discussions.
GEMUN does cover real world topics, and to help solve these issues, action must be taken. We hope your
delegates will be aware and prepared to participate in debate involving all topics as they come up.
The Human Rights Council (HRC) was created in March 15, 2006 by the UN General Assembly. The HRC’s
missions is to “work for the protection of all human rights for all people; to help empower people to realize
their rights; and to assist those responsible for upholding such rights in ensuring that they are implemented.”
Many of the problems the HRC faces require the teamwork and participation of all the member Nations.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/home.aspx
Human Rights in the Digital Age
As our societal environment continues to evolve, basic human rights have not only been challenged in the
physical world, but also in the digital world. Technology has altered the way that human rights are exercised
and violated. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights are frequently infringed on the internet with little
to no punishment. For example, freedom from Interference with Privacy, Family, Home and Correspondence
(article 12). There are other ways that human rights on the internet get overlooked daily. Legal, political, and
social institutions need to take the steps necessary to protect human rights online. Overall this issue affects
everyone in our global community. Human rights in the digital age needs to be addressed for this is an evergrowing problem as our society inevitably advances.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2014/12/23/human-rights-digital-age
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/digitalage/pages/digitalageindex.aspx
Protection for Refugees
A refugee is any person who has been forced out of their home because of things such as war, poverty,
persecution, or natural disaster. Refugees are very often subjected to different human rights violations by
the governments of the countries they flee to. These refugees have nothing and, usually, lack the resources
to protect themselves from aggression. They also lack the protection that their government would normally
provide for them. These things together make refugees a very targeted group. The United Nations must come
together to protect the rights of refugees.
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/protection.html
The Right to Health
“The human right to health means that everyone has the right to the highest attainable standard of physical
and mental health, which includes access to all medical services, sanitation, adequate food, decent housing,
healthy working conditions, and a clean environment” -- National Economic and Social Rights Initiative
(NESRI). Every human must not only be provided with these resources, but also with health care. Health
care is a part of the human right to health. The health care system is best if designed by the following eight
key standards: Universal Access, Availability, Acceptability and Dignity, Quality, Non-Discrimination,
Transparency, Participation, and Accountability. Many impoverished countries tend to neglect the importance
of health among the population. These eight standards need to be enforced globally. Overall, everyone needs
quality health care and should always be provided with it.
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/ESCR/Pages/Health.aspx
http://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/human-rights-and-health
Rights of Indigenous People
For centuries indigenous people in many nations have suffered countless abuses at the hands of colonization
(cont.)
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and injustice. It is the job of the Human Rights Council to protect these innocent people from suffering
more inequality. The United Nations attempts to heal the wounds of colonization by providing support to
indigenous people and ensuring governmental protection of first-nations people. Though many countries are
involved in the instatement of reparations agreements with indigenous groups, more work must be done to
ensure current and ongoing protection and rights to indigenous people.
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.
html
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/pages/declaration.aspx
Human Trafficking
Human trafficking is a major issue that involves the selling, enslavement, and possible kidnapping of human
beings. As of 2018, an estimated 50 million people in the world are currently being enslaved or trafficked;
millions of whom are children. Trafficking mainly involves the act of forcing individuals to perform unpaid
or forced illegal labor, but it also can include the unlawful smuggling of human beings across the border of
different countries.
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/index.html
The Death Penalty
More than 160 member states in the United Nations have abolished the death penalty, but it is still a prevalent
issue in many nations. It is most common in the United States of America and parts of the Middle East.
The United Nations has staunchly opposed capitol punishment since its creation in 1948. According to the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights article three, individuals have “the right to life, liberty and security of
person”. In article five, it is stated that “No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment.” The discussion of capital punishment is one that is of utmost importance to
delegates in the Human Rights Council.
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/DeathPenalty/Pages/DPIndex.aspx
Workers’ Right and Unions
It is the responsibility of businesses to recognize the right of workers to unionize and demand fair and equal
treatment. Many workers do not face proper and correct treatment, and instead often have their rights violated.
Despite the near-universal legalization of unionizing, many companies still prevent their workers from
standing together to petition for better pay and benefits. The Universal Declaration for Human Rights states
in article 23(4), “Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of his interests.”
The Human Rights Council has the responsibility of working towards ensuring the rights and protections for
workers in each country.
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/what-is-gc/our-work/social/labour
http://www.industriall-union.org/labour-rights-are-human-rights-un-report
Open Agenda
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Pages/ListOfIssues.aspx
Secretary-General Visits Bangladesh
Secretary-General António Guterres traveled to Bangladesh to
highlight the continuing plight of nearly one million Rohingya
refugees driven from their homes in Myanmar. While there he
traveled to Cox’s Bazar to visit Rohingya refugee communities and
humanitarian workers, and to advocate for increased donor support.
Mr. Guterres was joined on the trip by Jim Yong Kim, President of
the World Bank Group, and Filippo UN High Commissioner for
Refugees.
Rohingya refugees in the Kutupalong Rohingya Refugee Camp in
Cox's Bazar.
02 July 2018 Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh Photo # 775242
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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION
(WHO)
The World Health Organization, or WHO, was created in order to respond to global health crises, reduce
pandemics and create a better standard of healthcare internationally. WHO gives the world guidance for better
health, sets the standards of health for countries around the world, and helps other health programs to become
stronger. The World Health Organization was created in 1948, and functions as the coordinating body on
matters of international public health.
http://www.who.int/
Health Consequences of Climate Change
The global Climate has been affected by human activities over the last 50 years, leading carbon dioxide
and other greenhouse gases to trap heat in the lower atmosphere. This changes the climate and affects the
social and environmental determinants of health: clean air, safe drinking water, sufficient food and secure
shelter. There were meetings in 2018 to bring together Government representatives from over 40 of the most
vulnerable countries and territories in the world, with WHO, other UN partners and technical experts to
advance global action on climate change and health. The goal of these meetings is empowerment: supporting
and integrating health leadership; evidence: producing country profiles of climate change and health;
implementation: building and integrating climate-resilient health systems; and resources: facilitating access to
climate and health financing mechanisms.
http://www.who.int/globalchange/mediacentre/events/climate-health-conference/en/
http://www.who.int/en/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/climate-change-and-health
Reducing Socioeconomic Inequality in Healthcare
Improving the health of the poor and reducing health inequalities between the poor and non-poor has become
a central goal for the WHO. Global life expectancy for children born in 2015 is 71.4 years; however, this
report also shows that newborns in 29 high-income countries, have an average life expectancy of 80 years or
more, while newborns in 22 sub-Saharan African countries have life expectancy of less than 60 years. A WHO
report launched in July 2018 describes how a child’s likelihood of being vaccinated, an essential need for
survival, is affected by socioeconomic, demographic and geographic factors.
http://www.who.int/news-room/headlines/19-05-2016-life-expectancy-increased-by-5-years-since-2000-buthealth-inequalities-persist
http://www.who.int/primary-health/en/
Water Related Illnesses
Contaminated water and poor sanitation are linked to transmission of diseases such as cholera, diarrhoea,
dysentery, hepatitis A, typhoid, and polio. 842,000 people are estimated to die each year due to diarrhoea,
a largely preventable medical condition, as a result of unsafe drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene. As a
global leader on health, WHO, working closely with UNICEF, produces a series of water quality guidelines,
including on drinking-water, safe use of wastewater, and safe recreational water environments.
http://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/drinking-water
http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/en/
Cancer
Cancer is a disease which causes body cells to constantly divide until a point where the body can’t survive.
This disease can be impossible to treat. Fortunately, many cancers do have treatment plans available.
However, treatment requires various costly medications as well as an alternative lifestyle. There are still
many cancers that don’t have solutions yet, and WHO as well as the international community are progressing
towards a cure.
http://www.who.int/cancer/en/
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Maternal and Women’s Health
Maternal health is the health of women during pregnancy, childbirth and the postpartum period. Motherhood
is an experience associated with suffering, ill-health and even death in too many cases. The major causes of
maternal morbidity and mortality include hemorrhage, infection, high blood pressure, unsafe abortion, and
obstructed labour. Using the data to which WHO has access, an estimated 99% of maternal deaths occur in
developing countries. Maternal mortality reduction remains a priority under “Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and
promote well-being for all at all ages” in the new Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) agenda through
2030.
http://www.who.int/maternal-health/en/
http://www.who.int/topics/womens_health/en/
Mental Health
Mental health is defined as a state of well-being in which every individual realizes his or her own potential,
can cope with the normal stresses of life, can work productively and fruitfully, and is able to make a
contribution to her or his community. The positive dimension of mental health is stressed in WHO's definition
of health as contained in its constitution: "Health is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being
and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity." The ideal world is envisioned in the declaration as a place
“where physical, mental and social well-being is assured” in keeping with the WHO definition of health.
Specifically, goal 3 of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) focuses on ensuring healthy lives and
promoting well-being for all at all ages.
http://www.who.int/mental_health/en/
Vaccine availability
A vaccine is a biological preparation that improves immunity to a particular disease. A vaccine typically
contains an agent that resembles a disease-causing microorganism and is often made from weakened or
killed forms of the microbe, its toxins or one of its surface proteins. The agent stimulates the body's immune
system to recognize the agent as foreign, destroy it, and "remember" it so that the immune system can more
easily recognize and destroy any of these microorganisms that it later encounters. It is one of the most costeffective health investments, with proven strategies that make it accessible to even the most hard-to-reach and
vulnerable populations. It has clearly defined target groups; it can be delivered effectively through outreach
activities, and vaccination does not require any major lifestyle change. With this in mind, the WHO wants to
follow six steps, called the Global Action Vaccination Plan (GVAP) to protect against infectious diseases.
http://www.who.int/immunization/diseases/en/
http://www.who.int/topics/vaccines/en/
http://www.who.int/topics/immunization/en
http://www.who.int/gho/health_equity/explorations-of-inequality-childhood-immunization
Open Agenda
http://www.who.int/health-topics/

Closing Ceremony of Global Health Challenge
Campaign in Bangui
Staff members serving with the United Nations
Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission
in the Central African Republic (MINUSCA) in
Bangui pose for a group photo with certificates
of completion during the closing ceremony of the
Global Health Challenge Campaign.
26 January 2018
Bangui, Central African Republic Photo # 74954
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FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION
(FAO)
The Food and Agriculture Organization, or FAO, was established in 1945 upon the creation of the United
Nations. The FAO has led international efforts in defeating issues regarding hunger and food inequality. The
Food and Agriculture organization makes efforts to achieve food security for all individuals, regulate safe
farming practices, and ensure equality in food industries. With a global presence in over 130 countries, FAO
works to improve nutrition, raise the standard of living in rural populations, increase sustainable agricultural
productivity, and help bring about global economic growth.
http://www.fao.org/home/en/
Child Labor in Agriculture
There are 108 million girls and boys forced into child labor in agriculture. Most of the time, these children
are doing jobs that can be both hazardous and deleterious for their health. As a result of spending hours each
day at work, they do not have access to a proper education. Most (70 percent) of all child labourers are unpaid
family workers and do not have the choice to become something other than a farmer.
http://www.fao.org/childlabouragriculture/en/
Food Waste Reduction
According to the FAO, nearly 1.3 billion tonnes of food in the world is lost or wasted annually. This is
roughly equivalent to one-third of the food produced globally. In many developing countries, food loss is
caused by poor storage and transportation infrastructure. Inefficient farming techniques also contribute to
this issue. In developed countries, food waste occurs most on the consumer-level. Incorrect or misleading
expiration labels on food products has caused the wastage of millions of tonnes of edible food. It is estimated
that if one-fourth of the food currently lost is saved, the 870 million undernourished people worldwide could
be fed. It is necessary that food waste is drastically reduced.
http://www.fao.org/save-food/resources/keyfindings/en/ http://www.fao.org/food-loss-and-food-waste/en/
http://www.fao.org/save-food/en/
Women in Agriculture
Nearly 50 percent of farmers worldwide are women. Women face a variety of issues in agriculture as they
generally have less access to agricultural resources compared to their male counterparts. Although women are
a large driving force for agricultural-based economies, women are often denied land ownership. According
to the FAO, women farmers are much less likely than male farmers to use fertilizers and mechanical tools.
Women farmers are not able to reach higher productivity levels because of gender inequalities. The FAO
stated that if women farmers were given equal opportunities, up to 150 million undernourished people could
be fed. Thus, it is essential that women farmers have equal rights. https://womenwatch.unwomen.org/foodagriculture
http://www.fao.org/gender/en/
https://www.ifad.org/web/guest/gender
Sustainable Packaging of Food
One of the issues regarding food packaging is its reusability. Single-use plastics are commonly used to
package foods. Even though they are recyclable, plastic food containers make up a large majority of landfill
waste. Additionally, many of the materials used in food packaging end up in oceans and rivers, which
threatens the health of the entire marine ecosystem. There needs to be an alternative, less wasteful way to
package food in order to ensure the sustainability of our planet.
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/04/1007842
http://web.unep.org/ourplanet/december-2017/articles/waste-not-%E2%80%A6
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Feeding 10 billion people by 2050
The global population is estimated to reach 9.7 billion people by 2050. In many developing countries, modern
agricultural technologies, such as genetically-modified seeds, chemical fertilizers, and agricultural machinery,
are not commonly used, which reduces the potential of the global food production output. Additionally, the
food currently produced globally is not distributed properly and about a third of it is lost or wasted. Nearly
36% of the world’s crop calories are given to livestock and about 9% of the world’s food calories are used to
make biofuels. These issues must be combated to ensure that there is enough food for the global population in
2050.
http://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/food/
http://www.unwater.org/will-feed-9-billion-people-2050/
Hunger in Displaced People
In 2015, the number of displaced people has grown to an estimated 244 million. As the population starts to
increase so will the movement of migrants. These migrants tend to be from rural communities or places where
there are already little resources available. The cause of these movements of people is usually related to the
current violence and wars in areas of conflict such as the Middle East and Africa. It further compels these
people to leave when there is little food or water available, no social security, and lack of employment in their
countries. Both men and women in these countries report having next to no land available to produce food for
their people, resulting in a spiral of food instability and mass migrations.
http://www.fao.org/state-of-food-security-nutrition/en/
http://www.fao.org/migration/en/
Providing Healthy Nutrition for Malnourished Children
Millions of children suffer from malnutrition. Every year, around 3 million children die due to undernutrition.
A malnourished child lacks the nutrients needed for proper health and development. When children don't have
access to food on a regular basis, it makes it easier for them to become sick and in severe cases, may lead
to premature death. Malnourished children also struggle to develop physically, which may lead to a life in
discomfort and pain.
https://www.wfp.org/nutrition/direct-causes
Open Agenda
http://www.fao.org/themes/en/

Food Aid Distribution in
Central African Republic
Food aid, sent from Uganda via South Sudan,
is distributed to internally displaced persons
living in southeastern Central African Republic, including the towns of Gambo, Pombolo,
Rafai and Zemio.
02 August 2018 Central African Republic
Photo # 775404
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COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN
(CSW)
PLEASE NOTE: This committee has dealt with more mature subject matter than others in the past, and some
parents or sponsors may not be comfortable with their younger delegates participating in these discussions.
GEMUN does cover real world topics, and to help solve these issues, action must be taken. We hope your
delegates will be aware and prepared to participate in debate involving all topics as they come up.
The Commision on the Status of Women (CSW) was created by a Resolution from ECOSOC on June 21,
1946. It is made up of 45 states responsible for the promotion and protection of the rights of women and girls
globally. The CSW works with governments, society, and the UN to strengthen and protect women’s rights
through “documenting the reality of women’s lives throughout the world, and shaping global standards on
gender equality and the empowerment of women.”
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw
Access to Education for Girls
Women make up around 2/3 of the illiterate population in the world; education is key to challenging women’s
roles in the workforce and is a basic human right. The problem is greatly due to how inaccessible resources
are to females -- when you are more disadvantaged and vulnerable you’re more likely not to have access to
an education which has proven to be a key factor in job opportunities. CSW is continually trying to achieve
increasing access to education for girls across the world.
http://blog.ungei.org/seizing-the-moment-for-gender-equality-csw/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/girlseducation
Ending Violence Against Young Women and Girls
Violence against young women and girls is a widespread problem of human rights and stifles gender equality
because it has great effects on the lives of the victims -- dehumanizing and making them susceptible to
PTSD and distress. This also disproportionately affects LGBT+ youth which has become part of the CSW’s
protection. Through giving women access to counsel, education, and resources, violence against young
women and girls can be significantly decreased, a goal of CSW.
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/youth/action-on-ending-violence-against-young-women-and-girls
http://www.un.org/en/women/endviolence/
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Mali Holds Presidential Run-off Election
Mali held a run-off presidential election between
incumbent President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita and
opposition leader Soumaila Cissé. The first round of
elections, which took place on 29 July 2018, narrowed
the field down from twenty-four candidates to two.
A woman casts her vote at a polling station in Gao.
12 August 2018 Gao, Mali
Photo # 771750

Treatment of Women Before the Law
In a various number of countries, women are not treated equally before the law -- this is an effect from
historical and cultural norms that can be challenged today. This topic includes anything from increasing
women’s access to litigation to ensuring the rights of people detained. The CSW is in coalition with other
committees to ensure the rights of women are protected in all walks of life.
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/passing-strong-laws-and-policies
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-and-security/rule-of-law-and-justice
Increasing Female Involvement in Politics and Peace
Women’s engagement with politics is generally restricted and low on all fronts, whether it’s through voting,
elections, or within the private sector. Women are less likely to have the same resources as men when it comes
to becoming competitive in politics. Ultimately, women are discouraged from participating which diminishes
their access to create laws and change that would benefit them. The CSW is committed to decreasing this
marginalization of women in the public sphere.
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/leadership-and-political-participation
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-and-security
Women’s Economic Empowerment
Investing in women’s economic empowerment sets a direct path towards gender equality, poverty eradication
and inclusive economic growth. Giving women access to various jobs boosts the economy and allows them
not to be subjected to unpaid care jobs. Women make enormous contributions to economies, whether in
business, on farms, as entrepreneurs, or by doing unpaid care work at home. This problem is persistent in all
countries but specifically could be applied to migrants who are more vulnerable in a new country.
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/economic-empowerment
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/economic-empowerment/facts-and-figures
Protection of the Rights of Female Refugees
Women are often the first responders in a crisis, and everywhere they are and go, they play a crucial role in
caring for, sustaining and rebuilding their communities. Still, refugee and migrant women’s needs, priorities
and voices are often missing from policies designed to protect and assist them. For instance, in places where
humanitarian aid is expanded, migrants still have significant restrictions on the work they can participate in;
women are particularly encouraged to engage in domestic work. The CSW works to increase refugees access
to work and their protection when seeking asylum.
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/women-refugees-and-migrants
https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/migration-compact
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/women.html
Rights of Indigenous Women
Despite their enormous assets and contribution to society, indigenous women still suffer from multiple types
of discrimination, both as women and as indigenous individuals. They are subjected to extreme poverty,
trafficking, illiteracy, lack of access to ancestral lands, non-existent or poor health care and to violence in
the private and the public sphere. The CSW is open to resolutions that increase protections and resources for
indigenous women.
http://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/mandated-areas1/indigenous-women.html
https://womenwatch.unwomen.org/indigenous-women
Open Agenda
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do
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INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY
(IAEA)
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), is an organization within the United Nations that is the
international center for cooperation in the nuclear field. The Agency was founded in 1957, in response to the
fears from discoveries associated with nuclear technology. It was created with assistance from member States
and partners worldwide to overcome challenges and promote the safe, secure and peaceful use of nuclear
technologies. The IAEA’s dual mission is to promote and control the Atom, contributing to international peace
and security.
https://www.iaea.org
Food Irradiation
Food Irradiation is the process in which food is exposed to high frequency radiation in order to kill any
bacteria or microorganism that may be present on that product. Although this is proven to be a safe and
effective method of preserving the safety and quality of the food, many people of the world continue to fear
the idea of their food being blasted with high frequency radiation. The effective and safe adoption of this
technique in all parts of the world can prevent thousands of deaths worldwide due to food contamination.
https://www.iaea.org/topics/food-irradiation
https://www.iaea.org/topics/food-safety
Nuclear Installation Safety
Although nuclear installations often provide an effective power source or are instrumental in scientific
research, they pose a great risk to the areas and people near them. The Chernobyl and Fukushima disasters
have brought the topic of nuclear installation safety to the forefront of nuclear debate over the past 40 years.
Nuclear installations must safely handle radioactive material, keep their workers safe, and make sure no
outside areas are affected by their activities, while still performing their function; difficult but very important
tasks.
https://www.iaea.org/topics/nuclear-installation-safety
https://www.iaea.org/topics/nuclear-safety-and-security
Financing and Managing Nuclear Energy Risks
Along with the great benefits of nuclear technology, there are many risks that must be managed, often times
at great expense. Some of the risks are the safe transportation and storage of nuclear waste, because if the
waste is not contained safely it could release radiation that could be very damaging to the areas around it.
Oftentimes the financing of safe nuclear projects is expensive and it can be very hard for those who would
like to build nuclear power plants to find the necessary funding.
https://www.iaea.org/topics/funding-and-finance
https://www.iaea.org/topics/spent-fuel-management
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/news/financial-risks-associated-with-nuclear-new-build-discussed-at-iaea
Nuclear Techniques in Preventing and Treating Diseases
One of the biggest ways nuclear technology has been used in treating infectious diseases is through the sterile
insect technique, in which radiation is used to sterilize male insects. This sterilization slowly lowers the
insect population, which leads to a decrease in the number of cases of mosquito borne illnesses. Although this
technology works, it has not been used on a large scale due to problems with the capturing and releasing of
mosquitos.
https://www.iaea.org/topics/infectious-diseases
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/statements/nuclear-techniques-in-human-health-prevention-diagnosis-andtreatment
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Protection in Uranium Mining
Uranium mining and processing pose high risks due to the presence of chemicals and radioactive substances.
Workers and other people must be protected from this exposure through regular monitoring, protective
equipment, or countermeasures such as shielding. Safe and secure procedures must take place to avoid the
costs associated when having to dig deeper for mining activities.
https://www.iaea.org/topics/workers
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/news/supporting-global-uranium-mining-through-responsible-extractionand-delivery
Cancer Care and Control
Cancers are becoming a more frequent occurrence worldwide and are a major cause of death. A well
implemented cancer control strategy can help reduce the disparities for patients and allow them to have
access to cancer services. Comprehensive cancer care and control aims to reduce the incidence, morbidity
and mortality of cancer, and to improve the quality of life for cancer patients. IAEA works in the fight against
cancer by contributing nuclear techniques.
https://cancer.iaea.org/
https://www.iaea.org/topics/cancer
Nuclear Energy Supply and Demand
Decisions on energy should be consistent with the Sustainable Development Goals. Planning for the use of
nuclear power is complex and varies depending on a country’s infrastructure. All possible supply and demand
options should be for clean, affordable, safe and reliable energy which ensures an important ingredient of
sustainable economic growth and improved human well-being.
https://www.iaea.org/topics/energy-planning
https://www.iaea.org/topics/sustainability
Open Agenda
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/focus
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/news/how-iaea-will-contribute-sustainable-development-goals

Treaty of Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons Opening Session
Izumi Nakamitsu (left) Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for Disarmament
Affairs, Adam Bugajski (second from left)
Permanent Representative of Poland to the UN
in Vienna and Chair of the Treaty of Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, Secretary of the
Session, and Cornel Seruta (right), Permanent
Representative of Romania to the UN in Vienna
and President to 55th International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) General Conference,
during the opening session of the Treaty of the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.
23 April 2018 United Nations, Geneva
Photo # 759605
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Summary of GEMUN 2019 TOPICS

Go to www.gemun.org and click on 'GEMUN 2019 Committees, Topics and Links'.
Under each committee are a list of links to help you begin your research.
Please note: the order of precedence of the topics is not indicated by the order in which they are listed. All topics are equally
deserving of the attention of the committees. The debate is MUCH more interesting if all topics are covered. In the past,
when a large number of the resolutions submitted have been on the same topic, after one or two of these resolutions were
debated, the others received little interest from the committee. Try to make your resolution an interesting and creative solution.

GA (General Assembly)

Nuclear Nonproliferation
Access to Sustainable Resources
Global Gender Equality
Strengthening The United Nations
Persecution of Minority Groups
Making Heavy Industry Paris Compliant (Milestone 5)
Educational Resources in Developing Nations
Decarbonizing Buildings and Infrastructure (Milestone 2)
Open Agenda

Special Representative for Children and
Armed Conflict Visits South Sudan
During her visit she highlighted that grave violations
against children in the country remain at unacceptably
high levels and called on all parties to take immediate
concrete actions to prevent them from reoccurring.
06 September 2018 Yambio, South Sudan
Photo # 773999

SC (Security Council)

Peace and Security in Africa
Efforts to Reduce Cyber Terrorism
Reunification of the Korean Peninsula
Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space
Terrorism in Middle East & Asia
The Rohingya Crisis
Destabilization of Nations resulting from Climate Change
Open Agenda -- all issues of security and international
peace

ECOSOC (Economic and Social Council)
Development of Areas Affected by Natural Disasters
Debt in Underdeveloped and Developing Nations
Renewing globalization to improve well-being
Internet Access and Sustainability
Investment in Climate Action (Milestone 6)
Zero Emission Transport (Milestone 3)
Sustainable Development and Cultural Rights
Open Agenda

HRC (Human Rights Council)
Rights of Indigenous People
Human Trafficking
The Death Penalty
Workers’ Rights and Unions
Human Rights in the Digital Age
The Right to Health
Protection for Refugees
Open Agenda
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Secretary-General Issues Warning about
Dangers of Climate Change
Secretary-General António Guterres today made remarks on
climate change, issuing a strong warning about the dangers
we face, stressing the urgency of the crisis and the risks of
inaction. Mr. Guterres also outlined his vision for the 2019
Climate Summit.
10 September 2018 United Nations, New York
Photo # 774107

UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme)
Marine Ecosystems
Sustainable agricultural practices (Milestone 4)
Environmental disasters and cleanup
Biosafety
Extractives vs. Renewable Energy Resources (Milestone 1)
Waste Control
Forest Protection and Regulation (Milestone 4)
Open Agenda

IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency)
Food Irradiation
Nuclear Installation Safety
Financing and Managing Nuclear Energy Risks
Nuclear Techniques in Preventing and Treating Diseases
Cancer Care and Control
Protection in Uranium Mining
Nuclear Energy Supply and Demand
Open Agenda

WHO (World Health Organization)

Health Consequences of Climate Change
Reducing Socioeconomic Inequality in Healthcare
Water related illnesses
Maternal and Women’s Health
Cancer
Mental Health
Vaccine availability
Open Agenda

Ecological Living Module at UNHQ as
Example of Sustainable Housing
The Ecological Living Module, a demonstration of
eco-friendly and affordable housing exhibited at UN
Headquarters in New York. The idea behind the design,
created by UNEP and the Center for Ecosystems in
Architecture at Yale University in collaboration with
UN-Habitat, is to provide an example of decent,
affordable housing that limits the overuse of natural
resources and helps to combat climate change.
09 August 2018 United Nations, New York
Photo # 771555

UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund)
Children’s Rights
Child Immunization
Humanitarian Action for Children
Children Affected by Natural Disasters
Child Malnutrition
Child Protection
Early Childhood Development
Open Agenda

FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization)

Child Labor in Agriculture
Feeding 10 billion people by 2050
Food Waste Reduction
Women in Agriculture
Sustainable Packaging of Food
Providing Healthy Nutrition for Malnourished Children
Hunger in Displaced People
Open Agenda

Release of Former Child Soldiers in South Sudan
210 child soldiers were released through a Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR) program in the town of Pibor, South Sudan. The United
Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS), UNICEF
and the South Sudan National DDR Committee partnered together to achieve the release.
17 May 2018 Pibor, South Sudan
Photo # 762355

CSW (Commission on the Status of Women)
Access to Education for Girls
Ending Violence Against Young Women and Girls
Treatment of Women Before the Law
Increasing Female Involvement in Politics and Peace
Women’s Economic Empowerment
Protection of the Rights of Female Refugees
Rights of Indigenous Women
Open Agenda
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GEMUN 2019 CALENDAR

IMPORTANT DATES -- PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!

September 30					Registration due (postmarked)
Sat., October 13 (9 am-12 noon)		
First Delegate Workshop*
Mountain View College 		
Overview--Committees, topics
4849 W. Illinois Ave., Dallas
Positions, Position Papers discussed
January 26, 2019				Position Papers, Committee Assignments due
						 (postmarked or emailed)
January 26, 2019 (9 am-12 noon)		
Second Delegate Workshop*
Mountain View College (address above)
Resolution Writing, Debate Procedure
March 11					Resolutions due (emailed)
April dates & locations to be assigned
Practice Session(s)*
May 17 (Friday, 9 am-3 pm)			
GEMUN XXX*! -- Brookhaven
May 18 (Saturday, 9 am- 5:30 pm)		
GEMUN XXX*! -- Brookhaven

*BRING PAPER, PENCIL & GEMUN HANDBOOK TO ALL SESSIONS!
GEMUN cannot provide writing materials!
Directions to
Brookhaven College

Brookhaven College is located
at 3939 Valley View Lane, Farmers Branch, Dallas, TX. Registration
starts at 8:30 am Friday in Building C.
Opening Ceremonies will be from 9
am until approximately 11:00 am. If
you arrive late, a Directory in the
Performance Hall Lobby will show
you where the Committees and
Information Center are located.

P4 Parking is
the best place
to park, to go
straight in to
Performance
Hall easily.
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Registration and
Opening
Ceremonies are
in Building C –
Performance Hall
& Theater

