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Photo on Front Cover: SDG Moment 2022
A wide view of the projections in the General Assembly Hall as Secretary-General António Guterres 
(on screens and at podium) addresses the SDG Moment 2022.
The SDG Moment is an event during the UN General Assembly high-level week with the intention 
to bring into focus the promise of inclusion, resilience and sustainability embedded in the Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs), especially in times of crisis. Convened by Secretary-General 
António Guterres, the event is shaped by the narrative of the SDGs as our To-Do List for a better 
future for all on a safe and healthy planet. The SDG Moment features the Secretary-General’s SDG 
Advocates Co-Chairs and SDG Dialogues focused on solutions for inequalities and climate and envi-
ronmental challenges.
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“Let’s make sure today’s learners and future 
generations can access the education they 
need, to create a more sustainable, inclusive, 
just and peaceful world for all.”

António Guterres, Secretary-General,
September 19, 2022
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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), otherwise known as the Global 
Goals, are a universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure 
that all people enjoy peace and prosperity. Specifically, the 17 goals are:

• Goal 1. No Poverty – End poverty in all its forms everywhere
• Goal 2. Zero Hunger – End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition 
and promote sustainable agriculture
• Goal 3. Good Health and Well-being – Ensure healthy lives and promote wellbeing 
for all at all ages
• Goal 4. Quality Education – Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and 
promote life-long learning opportunities for all
• Goal 5. Gender Equality – Achieve gender equality and empower all women and 
girls
• Goal 6. Clean Water and Sanitation – Ensure availability and sustainable manage-
ment of water and sanitation for all
• Goal 7. Affordable and Clean Energy – Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sus-
tainable and modern energy for all
• Goal 8. Decent Work and Economic Growth – Promote sustained, inclusive and 
sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all
• Goal 9. Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure – Build resilient infrastructure, 
promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation
• Goal 10. Reduced Inequalities – Reduce inequality within and among countries
• Goal 11. Sustainable Cities and Communities – Make cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
• Goal 12. Responsible Consumption and Production – Ensure sustainable con-
sumption and production patterns
• Goal 13. Climate Action – Take urgent action to combat climate change and its im-
pacts*
• Goal 14. Life Below Water – Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and 
marine resources for sustainable development
• Goal 15. Life on Land – Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse 
land degradation and halt biodiversity loss
• Goal 16. Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions – Promote peaceful and inclusive 
societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effec-
tive, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels
• Goal 17. Partnerships for the Goals – Strengthen the means of implementation and 
revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development

* Acknowledging that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) is the primary international, intergovernmental forum for negotiating the 
global response to climate change.

Global Goals
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PREFACE

   The GEMUN Delegation Handbook is intended to give all participants an understanding of 
how each aspect of the program can work together to educate toward a future world living in 
harmony and recognizing our interdependence. 
   It is hoped that everything included in the handbook will be read carefully and used by all who 
plan to take part in this endeavor. This will include adult sponsors (advisors), delegates, observ-
ers, specific work providers, college employees, interested assistants, and any others in need of 
information on participation in the program. 

PHOTO CREDITS
• Earth graphic page 87 donated by Mark Sutton.
• All other photos used with permission from United Nations Photo. 
 (www.unmultimedia.org/photo/)

Photo: Peace Comes to the Holy Land
At the critical moment, Dr. Ralph J Bunche, a high U.N. official, took over the work of mediation - the 
most difficult assignment for peace-makers anywhere. However, his patience and faith in the United 
Nations succeeded in exerting effective conciliatory influence. [Exact date unknown]

UN7734964  Production Date 01/01/1949  Credit UN Photo/LM

Peace Negotiator in the Middle East
Ralph Bunche was the first African American to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. As chief UN 
negotiator, he received the award in 1950 for having arranged a cease-fire between Israelis and Arabs 
during the war which followed the creation of the state of Israel in 1948.
From his Nobel Lecture, when he received the Peace Prize: “...There will be no security in our 
world, no release from agonizing tension, no genuine progress, no enduring peace, until, in Shelley’s 
fine words, ‘reason’s voice, loud as the voice of nature, shall have waked the nations’.”
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OVERVIEW OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS

The following was excerpted from the website of the UN Cyberschoolbus. 
(Reprinted with permission of United Nations Global Teaching and Learning Project and United Nations

Department of Public Information, Outreach Division. All rights reserved.)

The UN logo shows the world held in the “olive branches of peace”.

Introduction to the history and work of the United Nations

The United Nations officially came into existence on 24 October 1945, when the UN Charter had 
been ratified by a majority of the original 51 Member States. The day is now celebrated each year 
around the world as United Nations Day.

The purpose of the United Nations is to bring all nations of the world together to work for peace 
and development, based on the principles of justice, human dignity and the well-being of all people. 
It affords the opportunity for countries to balance global interdependence and national interests when 
addressing international problems.

There are currently 193 Members of the United Nations. They meet in the General Assembly, 
which is the closest thing to a world parliament. Each country, large or small, rich or poor, has a 
single vote, however, none of the decisions taken by the Assembly are binding. Nevertheless, the As-
sembly's decisions become resolutions that carry the weight of world governmental opinion.

The United Nations Headquarters is in New York City but the land and buildings are international 
territory. The United Nations has its own flag, its own post office and its own postage stamps. Six 
official languages are used at the United Nations - Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and 
Spanish. The UN European Headquarters is in the Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland. It has of-
fices in Vienna, Austria, and Economic Commissions in Addis Ababa in Ethiopia, Amman in Jordan, 
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Bangkok in Thailand and Santiago in Chile. The senior officer of the United Nations Secretariat is 
the Secretary-General.

The Aims of the United Nations:

* To keep peace throughout the world.
* To develop friendly relations between nations.
* To work together to help people live better lives, to eliminate poverty, disease and    
 illiteracy in the world, to stop environmental destruction and to encourage respect  for each  
 other's rights and freedoms.
* To be a centre for helping nations achieve these aims. 

The Principles of the United Nations:
 
* All Member States have sovereign equality.
* All Member States must obey the Charter.
* Countries must try to settle their differences by peaceful means.
* Countries must avoid using force or threatening to use force.
* The United Nations may not interfere in the domestic affairs of any country.
* Countries should try to assist the United Nations. 

The Predecessor:  The League of Nations

The League of Nations was founded immediately after the First World War. It originally consisted 
of 42 countries, 26 of which were non-European. At its largest, 57 countries were members of the 
League. The League was created because a number of people in France, South Africa, the UK and 
the US believed that a world organization of nations could keep the peace and prevent a repetition 
of the horrors of the 1914-18 war in Europe. An effective world body now seemed possible because 
communications were so much better and there was increasing experience of working together in 
international organizations. Coordination and cooperation for economic and social progress were 
becoming important.

The League had two basic aims. Firstly, it sought to preserve the peace through collective action. 
Disputes would be referred to the League's Council for arbitration and conciliation. If necessary, 
economic and then military sanctions could be used. In other words, members undertook to defend 
other members from aggression. Secondly, the League aimed to promote international cooperation in 
economic and social affairs.

The End of the League

As the Second World War unfolded, it became clear that the League had failed in its chief aim of 
keeping the peace. The League had no military power of its own. It depended on its members' con-
tributions; and its members were not willing to use sanctions, economic or military. Moral authority 
was insufficient.
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Several Big Powers failed to support the League: the United States crucially never joined; Germany 
was a member for only seven years from 1926 and the USSR for only five years from 1934; Japan 
and Italy both withdrew in the 30s. The League then depended mainly on Britain and France, who 
were understandably hesitant to act forcefully. It was indeed difficult for governments long accus-
tomed to operating independently to work through this new organization.

The Institution of the UN Charter

Even as the Second World War raged, the leaders of Britain, China, the US and the USSR, under 
intense pressure from the press and public, discussed the details of a post-war organization. In 1944 
representatives of China, the UK, the US and the USSR meeting at Dumbarton Oaks in Washington, 
DC, prepared a blueprint for an international organization. Towards the end of the war representa-
tives of 50 countries gathered in San Francisco between April and June 1945 to hammer out the final 
text that would lay the foundations of international cooperation. This was the Charter of the United 
Nations, signed on 26 June by 50 countries. Poland, the 51st country, was not able to send a repre-
sentative to the San Francisco conference but is considered an original member.

Although the League was abandoned, most of its ideals and some of its structure were kept by 
the United Nations and outlined in its Charter. The ideals of peace, social and economic progress 
remained the basic goals of the new world organization. However, these were developed to fit the 
new and more complex post-war world.

The League's Council was transformed into the Security Council consisting of the five victors of 
the war as permanent members and ten other countries serving two year terms. The five permanent 
members - China, France, the UK, the USSR, and the US were given veto power, which means that 
decisions taken by the Security Council can be blocked by any of the five permanent members. This 
is significant firstly because the Security Council is the principle UN organ responsible for ensur-
ing peace, and, secondly, because it is the only body whose decisions are binding on all Member 
States. Since the creation of the UN the balance of Big Powers has changed and over one hundred 
new Member States, mainly non-Western, have joined. With these changes have come increasing 
demands to reform the Security Council.

The brief provision for Social Activities in the League's Covenant was turned into a compre-
hensive prescription for international economic and social cooperation, with the aim of achiev-
ing conditions of stability and well-being recognised as essential for peaceful relations among 
nations. Under the aegis of a new organ, the Economic and Social Council, the work of existing and 
anticipated Specialized Agencies in the fields of labour, education, health, agriculture, development 
and many others would be coordinated within the UN system. Racism and repression demanded that 
another, new, people's element should enter emphatically into the Charter, that of rights. Many sorts 
of rights, from the right to self-determination, which encouraged the independence of colonized 
peoples, to general human rights, which aimed to protect individuals, are enshrined in the Charter, 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and two Covenants which have become major, standard-
setting additions to international law.
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General Assembly Holds Debate on “Moment for Nature”
Deputy Secretary-General Amina Mohammed addresses the General Assembly high-level thematic debate on “Moment 
for Nature”. The Debate aims at achieving the level of cohesion needed among global environmental work streams to 
keep the 1.5 degrees target alive, and rapidly accelerate the implementation of SDGs for sustainable and resilient CO-
VID-19 recoveries. 

Unique Identifier UN7944766       Production Date 07/19/2022 10:35:16 AM 
Country United States of America       City/Location New York

Credit UN Photo/Manuel Elías

The UN System

The basic structure of the United Nations is outlined in the organizational chart on the following 
page. What the structure does not show is that decision-making within the UN system is not as easy 
as in many other organizations. The UN is not an independent, homogeneous organization; it is made 
up of states, so actions by the UN depend on the will of Member States, to accept, fund or carry 
them out. Especially in matters of peace-keeping and international politics, it requires a complex, 
often slow, process of consensus-building that must take into account national sovereignty as well as 
global needs.

The Specialized Agencies, while part of the UN system, are separate, autonomous intergovern-
mental organizations which work with the UN and with each other. The agencies carry out work 
relating to specific fields such as trade, communications, air and maritime transport, agriculture and 
development. Although they have more autonomy, their work within a country or between countries 
is always carried out in partnership with those countries. They also depend on funds from Member 
States to achieve their goals.

Recently, international conferences organised by the UN have gained significance. UN con-
ferences have been held since the 1960s, but with the Conference on Environment and Develop-
ment, known as the Earth Summit, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992, they turned into real forums 
for deciding on national and international policy regarding issues that affect everyone such as the 
environment, human rights and economic development. Since the Earth Summit, UN conferences 
have turned into forums in which non-governmental organizations (NGOs) can voice their concerns 
alongside those of governments. Such conferences focus world attention on these issues and place 
them squarely on the global agenda. Yet, once the international agreements produced by these con-
ferences are signed, it is still up to each individual country to carry them out. With the moral weight 
of international conferences and the pressures of media and NGOs, Member States are more likely to 
endorse the agreements and put them into effect. (For a list of Meetings and Events at UN Headquar-
ters and around the world – https://www.un.org/en/events-and-news)
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Preamble

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of 
the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world,

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have out-
raged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which human beings shall enjoy free-
dom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed as the highest aspira-
tion of the common people,

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion 
against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the rule of law,

Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between nations,

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith in fundamental 
human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of men and women 
and have determined to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,

Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in co-operation with the United Nations, 
the promotion of universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest importance for the 
full realization of this pledge,

Now, Therefore THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY proclaims THIS UNIVERSAL DECLARATION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS as a common 
standard of achievement for all peoples 
and all nations, to the end that every 
individual and every organ of society, 
keeping this Declaration constantly 
in mind, shall strive by teaching and 
education to promote respect for these 
rights and freedoms and by progressive 
measures, national and international, to 
secure their universal and effective rec-
ognition and observance, both among 
the peoples of Member States them-
selves and among the peoples of territo-
ries under their jurisdiction. 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt of the United States holding a Declaration 
of Human Rights poster in French. [Exact date unknown] 

UN7757163  Production Date 11/01/1949  
New York, USA   Credit UN Photo



7

70 Ways the UN Makes a Difference 
List below made for 70th Anniversary, used courtesy Department of Public Information, United Nations

(https://www.un.org/un70/en/content/70ways)

   "It’s almost a year since I presented the report on Our Common Agenda (https://www.un.org/en/
un75/common-agenda).
   "During that year, the need for the proposals in the report has only increased. In addition to the 
triple planetary crisis of climate breakdown, air pollution and biodiversity loss, and the immense 
suffering caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, conflicts are raging around the world.
   "The ideas in the report fall into four broad categories:

        • A New Global Deal to redistribute power and resources, and a renewal of the social contract;
        • A focus on the future, with steps to enhance youth engagement and to take future 

generations into account in policy decisions;
        • An effort to deliver public goods and manage global shocks and crises more effectively;
        • And an upgrading of the United Nations, so that we are better equipped to support 

governments in finding and implementing multilateral solutions.
   "The SDG Summit will take place here in New York at the midpoint of implementation of the 2030 
Agenda next year. It will enable the global community to review progress on the SDGs, recommend 
policies, and launch initiatives to regain momentum and accelerate implementation. In a word, we 
see these two meetings as twin summits, with the same overall objective: to create conditions for a 
sustainable, equitable and inclusive future."

--António Guterres, Secretary General of the United Nations, on 04 August 2022
in his remarks to the General Assembly Consultation on "Our Common Agenda"

Peace and Security
1. Maintaining Peace and Security
By sending 69 peacekeeping and observer missions to the world’s trouble spots over the past six decades, the 
United Nations has been able to restore calm, allowing many countries to recover from conflict. There are 
now 16 peacekeeping operations around the world, carried out by some 125,000 brave men and women from 
120 countries who go where others can’t or won’t go.

2. Making Peace
Since the 1990s, many conflicts have been brought to an 
end either through UN mediation or the action of third 
parties acting with UN support. Recent examples include 
Sierra Leone, Liberia, Burundi, the north-south conflict in 
the Sudan and Nepal. Research credits UN peacemaking, 
peacekeeping and conflict prevention activities as a major 
factor behind a 40-per cent decline in conflict around the 
world since the 1990s. UN preventive diplomacy and other 
forms of preventive action have defused many potential 
conflicts. In addition, 11 UN peace missions in the field 
address post-conflict situations and carry out peacebuilding 
measures.

3. Consolidating peace
The United Nations Peacebuilding Commission supports 
peace efforts in countries emerging from conflict. It brings 
together international donors, international financial 

"Non-Violence"
A gift from the Government of Luxembourg presented to 
the United Nations in 1988. It consists of a large replica 
in bronze of a 45-calibre revolver, the barrel of which is 
tied into a knot. It was created in 1980 as a peace symbol 
by artist Karl Fredrik Reutersward, and is located in the 
Visitor's Plaza, facing First Avenue at 45th Street.

UN7732832  Production Date 12/16/2005
New York, United States of America  Credit UN Photo

(cont.)
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institutions, governments and troop-contributing countries, helps marshal resources, and proposes actions for 
peacebuilding and recovery. The United Nations Peacebuilding Fund supports 222 projects in 22 countries by 
delivering fast and flexible funding.

4. Preventing Nuclear Proliferation
For over five decades, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has served as the world’s nuclear 
inspector. IAEA experts work to verify that safeguarded nuclear material is used only for peaceful purposes. 
To date, the Agency has safeguards agreements with more than 180 States.

5. Clearing Landmines
The United Nations helps to clear landmines in some 30 countries or territories, including Afghanistan, 
Colombia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Libya and the Sudan. Landmines kill or maim thousands 
of civilians every year. The UN also teaches people how to stay out of harm's way, helps victims to become 
self-sufficient, assists countries in destroying stockpiled landmines and advocates for full international 
participation in treaties related to landmines.

6. Supporting Disarmament
The United Nations pursues global disarmament and arms limitation as central to peace and security. It works 
to reduce and eventually eliminate nuclear weapons, destroy chemical weapons, strengthen the prohibition 
against biological weapons, and halt the proliferation of landmines, small arms and light weapons. UN 
treaties are the legal backbone of disarmament efforts: the Chemical Weapons Convention has been ratified 
by 190 States, the Mine-Ban Convention by 162 and the Arms Trade Treaty by 69. At the local level, UN 
peacekeepers often work to implement disarmament agreements between warring parties. In El Salvador, 
Sierra Leone, Liberia and elsewhere, this has entailed demobilizing combat forces as well as collecting and 
destroying their weapons as part of an overall peace agreement.

7. Combating Terrorism
Governments coordinate their counter-terrorism efforts through the United Nations. In 2006, they adopted at 
the UN the first-ever global strategy to counter terrorism. UN agencies and programmes have helped countries 
to put in practice the global strategy, providing legal assistance and promoting international cooperation 
against terrorism. The UN has also put in place a legal framework to combat terrorism. Fourteen global 
agreements have been negotiated under UN auspices, including treaties against hostage-taking, aircraft 
hijacking, terrorist bombings, terrorism financing and nuclear terrorism.

8. Preventing genocide
The United Nations brought about the first-ever treaty to combat genocide—acts committed with the intent to 
destroy a national, ethnical, racial or religious group. The 1948 Genocide Convention has been ratified by 146 
States, which commit to prevent and punish actions of genocide in war and in peacetime. The UN tribunals 
for Yugoslavia and Rwanda, as well as UN-supported courts in Cambodia, have put would-be genocide 
perpetrators on notice that such crimes would no longer be tolerated. The Holocaust and the United Nations 
Outreach Programme seek to remind the world of the lessons to be learnt from the Holocaust in order to help 
to prevent future acts of genocide. The Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide 
monitors dangerous situations, brings them to the attention of the Secretary-General and the Security Council, 
and recommends action.

9. Combating Sexual Violence in Conflict
Rape has increasingly been used as a weapon of war. An estimated 60,000 women were raped during the 
civil war in Sierra Leone (1991-2002), up to 60,000 in the former Yugoslavia (1992-1995), up to 250,000 
during the genocide in Rwanda (1994), more than 40,000 in Liberia (1989-2003) and at least 200,000 in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo since 1998. Sexual violence has characterized conflicts from Afghanistan 
to Iraq and from Somalia to Syria. The Secretary-General’s Special Representative on Sexual Violence in 
Conflict has helped countries develop and implement laws that criminalize wartime rape and end impunity for 

(cont.)
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perpetrators; helped countries devise programmes that assist victims to rebuild their lives; provided training 
for police officers, prosecutors and judges so they are better equipped to address such crimes; and supported 
the development of specialized units of female police officers that investigate allegations of wartime rape.

Economic Development
10. Promoting Development
The United Nations has devoted its attention and resources to promoting living standards and human skills 
and potential throughout the world. Since 2000, this work has been guided by the Millennium Development 
Goals. Virtually all funds for UN development assistance come from contributions donated by countries. For 
instance, the UN Development Programme (UNDP), with staff in 170 countries, supports more than 4,800 
projects to reduce poverty, promote good governance, address crises and preserve the environment. The UN 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) works in more than 150 countries, primarily on child protection, immunization, 
girls' education and emergency aid. The UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) helps 
developing countries make the most of their trade opportunities. The World Bank provides developing 
countries with loans and grants, and has supported more than 12,000 projects in more than 170 countries since 
1947.

11. Alleviating Rural Poverty
The International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD) provides low-interest loans 
and grants to very poor rural people. Since 1978, 
IFAD has invested more than $15 billion, helping 
more than 430 million women and men to grow and 
sell more food, increase their incomes and provide 
for their families. Currently IFAD supports more 
than 240 programmes and projects in 147 countries.

12. Focusing on African Development
Africa continues to be a high priority for the United 
Nations. In 2001, African Heads of State adopted 
the continent’s own plan, the New Partnership 
for Africa’s Development, which the General 
Assembly endorsed in 2002 as the main framework 
for channelling international support to Africa. 
The continent receives 36 per cent of UN system 
expenditures for development, the largest share 
among the world’s regions. All UN agencies have 
special programmes to benefit Africa.

13. Promoting Women's Well-being
UN Women (www.unwomen.org) is the UN organization dedicated to gender equality and the empowerment 
of women. A global champion for women and girls, UN Women seeks to accelerate progress on meeting their 
needs worldwide. UN Women supports countries as they set global standards for achieving gender equality, 
and works with governments and civil society to design laws, policies, programmes and services needed to 
implement these standards. It stands behind women’s equal participation in all aspects of life, focusing on 
increasing women’s leadership and participation; ending violence against women; engaging women in all 
aspects of peace and security; enhancing women’s economic empowerment; and making gender equality 
central to national development planning and budgeting.

14. Laying the Groundwork for Business
The United Nations is good for business. It has provided the “soft infrastructure” for the global economy by 
negotiating universally accepted technical standards in such diverse areas as statistics, trade law, customs 

Hanbit Vocational Centre in Bor, South Sudan
The Republic of Korea Horizontal Military Engineering 
Company (HMEC) serving with the United Nations Mission in 
South Sudan (UNMISS) opened the Hanbit Vocational Centre 
in Bor in April 2016 in order to develop a base for a self-
sustained economy in South Sudan. Since then Korean experts 
have been teaching 6 different subjects. After a 12 week 
programme the students graduate as welders, builders, bakers, 
electricians, carpenters or farmers.
A programme participant (right) learns carpentry with training 
from a Korean peacekeeper.

UN791730  Production Date 07/18/2018 Bor, South Sudan
Credit UN Photo/Nektarios Markogiannis
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procedures, intellectual property, aviation, shipping and telecommunications, facilitating economic activity 
and reducing transaction costs. It has laid the groundwork for investment in developing economies by 
promoting stability and good governance, battling corruption and urging sound economic policies and 
business-friendly legislation.

15. Supporting Industry
The UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) serves as a “matchmaker” for North-South and 
South-South industrial cooperation, promoting entrepreneurship, investment, technology transfer and cost-
effective and sustainable industrial development. It helps countries to manage the process of globalization 
smoothly and to reduce poverty.

16. Fighting Hunger
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAO) leads global efforts to defeat hunger. The goal of 
universal food security —where people everywhere have regular access to enough high-quality food to lead 
active, healthy lives—is at the heart of its work. FAO acts as a neutral forum, where all nations meet as equals 
to negotiate agreements and debate policy. FAO also helps developing countries to modernize and improve 
agriculture, forestry and fisheries practices in ways that conserve natural resources and improve nutrition.

17. Improving Global Trade
The UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) has helped developing countries to negotiate 
trade agreements and win preferential treatment for their exports. It has negotiated international commodity 
agreements to ensure fair prices for developing countries, improved the efficiency of their trade infrastructure 
and helped them to diversify their production and to integrate into the global economy.

18. Promoting Economic Reform
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank have helped many countries to improve their 
economic management, provided temporary financial assistance to countries to help ease balance-of-payment 
difficulties and offered training for government finance officials.

19. Supporting Civil Aviation
UN agencies have been responsible for setting standards for aviation and shipping. The International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO) serves as the forum for cooperation in all fields of civil aviation. It sets 
standards and regulations for the safety, security, efficiency and environmental soundness of air travel. 
International aviation is the first industry sector with global goals of stabilizing carbon emissions at 2020 
levels and achieving a 2 per cent annual increase in fuel efficiency. ICAO has contributed to making air 
travel the safest mode of transportation. In 1947, when 21 million travelled by air, 590 were killed in aircraft 
accidents; in 2013, the number of deaths was 173 out of 3.1 billion airline passengers.

20. Improving Shipping
The International Maritime Organization (IMO) has helped to make the seas cleaner and shipping—which 
serves about 90 per cent of global trade—safer and more secure. IMO measures cover all aspects of 
international shipping—including ship design, construction, equipment, manning, operation and disposal. 
With the help of IMO, ship losses have fallen and fatalities decreased; pollution incidents—including total oil 
pollution—are down; and air pollution and pollution from sewage are being addressed. These improvements 
are taking place even as the amount of cargo carried by sea continues to increase: the total of goods 
transported by ship reached 9.6 billion tons in 2013.

21. Generating Worldwide Commitment in Support of Children
From Afghanistan to Lebanon and from the Sudan to the former Yugoslavia, UNICEF has pioneered the 
establishment of “days of tranquillity” and the opening of “corridors of peace” to provide vaccines and other 
aid desperately needed by children caught in armed conflict. The Convention on the Rights of the Child has 
become law in nearly all countries. Following the 2002 UN special session on children, 190 Governments 
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committed themselves to a time-bound set of goals in the areas 
of health, education, protection against abuse, exploitation and 
violence and the struggle against HIV/AIDS.

22. Turning Slums into Decent Human Settlements
Cities are now home to half of humankind. They are the hub 
for much national production and consumption—economic and 
social processes that generate wealth and opportunity. But they 
also are places of disease, crime, pollution and poverty. In many 
cities in developing countries, slum-dwellers number more 
than 50 per cent of the population and have little or no access 
to shelter, water and sanitation. The UN Human Settlements 
Programme (UN-Habitat), with hundreds of projects in some 70 
countries, seeks innovative solutions for towns and cities. These 
include providing security of tenure for the urban poor, which 
is in turn a catalyst for investment in housing and basic services 
for the poor.

23. Providing Local Access to a Global Network
The Universal Postal Union (UPU) facilitates the exchange 
of international mail and develops social, cultural and commercial communications between peoples and 
businesses with up-to-date postal services and products. The world's 640,000 post offices form one of the 
most extensive global networks, facilitating the transfer of information, goods and money. The Internet and 
new technologies have opened new opportunities for postal services, especially in the area of e-commerce and 
online shopping. Postal services remain a critical bridge between physical, digital and financial operations and 
are a key partner for global development.

24. Improving Global Telecommunications
The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) brings together Governments and industry to develop and 
coordinate the operation of global telecommunication networks and services. It has coordinated shared use 
of the radio spectrum, promoted international cooperation in assigning satellite orbits, worked to improve 
telecommunication infrastructure in the developing world and negotiated the global standards that ensure 
the seamless interconnection of a vast range of communications systems. From broadband Internet to the 
latest-generation wireless technologies, from air and sea navigation to radio astronomy and satellite-based 
meteorology, from phone services to TV broadcasting and next-generation networks, ITU is committed to 
connecting the world. Its work has helped telecommunications to grow into a $2.1 trillion global industry.

25. Promoting responsible tourism
International tourism arrivals reached 1.1 billion in 2014, generating $1.5 trillion in export earnings. The 
World Tourism Organization is the UN agency responsible for the promotion of responsible, sustainable and 
universally accessible tourism. It generates market knowledge, promotes competitive and sustainable tourism 
policies, fosters tourism education and training, and works to make tourism a tool for development through 
technical assistance projects in over 100 countries. Its Global Code of Ethics for Tourism seeks to maximize 
the benefits of tourism while minimizing its negative impact.

26. Mobilizing volunteers for development and peace
The United Nations Volunteers (UNV) programme promotes volunteerism to support peace and development 
worldwide. Volunteerism can transform the pace and nature of development, and benefits both society and the 
individual volunteer. UNV deploys close to 8,000 experienced women and men of nearly 160 nationalities 
every year. Working in more than 130 countries, these volunteers support development projects and work in 
peacekeeping and humanitarian operations. More than 75 per cent of them come from developing countries, 
and about a third work as volunteers in their own countries.

Special Representative for Children and 
Armed Conflict Visits South Sudan

Students attend class at a vocation training 
centre in Yambio for former child soldiers and 
children associated with the movements. The 
students can choose between learning about 
construction, tailoring and garment making, or 
electricity.

UN794405 Production Date 09/06/2018 
Yambio, South Sudan

Credit UN Photo/Nektarios Markogiannis
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27. Acting as a Global Think Tank
The United Nations is at the forefront of research that seeks solutions to global problems. The UN Population 
Division is a leading source of information and research on global population trends, producing up-to-
date demographic estimates and projections. The UN Statistics Division is the hub of the global statistical 
system, compiling and disseminating global economic, demographic, social, gender, environment and energy 
statistics. The United Nations Development Programme’s annual Human Development Report provides 
independent, empirically grounded analyses of major development issues, trends and policies, including the 
groundbreaking Human Development Index. The United Nations World Economic and Social Survey, the 
Word Bank’s World Development Report, the International Monetary Fund's World Economic Outlook and 
other studies help policymakers to make informed decisions.

Social Development
28. Improving Literacy and Education
Today 84 per cent of adults can read and write and 91 per cent of children attend primary school. The goal 
now is to ensure that by 2015 all children complete a full course of primary school. Programmes aimed at 
promoting education and advancement for women helped to raise the global adult female literacy rate to 79.9 
per cent in 2011. The next goal is to ensure that by 2015 all girls complete primary and secondary school.

29. Preserving Historic, Cultural, Architectural and Natural Sites
The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has helped 137 countries to protect 
ancient monuments and historic, cultural and natural sites. It has negotiated international conventions to 
preserve cultural property, cultural diversity and outstanding cultural and natural sites. More than 1,000 such 
sites have been designated as having exceptional universal value - as World Heritage Sites.

30. Facilitating Academic and Cultural Exchanges
UNESCO has encouraged scholarly and scientific cooperation, 
protection of cultural heritage and promotion of cultural 
expression, including for minorities and indigenous people. 
The United Nations Academic Impact initiative joins some 
1,200 affiliated academic institutions with the United Nations 
to further the goals of the Organization through activities and 
research carried out in a shared culture of intellectual social 
responsibility.

31. Addressing global problems
The United Nations University is a global think tank and 
postgraduate teaching organization with 13 research and 
training institutes and programmes in 12 countries. It works 
with leading universities and research institutes, investigating 
issues such as global change and sustainable development, 
development governance, and science, technology, innovation 
and society. Its postgraduate teaching activities contributes to 
capacity building in developing countries.

32. Taking the lead on global issues
The first United Nations conference on the environment (Stockholm, 1972) helped to alert world public 
opinion on the dangers faced by our planet, triggering action by governments. The first world conference on 
women (Mexico City, 1985) put women's rights, equality and progress on the global agenda. Other landmark 
events include the first international conference on human rights (Teheran, 1968), the first world population 
conference (Bucharest, 1974) and the first world climate conference (Geneva, 1979). Those events brought 
together experts and policymakers, as well as activists, from around the world, prompting sustained global 
action. Regular follow-up conferences have helped to sustain the momentum.

Victoria Falls, a UNESCO World Heritage Site
Spectacular Victoria Falls, seen from Livingstone, 
Zambia. The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage site, which 
straddles the border between Zambia and Zimbabwe, 
was visited in 2012 by Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon.

UN7359065  Production Date 02/26/2012 
Livingstone, Zambia

Credit UN Photo/Evan Schneider
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Human Rights
33. Promoting Human Rights
Since the General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, the United Nations 
has helped to enact dozens of legally binding agreements on political, civil, economic, social and cultural 
rights. By investigating individual complaints, the UN human rights bodies have focused world attention 
on cases of torture, disappearance, arbitrary detention and other violations, and have generated international 
pressure on Governments to improve their human rights records.

34. Fostering Democracy
The United Nations promotes and strengthens democratic institutions and practices around the world, 
including by helping people in many countries to participate in free and fair elections. The UN has provided 
electoral assistance to more than 100 countries, often at decisive moments in their history. In the 1990s, the 
UN organized or observed landmark elections in Cambodia, El Salvador, South Africa, Mozambique and 
Timor-Leste. More recently, the UN has provided crucial assistance in elections in Afghanistan, Burundi, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Iraq, Nepal, Sierra Leone and Sudan.

35. Promoting Self-determination and Independence
When the United Nations was established in 1945, 750 million people—almost a third of the world 
population—lived in non-self-governing territories dependent on colonial powers. The UN played a role in 
bringing about the independence of more than 80 countries that are now sovereign nations.

36. Ending Apartheid in South Africa
By imposing measures ranging from an arms embargo to a convention against segregated sporting events, the 
United Nations was a major factor in bringing about the downfall of the apartheid system. In 1994, elections 
in which all South Africans were allowed to participate on an equal basis led to the establishment of a 
multiracial Government.

37. Promoting Women's Rights
A long-term objective of the United Nations has been to improve the lives of women and empower them to 
have greater control over their lives. The UN organized the first-ever World Conference on Women (Mexico 
City, 1975), which, together with two World Conferences during the UN Decade for Women (1976-1985) and 
the World Conference in Beijing (1995), set the agenda for advancing women's rights and promoting gender 
equality. The 1979 UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, ratified 
by 189 countries, has helped to promote the rights of women worldwide.

38. Combating violence against women
Thirty-five per cent of women and girls globally experience some form of physical and or sexual violence 
in their lifetime. Some 603 million women live in countries in which domestic violence is not considered a 
crime. As many as one in four women experience physical or sexual violence during pregnancy. Domestic 
violence is still condoned in many societies. To address the problem, UN-Women seeks to engage men and 
boys, works with local partners and supports the adoption of laws against domestic and sexual violence. The 
United Nations Trust Fund to End Violence against Women has awarded $103 million to 393 initiatives in 
136 countries and territories. The global campaign UNiTE to End Violence against Women works to raise 
awareness and increase political will and resources for ending violence against women and girls.

39. Promoting Decent Work
The International Labour Organization (ILO) has established standards and fundamental principles and rights 
for work, including freedom of association, the right to collective bargaining and the abolition of forced 
labour, child labour and workplace discrimination. Employment promotion, social protection for all and 
strong social dialogue between employers’ and workers’ organizations and Governments are at the core of 
ILO activities.

(cont.)
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40. Promoting Press Freedom and Freedom of Expression
To allow all people to obtain information that is free of censorship and culturally diverse, UNESCO has 
helped to develop and strengthen the media and supported independent newspapers and broadcasters. 
UNESCO also serves as a watchdog for press freedom, and publicly denounces serious violations like the 
assassination and detention of journalists.

41. Promoting the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
The United Nations has been at the forefront of the fight for full equality for persons with disabilities, 
promoting their participation in social, economic and political life. The UN has shown that persons with 
disabilities are a resource for society, and has negotiated the first-ever treaty to advance their rights and 
dignity worldwide: the 2006 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which has been ratified by 
more than 150 countries.

42. Improving the Plight of Indigenous People
The United Nations has brought to the fore injustices against the 370 million to 500 million indigenous people 
who live in some 90 countries and who are among the most disadvantaged and vulnerable groups in the 
world. The 16-member Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues works to improve the situation of indigenous 
peoples all over the world in development, culture, human rights, the environment, education and health. The 
Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples makes proposals on improving indigenous rights.

Environment
43. Seeking solutions to climate change
Climate change is a global problem that demands a global solution. The United Nations has been at the 
forefront in assessing the science and forging a political solution. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, which brings together 2,000 leading climate change scientists, issues comprehensive scientific 
assessments every five or six years: in 2007, it concluded 
with certainty that climate change was occurring and that 
human activities were a primary cause. The 196 members 
of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change are 
negotiating agreements to reduce emissions that contribute 
to climate change and help countries adapt to its effects. The 
UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and other UN agencies 
have been at the forefront in raising awareness.

44. Helping Countries to Cope with Climate Change
The UN helps developing countries to respond to the 
challenges of global climate change. Thirty-nine UN bodies 
have formed a partnership to deal comprehensively with 
the problem. For instance, the Global Environment Facility, 
which brings together 10 UN agencies, funds projects in 
developing countries. As the financial mechanism of the 
Climate Convention, it allocates about $550 million per year 
in projects on new technologies, energy efficiency, renewable 
energies and sustainable transportation.

45. Protecting the Environment
The United Nations is working to solve global environmental problems. As an international forum for 
building consensus and negotiating agreements, the UN is tackling global problems such as ozone layer 
depletion, toxic waste, loss of forests and species, and air and water pollution. Unless these problems are 
addressed, markets and economies will not be sustainable in the long term, as environmental losses are 
depleting the natural capital on which growth and human survival are based.

Security Council Considers 
Climate-Related Security Risks

Hindou Ibrahim, from the International Indigenous 
People Forum on Climate Change, addresses 
the Security Council meeting on maintenance 
of international peace and security, with a focus 
on understanding and addressing climate-related 
security risks.

UN789207  Production Date 07/11/2018 
New York, USA  Credit UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe
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46. Protecting the Ozone Layer
The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) have been 
instrumental in highlighting the damage caused to Earth's ozone layer. As a result of a treaty known as the 
Montreal Protocol, countries have been phasing out chemicals that cause the depletion of the ozone layer and 
replacing them with safer alternatives. This will spare millions of people from contracting skin cancer because 
of exposure to increased ultraviolet radiation.

47. Providing Safe Drinking Water
During the first UN decade on water (1981-1990), more than a billion people gained access to safe drinking 
water for the first time in their lives. By 2002, another 1.1 billion people had clean water. In 2003, the 
International Year of Freshwater raised awareness of the importance of protecting this precious resource. The 
second international water decade (2005-2015) aims to reduce by half the number of people without a source 
of clean drinking water.

48. Tackling Fish Stock Depletion
Ninety per cent of major marine commercial fish stocks are exploited to their sustainable limits or beyond. 
FAO monitors global fisheries production and the status of wild fish stocks and works with countries to 
improve the management of fisheries, stamp out illegal fishing, promote responsible international fish trade 
and protect fragile species and environments.

49. Banning Toxic Chemicals
The Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants seeks to rid the world of some of the most 
dangerous chemicals ever created. Ratified by 179 countries, the Convention targets 23 hazardous pesticides 
and industrial chemicals that can kill people, damage the nervous and immune systems, cause cancer and 
reproductive disorders and interfere with child development. Other UN conventions and action plans help to 
preserve biodiversity, protect endangered species, combat desertification, clean up seas and curb cross-border 
movements of hazardous wastes.

International Law
50. Prosecuting War Criminals
By prosecuting and convicting war criminals, the UN tribunals established for the former Yugoslavia and 
for Rwanda have helped to expand international humanitarian and international criminal law dealing with 
genocide and other violations of international law. Both tribunals have contributed to restoring peace and 
justice in the affected countries and in the region. The International Criminal Court is an independent 
permanent court that investigates and prosecutes persons accused of the most serious international crimes—
genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes—if national authorities are unwilling or unable to do 
so. Situations in nine countries have been referred to the Court, which has already established itself as the 
centrepiece of the system of international criminal justice. UN-backed courts in Cambodia and Lebanon are 
prosecuting those responsible for serious violations of international law, including mass killings and war 
crimes.

51. Strengthening International Law
Over 560 multilateral treaties—on human rights, terrorism, global crime, refugees, disarmament, trade, 
commodities, the oceans and many other matters—have been negotiated and concluded through the efforts of 
the United Nations.

52. Helping to Resolve Major International Disputes
By delivering judgments and advisory opinions, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) has helped to 
settle international disputes involving territorial questions, maritime boundaries, diplomatic relations, State 
responsibility, the treatment of aliens and the use of force, among others.
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53. Promoting Stability and Order in the World's Oceans
The United Nations has spearheaded international efforts to regulate the use of the oceans under a single 
treaty. The 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, which has gained nearly universal acceptance, 
provides the legal framework for all activities in the oceans and seas. The Convention lays down rules on the 
rights and duties of coastal and landlocked States—including with regard to navigation, the establishment 
of maritime zones, the protection of the marine environment, scientific research and the conservation and 
sustainable use of marine life. The treaty includes mechanisms for settling disputes.

54. Combating International Crime
The UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) works with countries and organizations to counter 
transnational organized crime by providing legal and technical assistance to fight corruption, money-
laundering, drug trafficking and smuggling of migrants, as well as by strengthening criminal justice systems. 
It helps countries to prevent terrorism, it is a leader in the global fight against trafficking in persons and, 
together with the World Bank, it helps countries to recover assets stolen by corrupt leaders. It has played a 
key role in brokering and implementing relevant international Treaties, such as the UN Convention against 
Corruption and the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.

55. Containing the World Drug Problem
The UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) works to reduce the supply of and demand for illicit drugs 
under the three main UN conventions on drug control. The Office works with countries to improve public 
health, as well as public security, in order to prevent, treat and control drug abuse. Efforts to contain the 
global drug problem have reversed a 25-year rise in drug abuse and headed off a pandemic. Nevertheless, 
several countries and regions remain vulnerable to the instability caused by drug cultivation and trafficking. 
That is why the Office is particularly engaged in drug control in Afghanistan, the Andean countries, Central 
Asia, Myanmar and West Africa.

56. Encouraging Creativity and Innovation
The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) promotes the protection of intellectual property rights 
and ensures that all countries are in a position to harness the benefits of an effective intellectual property 
system. Intellectual property, which at its core is a mechanism designed to recognize and reward inventors and 
creators for their ingenuity while safeguarding the public interest, helps to promote development and create 
wealth. The incentives built into the intellectual property system act as a spur to human creativity, pushing 
forward the boundaries of science and technology and enriching the world of literature and the arts.

Humanitarian Affairs
57. Assisting refugees
More than 60 million refugees fleeing persecution, violence and war have received aid from the Office of the 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) since 1951, in a continuing effort that often involves other 
agencies. UNHCR seeks long-term or "durable" solutions by helping refugees repatriate to their homelands, if 
conditions warrant, or by helping them to integrate in their countries of asylum or to resettle in third countries. 
There are more than 42 million refugees, asylum-seekers and internally displaced persons, mostly women and 
children, who are receiving food, shelter, medical aid, education and repatriation assistance from the UN.

58. Aiding Palestinian Refugees
As the global community strives for a lasting peace between Israelis and Palestinians, the UN Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), a relief and human development agency, 
has assisted four generations of Palestinian refugees with education, health care, social services, microfinance 
and emergency aid. Today, UNRWA provides assistance, protection and advocacy for some 5 million 
registered Palestine refugees in the Middle East.
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59. Helping Disaster Victims
When natural disasters and emergencies arise, the UN coordinates 
and mobilizes assistance to the victims. Working together with 
Governments, the Red Cross/Red Crescent Movement, major aid 
organizations and donors, the United Nations provides much-
needed humanitarian assistance. UN appeals raise several billion 
dollars a year for emergency assistance.

60. Reducing the Effects of Natural Disasters
The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has helped to 
spare millions of people from the calamitous effects of natural 
and man-made disasters. Its early warning system, which includes 
thousands of surface monitors, as well as satellites, has made 
it possible to predict with greater accuracy weather-related 
disasters, has provided information on the dispersal of oil spills 
and chemical and nuclear leaks and has predicted long-term 
droughts. It has also allowed for the efficient distribution of food 
aid to drought-affected regions.

61. Providing Food to the Neediest
The World Food Programme (WFP) is the world's largest humanitarian agency, fighting hunger worldwide, 
delivering food assistance in emergencies and working with communities to improve nutrition and build 
resilience. Each year, WFP assists some 80 million people in around 80 countries, providing food and 
nutritional support to the poorest, most under-nourished people and working towards the Global Goal of 
Zero Hunger. In 2014, WFP provided school meals or take-home rations for more than 17 million children. 
WFP increasingly uses cash-based transfers so that people can buy food for themselves and in 2014 around 
9 million people were reached in this way. WFP also provides vital support for the whole humanitarian 
community in the fields of aviation, logistics and telecommunications.

Health
62. Promoting Reproductive and Maternal Health
By promoting the right of individuals to make their own decisions on the number and spacing of their children 
through voluntary family planning programmes, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has helped 
people to make informed choices and given families, especially women, greater control over their lives. As 
a result, women in developing countries are having fewer children—from six in the 1960s to three today—
slowing world population growth. Fewer unintended pregnancies also means less maternal death and fewer 
abortions. When UNFPA started work in 1969, fewer than 20 per cent of couples practiced family planning; 
the number now stands at 63 per cent. UNFPA and its partners also help to provide skilled assistance during 
childbirth and access to emergency obstetrical care. UNFPA supports safe motherhood initiatives in more than 
90 countries.

63. Responding to HIV/AIDS
The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) coordinates global action against an epidemic 
that affects some 35 million people. It works in more than 80 countries to provide universal access to HIV 
prevention and treatment services, as well as to reduce the vulnerability of individuals and communities 
and alleviate the impact of the epidemic. UNAIDS brings together the expertise of its 11 co-sponsoring UN 
organizations.

64. Wiping Out Polio
Poliomyelitis has been eliminated from all but three countries—Afghanistan, Nigeria and Pakistan—as a 
result of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative. Thanks to the Initiative, spearheaded by the World Health 

Security Council Members Visit Rohingya 
Refugee Camp in Bangladesh

Members of the Security Council delegation visit 
the Kutupalong Refugee camp in Cox's Bazar, 
Bangladesh. The camp is currently the world's 
largest refugee settlement and hosts around 
600,000 refugees.
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Organization, UNICEF, Rotary International and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, more 
than 10 million people are walking who would otherwise have been paralyzed by polio. A disease that once 
crippled children in 125 countries is on the verge of being eradicated.

65. Eradicating Smallpox
A 13-year effort by the World Health Organization (WHO) 
resulted in smallpox being declared officially eradicated from 
the planet in 1980. The eradication has saved an estimated $1 
billion a year in vaccination and monitoring, almost three times 
the cost of eliminating the scourge itself.

66. Fighting Tropical Diseases
A World Health Organization programme reduced levels of river 
blindness (onchocerciasis) in 10 West African countries while 
opening up 25 million hectares of fertile land to farming. Today, 
the disease is being controlled in 19 more countries under the 
African Programme for Onchocerciasis Control. In 1991, efforts 
by UN agencies in North Africa led to the elimination of the 
dreaded screw worm. Guinea-worm disease is on the verge of 
being eradicated, while other diseases, such as leprosy—which 
has been eliminated in 119 out of 122 endemic countries—
schistosomiasis and sleeping sickness are now under control.

67. Halting the Spread of Epidemics
The World Health Organization helped to stop the spread of 
severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS). In March 2003, it issued a global alert and emergency travel 
advisory, and its leadership helped to stop this new disease, which had the potential to become a worldwide 
epidemic. WHO investigates over 200 disease outbreaks each year, 15 to 20 of which require an international 
response. Some of the more prominent diseases for which WHO is leading the global response include Ebola, 
meningitis, yellow fever, cholera and influenza, including avian influenza.

68. Pressing for Universal Immunization
Immunization saves more than 2 million lives every year. As a result of efforts by the World Health 
Organization, UNICEF, other organizations and Governments, an estimated 84 per cent of the world's children 
are now vaccinated with the diphtheria-pertussis-tetanus vaccine, up from 20 per cent in 1980. Between 2000 
and 2012, measles deaths declined by 78 per cent globally. Barriers to introducing new vaccines are gradually 
being overcome, and contacts forged through immunization are being used to provide additional life-saving 
assistance, such as insecticide-treated nets to protect against malaria and vitamin A supplements to prevent 
malnutrition.

69. Reducing Child Mortality
In 1990, 1 out of 10 children died before they were five years old. Through oral rehydration therapy, clear 
water and sanitation and other health and nutrition measures undertaken by UN agencies, child mortality 
rates in developing countries had dropped to 1 in 20 by 2013. The goal is now to reduce the 1990 under-five 
mortality rate by two thirds by 2015.

70. Protecting Consumers' Health
To ensure the safety of food sold in the marketplace, FAO and the World Health Organization, working with 
Member States, have established standards for more than 200 food commodities, safety limits for more than 
3,200 food contaminants, and regulations on food processing, transport and storage. Standards on labeling and 
description seek to ensure that the consumer is not misled. More food than ever before is travelling the globe, 
and the United Nations works to make sure that it is safe.

Imvepi Refugee Settlement in 
Arua District, Northern Uganda

A child receives an immunization shot at the 
Imvepi settlement. The UN Refugee Agency 
(UNHCR) and partners opened a new settlement 
area in Arua district, northern Uganda, February 
2017, for thousands of refugees arriving from 
South Sudan. Imvepi settlement was opened after 
Palorinya settlement, opened in December 2016, 
rapidly reached its 135,000 hosting capacity.
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UN News Centre
The official News page of the United Nations -- https://news.un.org/en/

The United Nations Foundation 
 The United Nations Foundation was started in 1998, after Ted Turner pledged $1 billion to UN 
causes.  The UN Foundation strengthens and supports the UN and its causes through a blend of advocacy, 
grantmaking, and partnerships.  http://www.unfoundation.org  
 The UNWire is a free e-newsletter from the UN Foundation -- excellent source of news about the 
whole UN system -- http://www.smartbrief.com/un_wire/

World Statistics Pocketbook
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/publications/pocketbook

The World Statistics Pocketbook 2020 edition (Series V, No. 44) is the forty-fourth in a series of annual 
compilations of key statistical indicators prepared by the United Nations Statistics Division of the Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs. Over 50 indicators have been collected from more than 20 international 
statistical sources and are presented in one-page profiles for 30 world geographical regions and over 200 
countries or areas of the world.

GEMUN RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

For additional internet resources, go to http://www.gemun.org/resource.shtml
Below are some of the resources we found helpful in preparation for GEMUN.

The Global Goals for Sustainable Development
 In September 2015 World Leaders committed to the Global Goals for Sustainable Development: 17 
goals to achieve 3 extraordinary things in the next 15 years. 

End extreme poverty. Fight inequality and injustice. Fix climate change. 

 To realise these Goals everyone, however young they are, needs to take part. So join the movement, 
teach young people about the Goals and encourage them to become the generation that changed the world. 

https://globaloptimism.com
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/climate-neutral-now

https://offset.climateneutralnow.org
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics
http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/

http://www.globalgoals.org/
https://globalgoalsweek.org/

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/

https://sdgs.un.org/
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/

Sustainable Development Solutions Network
http://unsdsn.org/

https://www.sustainabledevelopment.report/

(continued on next page)
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The Pocketbook is organised into 5 sections; general information, economic indicators, major trading 
partners, social indicators, and environmental and infrastructure indicators. The indicators in the profiles cover 
the following topics: communication, crime, development assistance, education, energy, environment, finance, 
gender, health, international tourism, international trade, labour market, national accounts, population and 
migration, price and production indices and science and technology. Free download.

Basic Facts about the United Nations
https://unyearbook.un.org/content/basic-facts-about-united-nations

 This comprehensive handbook designed for the general public explains the structure of the United 
Nations, how the Organization works, the main issues it addresses and its importance for people everywhere. 
In addition to setting out the various roles played by principle UN organs and related organizations, Basic 
Facts about the United Nations documents the Organization’s contributions to international peace and 
security, economic and social development, human rights, humanitarian action, international law and 
decolonization. Appendices contain current data on UN membership and peacekeeping operations, as well as 
contact information for UN information centres, services and offices. This latest edition, published in 2017, 
has been revised to take account of significant developments in the world and the Organization since 2014. 
Release Date: May 2017  |  Sales Number: 17.I.2  |  Print $20  |  pdf $10 (may be read for free online)

UN Dispatch
http://www.undispatch.com/

 UN Dispatch is a site providing commentary and coverage on the UN and UN-related issues. UN 
Dispatch’s intended purpose is to: Offer thoughtful perspective on the UN and UN-related issues; Provide 
factual information about the UN’s work; Fact-check claims and coverage about the UN offered by pundits, 
journalists, bloggers and others.

 From United Nations Specialized Agencies & Programmes:

UNDP -- Human Development Report
Work for Human Development

http://hdr.undp.org/
 In 1990 the first Human Development Report introduced a new approach for advancing human 
wellbeing. Human development – or the human development approach - is about expanding the richness of 
human life, rather than simply the richness of the economy in which human beings live. It is an approach that 
is focused on people and their opportunities and choices.

UN Environment
http://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories

 The United Nations Environment Programme (UN Environment) is the leading global environmental 
authority that sets the global environmental agenda, promotes the coherent implementation of the 
environmental dimension of sustainable development within the United Nations system, and serves as an 
authoritative advocate for the global environment.

Momentum for Change | UNFCCC
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/momentum-for-change/

 Momentum for Change is an initiative spearheaded by the UN Climate Change secretariat to shine a 
light on the enormous groundswell of activities underway across the globe that are moving the world toward 
a highly resilient, low-carbon future. Momentum for Change recognizes innovative and transformative 
solutions that address both climate change and wider economic, social and environmental challenges. 
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UNEP/GRID–Sioux Falls
http://na.unep.net/

 The North American node of UNEP's Global Resource Information Database (GRID), designated as 
GRID-Sioux Falls, is located at the Earth Resources Observation and Science (EROS) Center of the United 
States Geological Survey in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, USA. GRID-Sioux Falls has been operational since 
1991 and functions as a partnership between the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the 
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).  

ReliefWeb
http://reliefweb.int/

 ReliefWeb is the leading humanitarian information source on global crises and disasters. It is a 
specialized digital service of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). We 
provide reliable and timely information, enabling humanitarian workers to make informed decisions and to 
plan effective response. 

The New Humanitarian (formerly IRIN News)
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/

 The New Humanitarian puts quality, independent journalism at the service of the millions of people 
affected by humanitarian crises around the world. We report from the heart of conflicts and disasters to inform 
prevention and response. As the trusted news source on humanitarian crises, we deliver the authentic, inside 
story. Our reporting gives insight to policymakers, practitioners and others who want to make the world more 
humane.  

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Global Optimism 
https://globaloptimism.com/

 Global Optimism exists to catalyse transformative actions in our world. We firmly believe that the 
most effective movements are powered by the solidarity of stubbornly optimistic people, recognising the scale 
of the challenges we face, and choosing to take action now.

Gapminder
http://www.gapminder.org/

 Gapminder is an independent Swedish foundation with no political, religious or economic affiliations. 
Gapminder is a fact tank, not a think tank. Gapminder fights devastating misconceptions about global 
development. Gapminder produces free teaching resources making the world understandable based on reliable 
statistics. Gapminder promotes a fact-based worldview everyone can understand.  Gapminder collaborates 
with universities, UN, public agencies and non-governmental organizations.

World Press Review
http://www.worldpress.org/

 Worldpress.org is a nonpartisan magazine whose mission is to foster the international exchange of 
perspectives and information. It contains articles reprinted from the press outside the United States, as well as 
originally written material.  
 Our goal is to foster a globally engaged citizenry, which acts not only in its own country's interest, but 
also in the interests of the world community.
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The Elders
an independent group of global leaders working together for peace and human rights.

https://theelders.org/
 Our vision is of a world where people live in peace, conscious of their common humanity and their 
shared responsibilities for each other, for the planet and for future generations.
 We envisage a world in which there is universal respect for human rights; in which poverty has been 
eliminated; in which people are free from fear and oppression and are able to fulfil their true potential.
 

The Earth Charter  
https://earthcharter.org/

 The Earth Charter is a declaration of fundamental ethical principles for building a just, sustainable 
and peaceful global society in the 21st century. It seeks to inspire in all people a new sense of global 
interdependence and shared responsibility for the well-being of the whole human family, the greater 
community of life, and future generations. It is a vision of hope and a call to action.  

Good News Agency
http://www.goodnewsagency.org/en/home.php

 Good News Agency  carries positive and constructive news from all over the world relating to 
voluntary work, the work of the United Nations, non governmental organizations, and institutions engaged in 
improving the quality of life.  It is published in English on one Friday and in Italian the next and distributed 
free of charge through Internet to media and editorial journalists, NGOs, service associations and high schools 
and colleges around the world.

Our Common Agenda  
https://www.un.org/en/un75/common-agenda

 Celebrating the UN’s 75th anniversary in 2020 prompted major internal discussion about its future, 
and a new direction. These reflections have resulted in Our Common Agenda, a landmark new report released 
by the UN Secretary-General, setting out his vision for the future of global cooperation. 
 " ...My report on Our Common Agenda is a starting point for our joint efforts to improve global 
governance together, on foundations of trust, solidarity and human rights, to fulfil the hopes and expectations 
of the people we serve."  

"Empower Women: 
30 Years of UN Efforts to Promote Gender Equality"

The UN Division for the Advancement of Women of 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs in close 
collaboration with the Inter-Agency Network on Women 
and Gender Equality (IANWGE) today launched an 
exhibition entitled ""Empower Women: 30 Years of the 
United Nations Efforts to Promote Gender Equality"". 
The exhibit, displayed in the Visitor's Lobby, features a 
historical perspective of the Fourth World Conferences on 
Women and photographic representation of the Beijing 
Platform for Action critical areas of concern. Mrs. Nane 
Annan delivers opening remarks. 

UN7770833   Production Date 3/4/2005 
New York, USA  Credit UN Photo/Mark Garten
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From Our Commom Agemda:
Key proposals that may be good source for ideas for resolutions
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A Google search will find the titles of these two still amazing resources:

Material World: A Global Family Portrait 
by Peter Menzel  (Author), Charles C. Mann (Author), Paul Kennedy (Author) 

Called “Fascinating! An incredible book” by Oprah Winfrey, 
this beloved photography collection vividly portrays the look 
and feel of the human condition everywhere on Earth.

In an unprecedented effort, sixteen of the world’s foremost 
photographers traveled to thirty nations around the globe to 
live for a week with families that were statistically average for 
that nation. At the end of each visit, photographer and family 
collaborated on a remarkable portrait of the family members 
outside their home, surrounded by all of their possessions—a 
few jars and jugs for some, an explosion of electronic gadgetry 
for others. 

Vividly portraying the look and feel of the human condition 
everywhere on Earth, this internationally acclaimed bestseller 
puts a human face on the issues of population, environment, 
social justice, and consumption as it illuminates the crucial 
question facing our species today: Can all six billion of us have 
all the things we want? 

Available on Amazon, hardcover and paperback • 256 pages • 
ISBN-13: 9780871564306 • full-color photographs • all ages
Publication date: October 3, 1995 

The New Atlas of Planet Management 
by Norman Myers (Editor), Jennifer Kent (Editor) 

The New Atlas of Planet Management was regarded as the 
most groundbreaking survey of the state of our planet when it 
was first published in 1984. After over twenty years in print, 
it has become the bible of the environmental movement and 
the definitive guide to a planet in critical transition. Regularly 
featured among the top ten books on the environment, the 
Atlas has been read by millions of people and translated into 
more than a dozen languages. This enlarged edition brings the 
classic reference up-to-date. Thoroughly revised with the latest 
figures and analysis, fresh full-color and easy-to-read graphics, 
an expanded format, and a wealth of current environmental 
and political topics that have arisen during the previous two 
decades, The New Atlas of Planet Management will equip 
a further generation of readers with information to face the 
challenges of the new millennium.

Paperback - 304 pages Rev & updatd edition (November 14, 
2005); ISBN: 0520238796
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GETTING STARTED
Overview of GEMUN 2023

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
GEMUN (Global Elementary Model United Nations) is a program for elementary and 
middle school students and is operated on a nonprofit basis for educational purposes.  This 
book serves as a guide to participation. The program seeks to:
 1. Study and promote world peace and the means necessary for its development.
 2. Inform and educate youth, starting in elementary school, in the activities, purposes 
and principles of the United Nations System. 
 3. Develop participants' abilities to think globally and use goodwill in leadership, com-
munication, conflict resolution, and other skills necessary in a modern interdependent 
world society.
 4. Demonstrate the importance and effectiveness of exchanging ideas, understanding 
different perspectives, and cooperation in pursuit of common goals.

Due to the unique role-play format, 
student-delegates gain valuable firsthand experi-
ence about existing international relations. It is 
suggested that teachers and other adults allow 
the children to do as much of the work them-
selves as possible. This will enhance all benefits 
of their learning. 

Through submission and oral defense of written 
resolutions addressing critical global issues, del-
egates sharpen public speaking, research, study, 
diplomacy, thinking, writing and interpersonal 
skills.  Through preparation of creative cultural 
displays about their country and study of their 
country's contribution to the human family and 
the world, they garner a genuine appreciation of 
other cultures. 

The vital importance of the United Nations' role 
in the complex world of today and in the future 
is increasingly apparent to everyone. The stu-
dents who participate in this program will end 
the school year better prepared to assist intelli-
gently with that future.  

SG Briefs on Progress on “Our Common Agenda”
A view of participants during the briefing by Secretary-General 
António Guterres on the progress on “Our Common Agenda”. 
(Statue 'Mankind and Hope' by Danish sculptor Henrik Starcke.) 

UN7946215   Production Date 8/4/2022 
New York, USA   Credit UN Photo/Mark Garten
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Registration  and 
Opening 
Ceremonies are 
in Building C – 
Performance Hall 
& Theater

Directions to Brookhaven College 
(if in person meeting possible)

   Brookhaven College is located 
at 3939 Valley View Lane, Farm-
ers Branch, Dallas, TX. Registration 
starts at 8:30 am Friday in Building C. 
Opening Ceremonies will be from 9 
am until approximately 11:00 am.  If 
you arrive late, a Directory in the 
Performance Hall Lobby will show 
you where the Committees and 
Information Center are located.

P4 Parking is 
the best place 
to park, to go 
straight in to 
Performance 
Hall easily.

GEMUN 2023 CALENDAR
IMPORTANT DATES -- PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!

September 30     Registration due (postmarked)
Sat., 29, 2022 (9 am-12 noon)  First Delegate Workshop* 
   [Hopefully in person at      Overview--Committees, Topics, Positions and 
   Mountain View College]         Position Papers discussed 
January 21, 2023    Position Papers, Committee Assignments due 
         (postmarked or emailed)
January 21, 2023 (9 am-12 noon)  Second Delegate Workshop*
   [same as First Workshop]         Resolution Writing, Debate Procedure
March 10     Resolutions due (emailed) 
April dates [& locations] to be assigned Practice Session(s)*
May 12 (Friday, 9 am-3 pm)   GEMUN XXXIV*! -- Brookhaven
May 13 (Saturday, 9 am- 5:30 pm)  GEMUN XXXIV*! -- Brookhaven

GEMUN meetings not marked on Zoom may be. We will send notice asap. 
*BRING PAPER, PENCIL & GEMUN HANDBOOK TO ALL SESSIONS!
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Suggested Overview of year’s activities
  Heading                             (approx. dates)
☐ Country selection and registration (August-Sept 30th)

☐ Study UN System and structure, SDGs good place to start (Sept)

☐ Begin studying assigned country (Oct)

☐ Begin creating Country Display (Oct)

☐ Handbooks hopefully available for 1st workshop (Oct/early Nov) will be mailed

☐ 1st Workshop on committees and position paper (Oct/early Nov), attend if possible, if not, the 
material is all in handbook

☐ Committee selection/Based on interest, delegates select committee (after 1st workshop)

☐ Fill out Country Questions and watch GA speech for your Country (Nov)

☐ Study problems of the world (Topic Research for position paper) (Nov-Dec)

☐ Begin writing Position Paper (Dec-Jan)

☐ Position Paper due by 2nd Workshop (Jan/early Feb)

☐ Attend 2nd Workshop (Jan/early Feb) if possible, if not, material is all in handbook

☐ Study problems of the world (Topic Research for resolutions) (Jan-Feb)

☐ Begin writing Resolutions (Feb-Mar)

☐ Resolutions due (early March)

☐ Complete Country Display (late March)

☐ Study problems of the world (Committee topics and background, each delegate focuses on their 
own committee to prepare for Conference)

☐ Study Rules of Procedure (April)

☐ Attend Practice Session (April)

☐ Final preparations (last two weeks before Conference in mid May) This time should be spent pre-
paring each delegate for committees. They need time to read all the resolutions in their commit-
tee and to prepare statements and positions etc.
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A sample letter to parents:
(Submitted by a sponsor, to give you an idea of what you may choose to do. Modify as appropriate.)

Dear Parents,

Your child will be participating in a very exciting program this year:  Global Elementary Model 
United Nations (G.E.M.U.N.).  Along with the opportunity to participate in this unique program 
comes responsibility and commitment.  

Students will be taught the history, purpose, and workings of the United Nations.  They will research 
the history, culture and official positions of their chosen country.  They will research, write and 
debate resolutions designed to solve global problems.  The highlight of the program will be partici-
pation in the GEMUN Conference on ______________.  Here they will participate through role-play 
as a delegate from __________.  Your class fee of $35.00 covers the cost of the required handbook 
and Conference participation.  An additional $5.00 will be paid during the spring semester to cover 
the costs of creating the country display for the Conference.

The preparation for the final program will be done primarily at school, but some special sessions are 
necessary to fully prepare the students.  The dates for these are TBA and will be announced as soon 
as possible.  Some will be held Zoom and the location of others will be in April. We will let you 
know if online or in person and locations when we know.  These usually last from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. on 
a Saturday morning.  Attendance is required.

Statement of Commitment

I have carefully read the above.  ______________________________________  has my permission 
to participate in the G.E.M.U.N. program.

Requirements

Each participant must:
• Participate in a cooperative manner.
• Do weekly homework assignments.
• Attend all outside workshops.
• Write reports, a position paper & a resolution by given deadlines.
• Bring work to class already printed; do not send electronically.
• Represent the chosen country to the best of his/her ability.

Signatures

Student: ______________________________________________  Date: ____________________

Parent:  _______________________________________________  Date: ____________________

Suggested Class Materials
1" to 1 1/2 " white binder with clear envelope front
Dividers marked:  Topic Research, Country Info, Papers
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 *Example* Outline of classwork 
for the year for GEMUN

GOALS:
1. To acquaint students in elementary and middle school with the United Nations System.
2. To help students become aware of global problems as well as global solutions to those problems.
3. To encourage students to interact and debate about these issues.
4. To introduce students to cultures of other nations.
5. To help students begin to think in terms of international cooperation to solve world problems.

OBJECTIVES: 
1. The students will learn the principal organs of the United Nations System and the work of the 
specialized agencies.
2. The students will be encouraged to communicate with the U.N. Mission of the country they 
represent, and to learn about the position of their country on certain global issues.
3. The students will research to the level of their ability the topics assigned for their committees.
4. The students will each write a resolution based on their research.
5. The students will be given the opportunity to debate with their peers to find solutions for the 
problems presented.
6. The students will prepare a display (about their country) for their peers and the general public, to 
be part of an exhibit outside the Performance Hall on the final day of the conference. The purpose of 
the display will be educational. Each display may have a participatory aspect for observers.

ACTIVITIES:

Stage 1: Nations of the World & the United Nations System

I. Discussion—What is an individual? (Who am I? What is my name? What is my family name? 
What is the name of my city? my state? my nation?)

A. What is a nation?
B. What is our nation called?
C. What are some symbols of our nation? (Talk about symbols if necessary: the symbols on our 

money, our flag, the seal.)
D. What do we think makes our nation different from other nations? the same as other nations?
E. Try to draw a picture of the world from memory, putting in place the equator, the oceans and 

continents, and as many nations as you can include. (After everyone is finished, let them 
compare their map with a global map.)  

 On the following pages is an example of an outline for a year's classwork for GEMUN. This 
list of ideas may be helpful. The purpose is to give you ideas which may spark your own creativity. 
GEMUN is a tool through which many required basic subjects can be enlivened and renewed in the 
interest of your students.

NOTE: Some GEMUN meetings will be online. Please adjust the information below when needed.
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II. Discussion—The United Nations—the world family of nations
A.What would happen if each person in your family decided they would do only what they 

wanted to do for themselves?
B. How do we bring cooperation into the family?
C. Until the United Nations was started, that is what all the nations of the world did—think 

mainly of their own interests, not really trying to find a way to cooperate with other nations.
D. Look at a world map of the United Nations. Discuss the different areas of the world with the 

students.
E.  Make a list of the countries the students are most interested in, asking each student to tell 

why.
F. After allowing time for discussion about each nation, ask each student to decide on their top 

five choices to role-play.
G. Give each student three votes, and tabulate the top five choices. Send these choices, plus the 

registration fee, to the Staff of the Model United Nations.

III. Structure of the United Nations System
A. Using the chart of the United Nations System on page 5, talk about the six principal organs 

of the United Nations. If the students are not familiar with the terms, word games may be 
appropriate.

B. Matching game to teach Specialized Agencies, other Organizations in the System, and other 
United Nations Organs. 

Stage 2: Problems of the World 
(From now until the conference, watch news programs weekly, if possible, and 

find newspaper and magazine articles related to the committee topics.)

I. Discussion—What are some problems families have?
A. How do we handle family problems?
B. What are some world problems?
C. How do we think that we (humanity) can solve these world problems?
D. Which of the Specialized Agencies or other Organs of the United Nations System could 

possibly help solve the world problems named?
E. Discussion of the particular topics assigned for each committee by the Secretariat to be 

covered in this year’s session. (This is covered in the 1st Delegate Workshop.)

II. Library trip with the children to find books on the committee topics.

III.  Complete Position Paper form provided in the handbook, and mail or email it to the staff 
by the deadline. The information is found in all the resources you've accumulated, plus the 
Ambassador's speech from the plenary session of the United Nations provided by the staff.

IV. Individual and small group study of resources to begin to define areas of interest shown by the 
children. Copy and file articles and pages of particular interest to the children on their topics. 
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Stage 3: Study on Assigned Country

I. Library trip with the children to find books on the nation they will be role playing.

II. Study of the nation.
A.  One possible general outline (of course you will make your own variations):

* Family living in your country
- how families live (what the homes are like)

+build a model of a village (or city)
+turn one corner of the room into a “house” typical of your country  
 (furnishings, typical decorations in the homes)
+customs of living (manners, courtesy)

- what the people eat (recipes)
- how the people dress (clothing, jewelry)
- how families take care of babies

* Creative art work
- Visual arts

+brief art history of the country
+drawings or paintings (examples and experiential)
+art and clothing (make outfits of native dress for each    
 participating delegate, if you wish)
+local crafts 

- Music and Dance (instruments, and indigenous, ethnic or folk, and modern  
 dancing)
- Storytelling or folk tales, heroes
- Poetry

* Nature and Science
- natural resources from the country

+crops 
+native flora and fauna
+local minerals available

- geographical information
+land formations
+land area types (deserts, mountains, rain forests, etc.)
+temperature variations, weather

* Language(s) of the nation
- brief introduction (counting, hello, thank you, etc.)
- the ambassador may wish to write his/her opening speech to the General   
 Assembly in the native language, and have an “interpreter” accompany  
 him/her to the podium (but keep the total time within the requested  
  limit)

* Games from your country
* Special holidays for your country (you may wish to celebrate one or more during 
the year, as it is celebrated in your chosen country)
* Symbols of your country
* Money
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B. Social or cultural groups of people from different countries are located in many urban areas. We 
have found these groups very happy to visit schools to help us understand their cultures. Some may 
have a center you can visit.

III. Study of the United Nations System (proceeds along with the study of the country)
A. The six main organs

1. The Secretariat
2. The General Assembly, with the Main Committees
3. The Security Council
4. The Trusteeship Council
5. The Economic and Social Council and the Specialized Agencies
6. The International Court of Justice

B. The Specialized Agencies and Programmes
1. Make a list with the children of all of the aspects of the planet (rain forests, weather, 

mountains, rivers, oceans, etc.).
2. Make another list of all the aspects of humanity and human relationships (children, the elderly, 

people without enough food or housing, education, industry, trade, etc.).
3. Using a list describing the Specialized Agencies and Programmes of the United Nations 

System, categorize your lists made in #1 and #2 above.
4. Choose one Specialized Agency, and write to the agency for all available information in 

English.
5. Study not only what the chosen Specialized Agency does in “your” country, but also what they 

are doing in the rest of the world.

IV. Make a display using the work you have done during the year about your country. This display 
can include interactive materials such as worksheets, word games or puzzles, costumes other 
children could try on, etc.  Display it at school and at the Model United Nations. (See 'Country 
Reasearch' section for more on displays.)

Stage 4: Writing Resolutions

I. Identify the problem on which each child would like to write his/her resolution.
A. Using your Position Paper, identify several good ideas for resolutions.
B. Brainstorm with each child or in small groups to help narrow his/her topic.

II. Writing the resolution (IMPORTANT: FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY) 
A. Acquaint each student with the section in the Delegate Handbook on resolution writing.
B. Use the preambulatory and operative phrases listed in the Handbook. Help the group write a 

resolution together on a topic the group selects.
C. Ask each student to begin on his/her selected topic, using different appropriate phrases, not 

the same as in the example.
D. Help the students individually, or in pairs, to polish their work.
E. Type the work or have the students type it. Double check for errors.
F. Send resolutions to the staff by the due date.
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Stage 5: Rules of Procedure

I. Practice occasionally in class after the Rules of Procedure are introduced at the 2nd workshop.  If 
you are not able to attend the workshop, use the appropriate pages in the handbook.

II. Practice more frequently after your resolutions have been sent to the Secretariat.

III. When you receive the resolutions to be debated at the conference, 
A. Practice with those resolutions. 

1. Help delegates brainstorm ideas of possible answers to questions that may come up in debate.
2. If any of the resolutions from your school are to be debated, have the whole delegation help 

brainstorm possible debate opposition, so all delegates can be as prepared as possible.
3. Help the delegates organize files of the articles collected over the year, to bring to the 

conference. These will be of assistance during debate.
B. Negotiate for co-sponsors of your resolutions.

1. If you or the children see another resolution or resolutions in the packet which agree with your 
country’s policies, you may want to plan to contact the author early at the conference, to ask 
if you can co-sponsor their resolution. 

Stage 6: Final Preparations

I. Check to be sure each delegate who wants to wear native dress to the opening ceremonies has it 
available.
II. Make finishing touches on your country display.
III. Make sure the ambassador has a speech (about one minute in length) to present to the assembled 
delegates during the opening ceremonies. 

a. These speeches generally welcome delegates and guests to the assembly and set general policy 
for the nation. 

b. The ambassador might make a statement about particular problems in his/her nation.
c. He/she could choose to make the speech in the native language but must be accompanied by 

a “translator” who immediately translates the speech into English, the official language of 
GEMUN, and the total time should still be within requested limit, about one minute.

Stage 7: Culmination—Main Conference

Stage 8: Review the Conference

I. Ask each child or the group as a whole to write:
A. What they thought was very good about the session
B. Anything they thought was not so great
C. Any suggestions they might have to improve the event for the following year (if any of their 

suggestions might be helpful, send them to the GEMUN staff, in writing).
II. Discuss with the group what they think they learned during the year, and if they can think of any 
way they could have been better prepared.
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NOTES
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Summary of GEMUN 2023 TOPICS
Go to www.gemun.org and click on 'GEMUN 2023s Committees, Topics and Links'. 

Under each committee are a list of links to help you begin your research.  

Please note: the order of precedence of the topics is not indicated by the order in which they are listed.  All topics are equally 
deserving of the attention of the committees. The debate is MUCH more interesting if all topics are covered. In the past, 
when a large number of the resolutions submitted have been on the same topic, after one or two of these resolutions were 
debated, the others received little interest from the committee. Try to make your resolution an interesting and creative solution.

GA (General Assembly)
Peaceful Exploration of Space, 
Intervention of war, 
UN reform, 
Protection of refugees and migrants, 
Xenophobia, 
Drug Policies/Smuggling, 
Youth Empowerment, 
Open Agenda

SC (Security Council)
Foreign civilian army in Ukraine, 
Instability in Afghanistan, 
Cyberattack protocol, 
Commercialization of military equipment, 
Suicide and mental health in the military, 
Bringing political stability to Libya, 
Crimes against humanity, 
Open Agenda -- all issues of security and international 
peace

ECOSOC (Economic and Social Council)
Use of Propaganda and disinformation, 
Economic Effects of the Ukraine War, 
Rebuilding infrastructure after war or natural disaster, 
Drug Epidemic, 
Green Technology, 
Eliminating Global Child Poverty, 
Expanding Early Childhood Care and Education, 
Providing Global Digital Safety, 
Open Agenda

(Topics Summary continued next page)

Security Council Meets on Maintenance of 
Peace and Security of Ukraine

A wide view of the Security Council Chamber during vot-
ing during the Security Council Meeting on Maintenance of 
Peace and Security of Ukraine.
Unique Identifier UN7947073  Production Date 8/24/2022 

New York, United States of America
Credit UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe

UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme)
Environmental rights and policy, 
Protection of oceans, 
Green economy, 
Clean transportation, 
Loss of fresh water sources, 
Sustainable Fashion, 
Highly hazardous pesticides, 
Open Agenda

Formula-E Champion and UNEP Clean Air Advocate 
Visits UNHQ

Lucas di Grassi, Formula-E champion and Clean Air 
Advocate of the UN Environment Programme, visits 
UN Headquarters. Mr. Di Grassi will compete in the 
FIA Formula E World Championship in New York City 
16 – 17 July.

Unique Identifier UN7944340  
Production Date /14/2022 

New York, USA
Credit UN Photo/Mark Garten
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WHO (World Health Organization)
Mental Health, 
Noncommunicable disease care, 
Physical health and nutrition, 
Universal health coverage, 
Zoonoses, 
Palliative care, 
Refugee and migrant health, 
Cancer, 
Open Agenda

UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund)
The effect of social media on children, 
Assisting child refugees, 
Fighting malnutrition in children, 
Gender equality, 
Children’s Immunizations in Eradicating Diseases, 
Children’s water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH), 
Preventing child labor, 
Open Agenda

FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization)
School Food, 
Invasive species, 
Forestry, 
Food security for crisis zones, 
Fisheries and Aquaculture, 
Water Management, 
Animal Genetics, 
Open Agenda

CSW (Commission on the Status of Women)
Income Inequality, 
Reproductive Rights, 
Gender based discrimination in the Military, 
Gender Inequality in Sports, 
Women’s Leadership in Response to Climate Change, 
Empowering Women in Politics, 
Women’s Access to Mental Healthcare, 
Open Agenda

HRC (Human Rights Council)
Police Brutality, 
Covid-19 Mental Health Impacts, 
Xenophobia and Intolerance, 
Protection of Human Rights in Nicaragua, 
Adequate and Affordable Housing, 
Human Trafficking, 
Accessibility for Individuals with Disabilities, 
Open Agenda

IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency)
Strengthening Safety at Nuclear Facilities, 
Animal Health and Production, 
Nuclear Applications to Address Climate Change, 
Transition to Nuclear Power, 
Safely Decommissioning Nuclear Sites, 
Combat Infectious Diseases, 
Studying the effects of microplastics on the environment, 
Open Agenda

General Assembly Meets on 
Appraisal of UN Global Plan of Action to Combat 

Trafficking in Persons
Siobhán Mullally, Special Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons, 
especially women and children, addresses the General Assembly 
high-level meeting on the appraisal of the United Nations Global 
Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons.

UN7917782  Production Date 11/22/2021 
New York, USA

Credit UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe

Launch of The State of Food Security and 
Nutrition in the World 2022

Gilbert F. Houngbo (on screens), President of the Inter-
national Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), 
addresses the launch of The State of Food Security and 
Nutrition in the World (SOFI) 2022 on the theme “Repur-
posing food and agricultural policies to make healthy diets 
more affordable”.

UN7943607  Production Date 7/6/2022 
New York, USA   Credit UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe
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 “Whether we are tackling a pandemic or the climate crisis, it is clear that we need science, 
solidarity and decisive solutions.” 
 “We have a choice: business as usual, leading to further calamity; or we can use the recovery 
from COVID-19 to provide a real opportunity to put the world on a sustainable path.”    

-- António Guterres, Secretary-General, 9 September 2020, at the launch of the report 
'United in Science 2020' (https://public.wmo.int/en/resources/united_in_science)

Request from GEMUN's Secretariat: 
• Please note: the order of precedence of the topics is not indicated by the order in which they are 
listed. All topics are equally deserving of the attention of the committees. 
• The debate is MUCH more interesting if all topics are covered. (At times, many resolutions 
submitted to a committee have been on the same topic, and after one or two of these resolutions 
are debated, the others receive little interest from the committee. Try to make your resolution on 
an interesting and unique aspect of the subject, so it stands out. Or, try using Open Agenda, which 
includes any other topic that relates to the committee, but is not an explicitly mentioned topic. Open 
Agenda is strongly encouraged as it cultivates more extensive debate and creativity.)

 Please make sure parents are aware of the topics to be covered in each committee. 
PLEASE NOTE: Some committees, especially HRC and CSW, have dealt with more mature subject 
matter than others in the past, and some parents and/or adult sponsors may not be comfortable with 
their younger delegates participating in these discussions. GEMUN does cover real world topics, and 
to help solve these issues, action must be taken. We hope your delegates will be aware and prepared 
to participate in debate involving all topics as they come up.

These links will help with research for many committees:
http://gemun.org/resource.shtml   http://gemun.org/topics.html
http://www.un.org/en/     http://www.globalgoals.org/
http://ourworld.unu.edu/en/    http://www.se4all.org/
http://www.un.org/climatechange/   http://newsroom.unfccc.int/
https://sdgs.un.org/     http://www.unido.org/
  

Committees and Topic Background Information
GEMUN 2023

GENERAL ASSEMBLY (GA)

The General Assembly (GA), established in 1945, is one of the six main organs of the UN. The committee 
addresses issues of global development, international law, peace and security. Through the committee, they 
work to solve specific goals to attain peace, security, poverty eradication, protect our common environment, 
promote the rule of law, safeguard human rights, and strengthen the other UN bodies. All 193 member states 
of the UN are included in this committee's debate on the large collection of international subjects covered by 
the Charter of the United Nations. 
https://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml (cont.)
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Peaceful Exploration of Space
The thought of space exploration is something that appeals to every country around the world. However, 
there is one central question. How can every country share space? In 1959, The General Assembly created 
The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS), which benefited all of humanity. The 
main responsibilities of COPOUS is to review international cooperation in peaceful uses of outer space, 
study space-related activities that could be undertaken by the United Nations, encourage space research 
programmes, and study legal problems arising from the exploration of outer space.
https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/copuos/index.html

Intervention of war
When The UN intervenes in a war, it is always for 
peace and security reasons. One example of this is the 
UN’s very first peacekeeping mission. It took place 
in 1948 when the Security Council authorized the 
deployment of the United Nations Truce Supervision 
Organization (UNTSO) to the Middle East to monitor 
the Armistice Agreement between Israel and its Arab 
neighbors. UNSTO is known for the creation of the 
“UN mediator” who works to supervise truces and 
promote peace. The General Assembly could provide 
recommendations for better cooperation with countries 
in a conflict. They also created Military observers 
that could supervise the implementation of peace 
agreements
https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/peace-and-security

Protection of refugees and migrants
Refugees and migrants have always been a top 
priority of the UN. In fact, there is even an entire 
subcommittee dedicated to refugees (UNHCR). 
The UN helps refugees and migrants by returning 
them to their home countries, or by locating them 
to another country. The UNHCR staff work with 
capital cities, remote camps, and border areas to 
help refugees receive aid and shelter.
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/protection.html

Xenophobia
Xenophobia has been on the rise globally, and 
it effects foreigners in almost every country. It 
refers to hate towards people from other countries, 
especially of different ethnicities and races, and 
leads to less social and economic opportunities 

UN Peacekeeper on Duty in Liberia
A Ghanaian peacekeeper with the UN Mission in Liberia 
(UNMIL) is pictured on guard duty during a visit by Karin 
Landgren, Special Representative of the Secretary-General 
and Head of UNMIL, in Cestos City, Liberia.

UN7307070  Production Date 11/16/2012 
Cestos City, Liberia Credit: UN Photo/Staton Winter

Pledging Conference for UN Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees

A wide view of the pledging conference of the Ad Hoc Commit-
tee of the General Assembly for the announcement of voluntary 
contributions to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). On the 
screen is Abdulla Shahid, President of the seventy-sixth session 
of the United Nations General Assembly.

UN7940624  Production Date 6/23/2022 
New York, USA

Credit UN Photo/Manuel Elías
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for these people. It comes from fear of different lifestyles and the idea that others are strange or dangerous. 
The UN hopes to end the suffering that these people face by establishing policies that prevent discrimination 
against them and unfair persecution. 
https://press.un.org/en/2016/gashc4182.doc.htm

Drug Policies/Smuggling
The rise in drug smuggling, which refers to the global market of manufacturing and distributing illegal drugs, 
has become increasingly concerning and the UN is aiding countries in establishing drug policies to prevent 
this. The UN has established coalitions such as the Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND) to take action 
through resolutions and decisions. These resolutions include solutions such as providing governments support 
in monitoring and stopping drug trade, increasing substance abuse support in healthcare, and more. 
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CND/Mandate_Functions/policy-on-drugs.html

UN Reform
Since Secretary-General António Guterres took office in January of 2017, he has made changes in 
development, management, peace and security. The overarching goal in the Secretary-General's plans is to be 
more transparent towards the world. There are still many ideas of reform that the UN may possibly make one 
day.
https://reform.un.org/

Youth Empowerment
Youth around the globe face the struggle of 
restricted speech. Whether this be related to their 
identity, political affiliation, or other beliefs, 
the United Nations recognizes their diversity of 
opinions and diversity in all forms. Youth are our 
future, and thus the United Nations has created the 
Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth for a young 
voice on issues that matter to the world the most. 
The United Nations believes that youth should 
have a place in our local, regional, national, and 
international policy. It is vital to protect them and 
project their voices.
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/youth/

Open Agenda
https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda

SDG Moment Dialogue on Youth in Action: 
Shaping the Future Now

A moderated dialogue on “Youth in Action: Shaping the future 
now !” with Vladislav Kaim, Member of UN Secretary-Gen-
eral’s Youth Advisory Group on Climate Change, and Yande, 
Chairperson of Transform Education. The dialogue is part of 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Moment day at UN 
Headquarters.
Juju Chang, ABC News Co-anchor of Nightline at ABC News, 
moderates the dialogue. 

UN7911064  Production Date: 9/20/2021 
New York, USA Credit: UN Photo/Manuel Elías
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The Security Council addresses topics of maintaining peace, international security, violence, and war. It also 
examines weapons management, regional disputes, and terrorism. The Council has the unique ability to pass 
sanctions and peacekeeping deployments. Security Council is composed of ten members who serve two-year 
terms and the P5, or five permanent members, who are China, France, Great Britain, Russia and the United 
States. The five permanent members have "veto power," which allows them to individually prevent a resolu-
tion from passing. These regulations create a need for consensus and cooperation.
https://news.un.org/en/news/topic/peace-and-security

Foreign civilian army in Ukraine 
Nearly 20000 volunteer soldiers have joined the Russia Ukraine Conflict and fighting for Ukraine due to their 
ties to the country, such as being from there or having Ukrainian ancestry. They are from all corners of the 
world, such as the US and Britain. Unfortunately, because these people are not actually fighting as a part of 
the Ukrainian army, if they are captured by Russian forces, they are labeled as mercenaries, suffer more than 
other prisoners of war, and are often sentenced to death, such as the example of two British and one Moroccan 
fighter. 
https://unric.org/en/the-un-and-the-war-in-ukraine-key-information/

Instability in Afghanistan 
After the withdrawal of United States troops from 
the nation of Afghanistan, the country has been 
experiencing political and social instability as the 
Taliban and other smaller terrorist groups have 
began revolting against the government and trying to 
institute their own regime. Following the mass troop 
withdrawal during the summer of 2021, the Taliban 
began taking immediate action. On august 6th of 
2021 they successfully captured the capital of the 
southern Numruz; many more followed. The current 
humanitarian crisis is likely to continue if nothing 
more is done.  
https://news.un.org/en/news/region/middle-east 
(search for 'Afghanistan')

Cyberattack protocol 
Cyberattacks are a relatively new form of warfare 
used by governments around the world, such as by 
Russia to shut down Ukrainian power grids. Due 
to the interconnectedness of everything around the 
world, cyberattacks have the ability to take down 
entire power grids. In traditional warfare, machines 
and actions are heavily regulated, with rules banning 
extreme methods such as biological weapons. There 
are currently no regulations on Cyber Warfare. 
https://www.un.org/counterterrorism/cybersecurity 

SECURITY COUNCIL (SC)

Security Council Meets on Situation in Afghanistan
Members of the Security Council stands for a moment of si-
lence for the lives lost in the earthquake in Afghanistan, during 
the meeting on the situation in Afghanistan and its implications 
for international peace and security.

UN7940601  Production Date 6/23/2022 
New York, United States of America

Credit UN Photo/Rick Bajornas



41

Commercialization of military equipment 
Most military weapons, such as fighter jets, missiles, and guns, are all made by private companies. These 
companies are often given a contract to develop a weapon for the government, but are able to retain the blue-
prints of these dangerous weapons. This can pontentially lead to these private companies having the ability to 
sell these weapons to other coutnries and terrorist groups. For example, many terrorist groups are known to 
have American made Stinger Missiles and thousands of small arms. Even small arms have the potential to kill 
dozens, such as the Mumbai terrorist attack where 200 died. 
https://www.unodc.org/documents/e4j/Module_04_-_The_Illicit_Market_in_Firearms_FINAL.pdf 

Suicide and mental health in the military 
Recently, at least 4 sailors on a US aircraft carrier committed suicide, and this is not the only case of this hap-
pening on ships. The reasons for these deaths may vary, ranging from stressful situations to long periods of 
time away from home such as PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder), which is a mental disease that results 
from past trauma. Oftentimes, this lowered moral leads to a weaker military overall. Therefore, it is important 
to implement mental health reform.
https://www.un.org/en/healthy-workforce-home 

Bringing political stability to Libya
After the election of prime minister in Libya, the nation has been facing human rights violations, a tense 
security scene, and a several billion dollar drop in revenue due to a dispute over the rightful prime minister of 
Libya. The citizens have been needlessly suffering from degradation of education and healthcare systems, and 
households losing their primary breadwinner.
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/06/1121482

Crimes against humanity 
Crimes against humanity are targeted crimes 
on certain groups of people based on factors 
such as religion, race, or ethnicity. A major 
crime against humanity is genocide, where 
a large portion of a population is killed. 
Throughout the world, basic human rights 
are being infringed on in numerous coun-
tries, all the way from Libya to the conflict 
in Ukraine. Genocide and other cirmes 
against humanity are being committed and 
statutes and laws must be established to pre-
vent these from happening in the future. 
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/
crimes-against-humanity.shtml

Open Agenda
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/

Security Council Meets on Situation in Middle East
Riyad Mansour, Permanent Observer of the State of Palestine to the UN 
(left), meets Zhang Jun, Permanent Representative of China to the UN, 
prior to the Security Council meeting on the situation in the Middle East, 
including the Palestinian question. 

UN7947172  Production Date 11/19/2019 
New York, USA

Credit UN Photo/Manuel Elías
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ECONOMIC and SOCIAL COUNCIL
(ECOSOC)

The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is an organization within the United Nations and was estab-
lished by the UN Charter in 1946. It is one of the six main organs of the United Nations. Moreover, it is in 
charge of “promoting higher standards of living, full employment, economic and social progress; identifying 
solutions to international economic, social, and health problems; facilitating international culture and educa-
tion; encouraging universal respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.”

Use of Propaganda and Disinformation
Propaganda and disinformation can be explained as the use of false information and emphasis to perpetuate 
a specific idea as right or wrong. This has been used throughout history to maintain unhealthy ideologies of 
powerful people. Adolph Hitler and the Nazi Party used propaganda to convince the public to join their cause. 
Currently, the Russian government has been using misinformation and censorship to block information on the 
Ukraine War. Even the Russian military has been misled into storming Ukrainian grounds.
https://press.un.org/en/2022/pi2300.doc.htm

Economic Effects of the Ukraine War
The war in Ukraine has added to existing supply chain issues from the pandemic. Its effects will be felt 
through markets, trade, and financial systems. Russia is a major supplier of oil, gas, and metals, and, together 
with Ukraine, wheat and corn. Reduced supplies of these commodities have driven their prices up sharply. 
Commodity importers in Europe, Central Asia, the Middle East, and Africa are most affected. The increase 
in food and fuel prices will hurt lower-income households globally, including in the Americas and the rest of 
Asia.
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/03/1114602

Rebuilding Infrastructure after War or Natural Disaster
Natural disasters and war have devastating effects on infrastructure and societies. In 2021, there was an 
estimated 343 million dollars lost due to destruction from natural disasters. Many nations struggle for years 
to recover from such destructive wars and disasters, leading to poverty, homelessness, and displacement. 
The United Nations works with member states to rebuild their nation and provide for their citizens after this 
destruction. 
https://www.un.org/peacebuilding/sites/www.un.org.peacebuilding/files/unops.infrastructure_for_peace.the-
matic_paper.200921.layout.for_web.pdf

Drug Epidemic
Unemployment due to the Covid 19 crisis has increased poverty and inequality. Mental health conditions are 
also on the rise. These factors are leading to an increase in illicit drug use. Access to drugs is much simpler 
with cryptocurrency which operates outside the regular financial system. Social media is being used to sell 
and distribute illicit drugs quickly and with little restriction and enforcement in place. 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/06/1094672

 
Green Technology 
Green Technology relates closely to Global Goals #7, #9, and #11. This topic brings innovation to daily life, 
meeting the needs of society without damaging or depleting natural resources. The goals of using green tech-
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nology include Sustainability,  “Cradle to cradle” design, Source reduction, innovation, and viability.
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/technology

 
Expanding Early Childhood Care and Education 
Quality and affordable education and care during early childhood are essential to the success and development 
of each generation. However, very few countries in the world meet the UN standard for supporting parents of 
young children with childcare and education. The UN suggests that children should receive free early educa-
tion and parents should receive adequate paid leave after birth. 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2017/09/unicef-urges-countries-to-prioritize-early-child-
hood-development/

Providing Global Digital Safety 
The internet has become increasingly more dangerous with the spread of misinformation, cyberattacks, and 
cyber predators. The UN urges individuals and organizations to use the internet safely and securely in order 
to avoid any digital harm. The UN also works with governments to stop cybercrime and provide digital safety 
for their citizens.
https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/digital-safety

 
Open Agenda
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/home

ECOSOC on Building Back Better from COVID-19 for 2030 Agenda
Liu Zhenmin (on screen), Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations, intro-
duces the report of the Secretary-General during the high-level segment of Economic and Social Council (ECO-
SOC) 2022 (July 13-18, 2022) on the theme “Building back better from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) while 
advancing the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”.

UN7944681  Production Date 7/18/2022 
New York, USA   Credit UN Photo/Loey Felipe 
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The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), also known as UN Environment, was established in 
1972 in Kenya in response to the Stockholm Conference. UNEP is dedicated to the betterment of managing 
the Earth’s resources and treatment of the environment. The mission is to “provide leadership and encourage 
partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peoples to 
improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations.”

Environmental rights and policy 
Environmental rights refer to the obligations to protect and maintain a healthy environment. Respecting the 
planet, its habitats, and its natural resources is crucial to preserving a clean and sustainable world for us all, 
but many individuals and businesses are unaware or unwilling to keep a safe environment for a variety of 
reasons. The UN must work with governments to build robust systems to protect the human right to a clean 
environment and safe planet.
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/environmental-governance/about-environmental-rights-and-governance

Protection of oceans
Although it may be a lesser known 
fact, oceans are immensely important 
in combating climate change since 
they produce over half of the world’s 
oxygen and absorb 50 times the amount 
of carbon dioxide compared to the 
atmosphere. However, there are many 
threats to the ocean’s health, including 
oil spills, overfishing, pollution 
and more. Another major factor to 
consider is the safety of the extremely 
biodiverse community of organisms 
that live in oceans.
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/
oceans-seas/why-do-oceans-and-seas-
matter

Green economy 
The global economy is thriving at all-
time high levels, but its sustainability 
and efficiency has been called into 
question in recent years. As climate 
change and global warming move 
towards the forefront of political 
and social interests, many need to 
consider the implications economically. 
Some examples of actions towards a greener economy include usage of renewable energy, carbon-efficient 
transportation, and sustainable natural resource extraction. 
https://www.unep.org/regions/asia-and-pacific/regional-initiatives/supporting-resource-efficiency/green-
economy

UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME
(UNEP)

2022 United Nations Oceans Conference
A wide view of a meeting during the United Nations 2022 Ocean Conference in 
Lisbon, Portugal.
The Ocean Conference, co-hosted by the Governments of Kenya and Portu-
gal, comes at a critical time as the world is seeking to address many of the 
deep-rooted problems of our societies laid bare by the COVID-19 pandemic 
and which will require major structural transformations and common shared 
solutions that are anchored in the SDGs. To mobilize action, the Conference 
is seeking to propel much needed science-based innovative solutions aimed at 
starting a new chapter of global ocean action.

UN7942871 Production Date 6/29/2022 
Lisbon, Portugal

Credit UN Photo/Vasco Neves
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Clean transportation 
Transportation is a necessity for people around the world, but 95% of transportation still uses fossil fuels, 
contributing to large carbon footprints and emissions. Making transportation sustainable by using different 
methods of fuel and using public transportation are ways the United Nations is currently working to achieve 
clean transportation.
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/energy/what-we-do/transport

Loss of fresh water sources 
Only 3% of the world's water is fresh, and 2% of that water is frozen in glaciers. Consequently, 1.1 billion 
people do not have access to fresh water, and 2.7 billion people lack access to fresh water for at least 1 month 
per year. Losing fresh water sources means that freshwater ecosystems are disappearing, but it is also a major, 
global health problem. 
https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/water

Highly hazardous pesticides
Pesticides are extremely susceptible to spreading to the environment and harming the wildlife in the area. 
These pesticides can either kill or genetically alter the animals and insects who interact with the chemicals. 
Some pesticides that are used are deemed highly hazardous and are a great risk to the environment.
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/chemicals-waste/what-we-do/emerging-issues/highly-hazardous-
pesticides-hhps#:~:text=%E2%80%9CHighly%20Hazardous%20Pesticides%20means%20
pesticides,listing%20in%20relevant%20binding%20international 

Sustainable Fashion 
From all of the chemicals used to the 20% of global water waste production, the fashion industry is 
responsible for over 10% of the global carbon emission, putting it right behind the oil industry as the most 
polluting industry. Some new, environmentally safer, options have been gaining popularity in the wake of 
the fast fashion industry such as naturally extracted clothing dyes and creating more durable and sustainable 
clothing that lasts for longer periods of time.
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/somalia-china-designers-embrace-sustainable-fashion 

Open Agenda

Event on Fashion and Sustainability: 
Look Good, Feel Good, Do Good

An event was held at United Nations head-
quarters to promote using fashion as a vehicle 
for social change, under the theme ""Fashion 
and Sustainability: Look Good, Feel Good, 
Do Good"". The event included a panel 
discussion followed by a fashion showcase 
of forty models wearing sustainable clothing 
representing different regions of the world. A 
model seen during the fashion showcase.

UN799843  Production Date 11/16/2017 
New York, USA

Credit UN Photo/Manuel Elía
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The United Nations International Children's’ Emergency Fund, or UNICEF, was created in 1946 after World 
War II for the welfare of children worldwide. This committee focuses on bettering conditions for children 
internationally. UNICEF has the mission of ensuring safe, healthy, happy childhoods for every individual. 
The future of the world relies on the youth of today. The United Nations is helping children across the globe 
through UNICEF with countless programs, achieving goals such as lowering child mortality and providing 
education for children internationally.

The effect of social media on children
Social media is now a normal part of children’s lives, and the effect it can have is drastic. Cyberbullying, 
among many other issues, is a sever consequence of the social media world and has caused depression, 
anxiety, low self esteem, severe isolation, and even suicide in children. Social media can also affect the future 
of children through the digital footprint they leave behind with each new view or post.
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1088182

Assisting child refugees
Lots of children are moving away from home because of push factors that include conflict, poverty and 
climate change. These child refugees are especially vulnerable to child labour, child marriage, detention, 
discrimination, smuggling, exploitation, human trafficking and much more.  These children are robbed of the 
opportunity to have a normal childhood or a suitable future due to the rough situation they endure as child 
refugees.
https://www.unicef.org/migrant-refugee-internally-displaced-children

Fighting malnutrition in children
Lots of children are subjected to poor diets, and this can cause poor brain development, weak learning, low 
immunity, and even death. The problem today is not that children don’t have enough to eat, but that they 
don’t have the right food to eat. Children can suffer from malnutrition in two ways: being obese or being 
underweight.  Both face the consequences of poor nutrition.
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/poor-diets-damaging-childrens-health-worldwide-warns-unicef

Gender equality 
Societal gender norms have changed the natural birth ratio between females and males. Patriarchal standards, 
which view males as more valuable life, have threatened the life of many babies before birth. Sex preference 
has been common in the Asia and the Pacific, and it is dangerous because it changes the sex proportion of a 
population for years to come. Abolishing harmful sex determination is key for protecting young girls around 
the world.
https://www.unicef.org/gender-equality

Children’s Immunizations in Eradicating Diseases
Vaccines are one of the most groundbreaking advances in medical technology so far. With correct use, they 
hold the power to eradicate an entire virus or disease. The distribution disparity causes about 20 million 
children to miss out on vital vaccines. Distribution and coordination between nations is key to making sure all 
populations have safe access to life saving vaccines. 
https://www.unicef.org/immunization 

UNITED NATIONS CHIDREN'S FUND
(UNICEF)
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Secretary-General Visits Refugee Centre in Chișinău, Moldova
Secretary-General António Guterres (not pictured) visits a refugee centre in Chișinău, in the Republic of Moldova, run with the sup-
port of UN agencies. In the centre refugees can find a temporary place to stay, access services such as legal assistance and medical 
support, have a hot meal or register for cash assistance. During the visit, the Secretary-General met with a number of families who 
are housed there or just using the services provided by the centre. Moldova has, within the last months, taken in almost half a million 
Ukrainian refugees fleeing the war.

UN7934469  Production Date 5/10/2022
Chisināu, Moldova

Credit UN Photo/Mark Garten

Children’s water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH)
Many people take for granted their access to clean water and sanitation. Over 700 children under the age of 5 
die each day from diseases directly linked to poor sanitation. SImple hygiene practices can prevent the spread 
of dangerous diseases. Promoting access to clean water will protect the children of the world.
https://www.unicef.org/wash 

Preventing child labor
1 in 10 children are victims of child labor. Child trafficking provides large workforces of vulnerable children 
to companies who do not care about the wellbeing of their employees. Children are often forced to work 
instead of being sent to school. In turn, this cycle produces illiterate adults. Children should not be subjected 
to inhumane hours and be deprived of their future through lack of education.
https://www.unicef.org/protection/child-labour 

Open Agenda
https://www.unicef.org/
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HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
(HRC)

PLEASE NOTE: This committee has dealt with more mature subject matter than others in the past, and 
some parents and/or sponsors may not be comfortable with their younger delegates participating in these 
discussions. GEMUN does cover real world topics, and to help solve these issues, action must be taken. We 
hope your delegates will be aware and prepared to participate in debate involving all topics as they come up.

The Human Rights Council (HRC) was created March 15, 2006 by the UN General Assembly. The HRC’s 
mission is to “work for the protection of all human rights for all people; to help empower people to realize 
their rights; and to assist those responsible for upholding such rights in ensuring that they are implemented.” 
The HRC is made up of 47 member states that oversee the promotion and preservation of global human rights.

Police Brutality
Police Brutality is described as the excessive, unjustified, and unwarranted use of force from law enforcement 
officials, typically in the form of false arrest, assault, torture, battery, and murder. This has led to hundreds 
of deaths around the world as well as across the United States, especially over 200+ deaths from people 
of African descent since the death of George Floyd in 2019. This social issue continues to rise and many 
grassroots movements encourage equity within communities.
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1097782

Covid-19 Mental Health Impacts
Ever since the Coronavirus pandemic began to circulate around the year 2020, people across the globe have 
experienced lock-downs, isolation, and quarantine for the safety of themselves and others around them. But as 
such changes occur, it’s easy for the mental health of citizens world wide to deplete, and studies have shown 
that the pandemic caused a significant increase of suicides, depression rates, and anxiety since 2019.
https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/mental-health-and-wellbeing

Xenophobia and Intolerance
Extreme nationalism, a form of racism, is described as a country using its force or power to assert or 
maintain supremacy or detrimental hegemony over other countries, usually through violent means. In order 
to aggressively advance a nation’s interest, invasion or imperialistic control may occur, causing an unsafe 
environment for both citizens and refugees.The Russian invasion on Ukraine is a current example.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/topic/racism-xenophobia-intolerance

Protection of Human Rights in Nicaragua
The human rights crisis in Nicaragua is negatively impacting the population in a number of ways. The press 
and personal speech is limited, inaccurate information about COVID-19 is being spread, violence against 
indigenous people persists, suspicion of election fraud is on the rise, and many experience unethical working 
conditions. UN intervention with peacekeepers, aid, and more can help the lives of those in Nicaragua.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2022/06/oral-update-situation-human-rights-nicaragua

Adequate and Affordable Housing
Adequate housing is a human right, as substandard housing can lead to health problems and generally lower 
quality of life. Health problems such as lead poisoning, sicknesses that can come from unclean water, asthma, 
and personal injury (falls) can result from inadequate housing. The reality is that many people cannot afford 

(cont.)
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the shelter they need. High land prices are a reason housing is a prevalent issue in many countries, and 
the government-led reduction of these prices for homes among other solutions could help improve living 
standards across the globe. 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-housing/human-right-adequate-housing 

Human Trafficking
Millions of men, women, and children today are victims of exploitation and abuse from human trafficking 
in both developing and developed countries. Victims are often illegally transported far from their homes and 
even across borders, making it hard for them to reunite with their families. Human rights abuses, including 
slavery, forced organ removal, and child marriage, can be further prevented through the UN working against 
human trafficking.
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/human-trafficking.html
https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-human-trafficking-day 

Accessibility for Individuals with Disabilities
Accessibility is necessary for individuals with various disabilities to be able to access the rights and inclusion 
granted to those without disabilities. Needs of individuals with disabilities, unfortunately, are not always 
considered in the creation of housing and public spaces for example. Furthermore, these individuals also face 
dicriminaton in their day-to-day lives. Though a lot of work has been done in the past few decades, only 45 
countries have anti-discrimination and other disability-specific laws.
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/

Open Agenda
https://www.ohchr.org/en/
hrbodies/hrc/pages/home.aspx

General Assembly Meets on 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination

Linda Thomas-Greenfield, Permanent Representative of the United States to the 
United Nations, addresses the General Assembly meeting on the elimination of 
racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance. The meeting is a 
commemorative meeting on the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination (21 March).

UN7927291  Production Date 3/18/2022 
New York, USA Credit UN Photo/Manuel Elías
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The World Health Organization (WHO), created in 1948, strives to promote health, keep the world safe, 
and serve the vulnerable. WHO’s goal is to ensure people have access to universal health care in order to 
provide well-being. Through their work, they address problems such as human capital across the life-course, 
noncommunicable diseases prevention, mental health promotion, climate change in small island developing 
states, antimicrobial resistance, and elimination and eradication of high-impact communicable diseases. 

Mental Health 
Mental health includes emotional, psychological, and social well-being. It affects people's handling of stress, 
how they think, how they feel, and how they handle decisions. Millions of people worldwide are affected by 
mental illnesses. A portion of people around the world live their lives without the knowledge of having mental 
illnesses due to not being able to get proper care. This can lead to suicide, poverty, and problems with alcohol 
and drugs. Approximately 14.3% of deaths per year are attributable to mental disorders.  
https://www.who.int/health-topics/mental-health#tab=tab_1

Noncommunicable diseases
Noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) are diseases that are not transmitted from one person to another. They 
tend to be a combination of genetic, physiological, environmental and behavioral factors. Some NDCs 
are: diabetes, cancer, heart disease, and chronic respiratory disease. 77% of NCD deaths are in middle to 
low income countries. 71% of deaths globally are due to NDCs. By making NCD care, such as screenings 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION
(WHO)

Coping with COVID: 
A Webinar Series on Young People and Mental Health

Jayathma Wickramanayake, UN Secretary-General's Envoy on Youth, speaks during the webinar series on 
young people and mental health titled ""Coping with COVID"" organized by the Envoy on Youth.

UN7868114  Production Date 7/15/2020 
New York, USA   Credit UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe
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and detectings, and palliative care more available NCDs can be caught and treated before they become life 
threatening.
https://www.who.int/health-topics/noncommunicable-diseases#tab=tab_1

Universal health coverage
The choice of going to the emergency room to have a life saving procedure should not come down to an 
issue of finances. This is the central pillar of Universal health coverage (UHC). UHC is an ideology in which 
everyone can receive the basic health services they need without having to worry about finances. Through 
increasing coverage of health services, and by reducing the impoverishment associated with payment for 
health services, the WHO hopes to tackle and eradicate this issue.
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/universal-health-coverage-(uhc) 

Zoonoses
Zoonotic diseases are a category of diseases transmitted to humans from a vertebrate animal through 
several different means such as food, water, or the environment. In recent years these diseases have been 
at the forefront of the medical world, with diseases such as Covid-19, Monkeypox, and Ebola. The WHO 
is committed to helping nations curb the likelihood of more zoonotic diseases in the future, while also 
providing resources to prevent the further spread of preexisting zoonotic diseases such as dengue, cholera, and 
dysentery.
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/zoonoses
 
Palliative care
Palliative care is an approach that improves the quality of life of patients that are facing problems associated 
with life-threatening illness. The problem is that many nations do not have access to the essential human right. 
Despite its status, palliative care is only funded in 70% of nations world wide. All member nations should 
make it a priority that palliative care is ensured to all individuals, no matter if they are from a first world 
country or a third world country. 
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/palliative-care  

Refugee and migrant health
Due to issues such as poverty, war, and many other conflicts, the number of refugees and migrants is expected 
to rise in the coming years. Since these numbers are rising, a similar trend should be occurring in the field 
of health services for these individuals. However this is not the case, so through the Health and Migration 
Programme and other organizations, member nations will be held accountable for getting these individuals the 
resources they need. 
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/refugee-and-migrant-health

Cancer
A leading cause of death of individuals around the world, cancer is an issue that continues to plague the 
world year after year. Ensuring access to proper physical care and providing screening options are required to 
reduce the general public from a disease that is the cause of one in every six deaths. The Resolution Cancer 
prevention and control in the context of an integrated approach passed by the UN sets up a basis for all 
nations to help eradicate this grueling illness.
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/cancer

Open Agenda
https://www.who.int/health-topics/
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The Food and Agriculture Organization was established in October 1945 and is a specialized agency geared 
towards ending worldwide hunger. The FAO’s goal is to establish food security for all and make sure that 
people around the world have access to healthy food so that they can live an active and healthy life. The 
committee takes care of collecting and evaluating information about nutrition, food, and agriculture and 
related topics, including fisheries, marine products, forestry, and primary forestry products.

School Food 
School food not only ensures that students have the nutrition they need throughout the day to learn, but also 
plays an important role in shaping lifelong eating habits. While the challenges with school food persist, 
FAO has worked with nations to create effective programmes and policies in schools that benefit students, 
strengthen local food systems, and help lift people out of poverty. 
https://www.fao.org/school-food/en/

Invasive species
As humans have moved around the world, other species are brought as well. These newly-introduced plants, 
animals, fungi, and more can cause chaos in habitats. They can lead to extinction of native species as well as 
a decrease in biodiversity and ecology. Billions of dollars are spent by countries across the world to combat 
the effects of invasives. They can even cause damage to production by killing plants and animals intended for 
food, harming pollinators, and preventing needed resources from growing or being available.
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/invasive-species-huge-threat-human-well-being

Forestry
Millions of people rely directly on forests for food, medicine, fuel and shelter through small-scale agriculture, 
hunting and gathering, and harvesting forest products. Poorly managed forests deprive such communities of 
healthy livelihoods. FAO’s Forestry program works to bring an end to deforestation, restore forests, promote 
sustainable use of forest resources, and improve forest-related data, but much work must be done in order to 
achieve 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals.
https://www.fao.org/forests-food-security-nutrition/en/

Food security for crisis zones 
Conflict has forced millions around the world into severe food insecurity. The communities most hurt include 
the urban poor, informal workers and pastoral communities as well as people who are already particularly 
vulnerable: children, women, elderly, and people with illnesses or disabilities. The UN is calling for more 
political will and stronger support for local food production. COVID-19 has exacerbated food scarcity in 
many cases. It is imperative that the UN continues to work to prevent conflicts from causing or aggravating 
hunger.
https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/food 
https://media.un.org/en/asset/k10/k10mjpv1u3

Fisheries and Aquaculture
Aquaculture, the farming of aquatic organisms, is an age-old practice that now supplies over half of the 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION
(FAO)
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world’s fish for human consumption. However, many problems have accumulated over the years: social 
conflict over land and aquatic resources, harmful chemicals and veterinary drugs, and escaped animals and 
plants’ effects on the natural habitats.
https://www.fao.org/fishery/en/aquaculture

Water Management
Throughout much of the world, water is a scarce resource. It is used to clean, drink, water crops, sustain 
livestock, and more. Humans would not be able to survive without water, yet in 2018, three out of seven 
nation's regions had water stress values above twenty-five percent, including three subregions with high 
water stress or more. Water management, scarcity, quality, laws, security, and other stemming issues must be 
addressed globally.
https://www.fao.org/land-water/water/en/
https://www.unwater.org/

Animal Genetics 
Genetics is the study of genes and their effects in living organisms. An organism’s genes provide information 
relating to appearance, function, and survival. The genetics of livestock are therefore a critical factor 
influencing animal production and health, especially taking into account the globe’s dependance on animals. 
Diverse animal genetic resources that can manipulate genes provide adaptability and resilience in the face 
of climate change, emerging diseases, pressures on feed and water supplies, and shifting market demands; 
however, it is also important to understand the negative effects of genetic technologies.
https://www.fao.org/animal-genetics/en/

Open Agenda
https://www.fao.org/home/en/
https://www.fao.org/themes/en/

Pre-Summit of UN Food System Summit 2021
The Pre-Summit of the UN Food Systems Summit sets the stage for a global event in 
September by bringing together actors from around the world to leverage the power of 
food systems to deliver progress on all 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). In 
partnership with the Government of Italy, the Pre-Summit takes place in Rome from 
26–28 July 2021.
Gerda Verburg, Coordinator of the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement, moder-
ates the panel discussion "What are the outstanding lock-ins and potential solutions to 
shift consumption towards healthy and sustainable dietary patterns, to eliminate food 
loss and waste and to reduce the risk of anti-microbial resistance (AMR) and zoonotic 
spillover/new pandemics?" 

Unique Identifier UN7904696  Production Date 7/27/2021 
Rome, Italy    Credit UN Photo/Alessandra Benedetti
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PLEASE NOTE: This committee has dealt with more mature subject matter than others in the past, and some 
parents and/or adult sponsors may not be comfortable with their younger delegates participating in these 
discussions. GEMUN does cover real world topics, and to help solve these issues, action must be taken. We 
hope your delegates will be aware and prepared to participate in debate involving all topics as they come up.

The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) was created by an ECOSOC Resolution June 21, 1946. 
Made up of 45 states responsible for the promotion and protection of the rights of women and girls 
globally, CSW works with governments, society, and the UN to strengthen and protect women’s rights by 
“documenting the reality of women’s lives throughout the world, and shaping global standards on gender 
equality and the empowerment of women.” 

Income Inequality
Around the world, women earn 77 cents for every dollar that a man makes. Even if a job requires similar tasks 
and labor, it's still undervalued. The gap widens further when it comes to women of color, immigrant women, 
and mothers. The “motherhood penalty” forces women into informal economy and part-time work. This is a 
bigger problem in developing countries instead of developed countries. 
https://www.un.org/en/un75/inequality-bridging-divide

Reproductive Rights
The reproductive rights of women are very important to women’s health and safety. When women do not 
have access to birth control or safe and legal abortions they will resort to dangerous and health compromising 
alternatives which leads to the deaths of women. These effects can be much larger for marginalized and 
impoverished women. 
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/statement/2022/06/statement-reproductive-rights-are-womens-
rights-and-human-rights 

Gender based discrimination in the military  
In the military, women face discrimination day to day, whether being ignored, mistreated, or insinuated on 
the basis of gender, while also receiving constant comments because “they’re doing a man’s job”. Nearly 
half (48 percent) of female soldiers indicate that at least one of the alleged perpetrators in the harassment or 
discrimination was either their supervisor or someone in their chain of command. Female soldiers’ harassment 
is statistically more likely than male soldiers’ to be persistent and to cut across more times and places.
https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/promoting-women-peace-and-security

Women’s Leadership in Response to Climate Change
Women and girls have an important role in combating climate change. There has to be equal participation 
between genders, so there can be a balance in power in this issue that currently affects the entire world.  
Currently, the least gender-equal countries are often the most vulnerable to climate change because 
women have less access to resources, decision-making, and information. Through having equal leadership, 
representation, and acceptance, more advances can be made toward ending climate change.
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/press-release/2022/03/press-release-un-commission-on-the-status-
of-women-reaffirms-womens-and-girls-leadership-as-key-to-address-climate-change-environmental-and-
disaster-risk-reduction-for-all
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Empowering Women in Politics
Even though the number of women in high political positions is increasing, there are still large gender 
inequalities in governments around the world. Data from a 2021 report in CSW concluded there is also an 
increase in countries with no women in their government. This shows that women are underrepresented in 
world governments and face discrimination by societal norms not allowing them to be active in politics. It 
is important to continue empowering and encouraging women to engage in politics in their country and the 
world, so women can be politically represented. This can help create more gender balanced governments and 
allow a platform for women to share their thoughts and ideas on behalf of every woman in their country and 
world.
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2021/3/press-release-women-in-politics-new-data-shows-growth-
but-also-setbacks

Women’s Access to Mental Healthcare
Women are more vulnerable to experiencing mental health challenges than men. On top of women not having 
access to basic needs, like basic healthcare, many women around the world do not have access to proper and 
inexpensive treatment, care, and services for mental health. Although mental health has gone unaddressed for 
both men and women, discrimination, social perception, and stereotypes further complicate women’s abilities 
to access affordable mental health care services.
https://blogs.worldbank.org/health/mental-health-opportunity-achieve-gender-parity

Gender Inequality in sports - 
The positive outcomes for sports when it comes to promoting gender equality are often “snuffed” by 
genderbased discrimination in all areas and at all levels of sport. These discrimination beliefs are constantly 
fueled by the ever growing amount of stereotypes of women’s physical abilities and social roles in sport. 
Women are constantly driven to do one sport rather than the other, because the sport is considered “more 
feminine”. And the value of women’s sport is often much lower, resulting in unfair and inadequate resources, 
wages, and prizes compared to their male counterparts. And in the media, women’s sport is often presented 
in such a way that it promotes gender based stereotypes. Violence, harassment, and exploitation of women in 
sport are often manifestations of what is perceived as “male sport dominance” which is portrayed by physical 
strength and power.
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/women-and-sport

Open Agenda
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw 
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do

Secretary-General Meets with 
Girl MOVE Academy

Secretary-General António Guterres (right at 
table) meets virtually with Girl MOVE Academy, 
a Grassroots Leadership Academy that creates 
innovative models of education to amplify talent, 
raise gender equality and promote sustainable 
transformation.A close-up of a participant at the 
event.

UN7927333  Production Date 3/21/2022 
New York, United States

Credit UN Photo/Manuel Elías
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INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY
(IAEA)

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), is an organization within the United Nations that is the 
international center for cooperation in the nuclear field. The Agency was founded in 1957, in response to the 
fears from discoveries associated with nuclear technology. It was created with assistance from member States 
and partners worldwide to overcome challenges and promote the safe, secure and peaceful use of nuclear 
technologies. The IAEA’s dual mission is to promote and control the Atom, contributing to international peace 
and security. 

Cancer Care and Control
In 2021 cancer caused the death of over 10 million people. Due to change in lifestyle and life expectancy, 
cancer is becoming more common. The IAEA uses nuclear technology and techniques to battle cancer.
https://www.iaea.org/topics/cancer 

Strengthening Safety at Nuclear Facilities 
Making sure nuclear facilities operate safely is crucial to prevent dangerous and deadly accidents. The IAEA 
gives guidance and assists Member States seeking to embark on nuclear power production programmes to 
develop appropriate safety infrastructures.
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/focus/nuclear-facility-safety 

Animal Health and Production    
Sustainable livestock management is necessary to achieve global food security. Nuclear techniques are used 
by the IAEA to solve livestock problems, alleviate rural poverty, control the spread of diseases, and enhance 
food security and food quality.
https://www.iaea.org/topics/livestock 

Nuclear Applications to Address Climate Change
Climate change is one of the biggest environmental challenges affecting the planet and humanity. The IAEA 
helps countries use nuclear science and technology to monitor emissions and environmental changes to the 
ocean and ecosystems, mitigate sources of greenhouse gas emissions from energy production and land use, 
and adapt to new climate realities including food and water shortages and ecosystem losses. 
https://www.iaea.org/topics/nuclear-power-and-climate-change 

Transition to Nuclear Power 
Energy is essential for sustainable economic growth and improved human welfare. Nuclear energy provides 
access to clean, reliable, and affordable energy, mitigating the negative impacts of climate change. It is a 
significant part of the world energy mix and its use is expected to grow in the coming decades. Facilitating the 
safe use and implementation of nuclear power is a key role of the IAEA.
https://www.iaea.org/bulletin/building-a-clean-energy-future

Safely Decommissioning Nuclear Sites
Decommissioning is the final stage in the lifecycle of any nuclear or radiological facility. Sustainability and 
circular economy principles demand that it be implemented safely, in a cost effective and environmentally 
sensitive manner while also taking into account the future uses of the site. Decommissioning activities are set 

(cont.)
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to ramp up over the coming years as many of the world’s 441 operational nuclear power reactors are retired.
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/news/call-for-papers-international-conference-on-nuclear-decommissioning-
addressing-the-past-and-ensuring-the-future

Combat Infectious Diseases 
With the power of nuclear technologies, the IAEA, partnered with the FAO, can use the sterile insect 
technique to help decrease the spread of the dangerous Zika virus, which originates in mosquitoes. Nuclear 
techniques can also be used to rapidly detect diseases such as the ebola virus to help prevent their spread.
https://www.iaea.org/topics/zika
https://www.iaea.org/topics/ebola 

Studying the effects of microplastics on the environment
There are 52.5 trillion plastic particles in our oceans. These plastics cause a variety of problems for the marine 
ecosystems. The IAEA uses nuclear technologies to better understand the risks microplastics pose as well as 
how microplastics can further pollute our oceans.
https://www.iaea.org/topics/coastal-and-marine/plastics

Open Agenda 

High-Level Thematic Debate on 
"Delivering Climate Action: for People, Planet 

and Prosperity"
Catherine McKenna (seated on podium at left), 
former Minister of Infrastructure and Communi-
ties, and former Minister of Environment and 
Climate Change of Canada, moderates a Fireside 
Chat: "Taking Stock of the Road to COP26" 
speaking here with Nazhat Shameem Khan (seated 
at right), Permanent Representative of Fiji to the 
United Nations in Geneva and President of the Hu-
man Rights Council.
On the screen are (at left) Patricia Espinosa, Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the UN Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change (UNFCCC), and Jochen 
Flasbarth, Co-lead on the US$100bn climate 
finance delivery plan and State Secretary at the 
Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conserva-
tion and Nuclear Safety of Germany.
The event is a part of the high-level thematic 
debate on "Delivering Climate Action: for People, 
Planet and Prosperity". The event will focus on the 
gap between current and required technical and 
financial capacities needed to achieve the 1.5 de-
grees target. The event aims to showcase best prac-
tices that simultaneously address climate action 
and the challenges exacerbated by the pandemic.

UN7915682 Production Date 10/26/2021
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Country Research

"The vision and promise of the United Nations is that food, healthcare, water and 
sanitation, education, decent work and social security are not commodities for sale to 
those who can afford them, but basic human rights to which we are all entitled. We 
work to reduce inequality, every day, everywhere." Antonio Guterres, UN Secretary General

GATHERING COUNTRY INFORMATION

 Look for interesting and detailed information about the country, going to as many sources as 
possible. Some suggestions that have been found to be helpful:

1. There may be whole books about your country in the children’s section at the library. Some 
countries have been formed within the last few years, and would only be included in recently 
published books.  

2. Embassies and consulates are very helpful. There may be one near you, or you could get an 
address from the Mission in New York. A Google search should help if you need the mailing 
address, phone, etc. 

3. Some useful links are listed on our Resource Page at http://www.gemun.org/resource.shtml 
4. To find a person who was born or has lived in your country, call a local college and ask for the 

International Student Office, or there may be a local social group. Usually someone will be very 
happy to spend time with your group to teach about life there.  

5. Ask your parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, teachers, principal, friends, classmates, 
neighbors–everyone you know–if they have any information about your country.

6. Read international news outlets and/or listen to World News on radio, television or online. 

WORKING ON YOUR COUNTRY DISPLAY

 Some groups choose not to create a display, but, if you do, it is a great way to learn about 
the culture of your country, and each country display adds unique creativity to the conference as a 
whole. If you do decide to put together a display about your country, first, read once through all the 
information you have gathered about the country, its people, geography, culture, etc. This will give 
you a general overview of the country to help you get started. Individual students in your group may 
find different points of interest, or a few students may want to work together on one project. Where 
there is interest, there is indication of a starting place for a project to contribute to your country 
display.  
 Everyone has at least one special talent — drawing, painting, writing, sculpturing, making 
up word games or mazes, or some other unique way to express ideas. This talent can be used in the 
creation of part of the display, or you may wish to explore a unique area of expression.  
 The purpose of a display is to help people who visit GEMUN learn something about the 
countries represented. It is always more interesting to learn through more than one of your senses, 

(cont.)
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so the displays can be designed to involve not only sight, but also smell, touch and hearing. Students 
who plan the displays can try to give the public not only something to look at, but also something to 
do. PLEASE NOTE: For in person conference, FOOD cannot be part of displays, due to large 
clean-up fees in the past. It is very important to clean thoroughly under and around your display 
tables before leaving campus.  
 Some examples of the ways students have contributed in the past to their country display:  
a linoleum cut of an endangered species from the country, arranged on the table with crayons and 
sheets of paper to make a rubbing; clay sculptures of famous art objects in the country; a drawing of 
a famous person from the country who contributed to the world; copies of an interesting maze, with 
pictures and information about the country incorporated; examples of games played by the children 
in the country, with instructions how to play; samples of art and crafts which are part of the country’s 
culture; a map painted by the students, with interesting facts about the geography, people, flora and 
fauna. Most important -- every student should use their creativity! This part of GEMUN is about 
learning from constructing the projects. The more interactive, the better. (Photos of examples of 
displays which were brought to GEMUN in the past can be seen at www.gemun.org)
 Displays are set up Saturday morning, and we do our best to put out awards by around 3 
pm. The judges look for quality of work, interesting cultural information, attractiveness and most 
of all, creativity. All work should be done by the children, not adults. In the same symbolism 
that the flags of the United Nations are displayed at the same level, the displays in the lobby are 
seen as contributions to this event rather than as a competition with winners and losers. Therefore, 
the awards symbolize a contribution to GEMUN by the giving and sharing of information, culture, 
images and the personality of each country represented.  
 PLEASE NOTE (if in person): For security and staffing reasons DO NOT SET UP 
your display until Saturday, the second morning of the conference, and DO NOT leave any 
expensive items unattended. Neither GEMUN nor Brookhaven can be responsible for lost 
items.

  

PLEASE NOTE: We expect the GEMUN 2023 
conference to be in person, but just in case it's 
online again, the displays can be adapted from 
what's described here in the handbook.

Examples from last year's online conference are 
linked to our home page -- http://gemun.org/
countryBoards/2022/

Some are videos -- feel free to pause them to read 
the great info. Some are images that will open in a 
new tab so you can zoom in, etc. 

Congratulations to all our delegations for such a 
wonderful job! 

An example of displays from GEMUN 2022, our 3rd online conference! Please visit gemun.org to see them all!
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Committee Assignments

 As you are working on your Position Paper, some delegates may notice an interest in the top-
ics to be discussed in one or another of the different committees. 
 Every country delegation is asked to send a delegate to General Assembly (GA), if at all pos-
sible. If your country is a member of Security Council (SC), you MUST have a delegate seated 
in that committee. If you represent one of the five permanent members of the Security Council, 
you MUST have a delegate in BOTH SC and GA.
 PLEASE NOTE: Some committees often have more mature subject matter for topics, and 
might be inappropriate for younger delegates. Adult sponsors and parents are responsible to make 
sure the topic content of the committees is appropriate for delegates assigned to them.

**VERY IMPORTANT -- COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS LIST**
 When you send your Position Paper (at the time of the 2nd Workshop), include a list of all 
committees in which your country will have a delegate. Specify the number of delegates in each 
committee (due to the very limited size of some committee rooms, 1 delegate per committee is best). 
The accuracy of this list is very important! These numbers are used to prepare specific materials 
needed by each delegate at the conference and to plan the layout of the committees. Your help is 
required for the list to be as close as possible to actual conference numbers. 
 All groups might consider preparing alternate delegates, if possible, in case a delegate 
drops out late in the year. This would help maintain consistent numbers for planning purposes.
 If committees get too large for the size of the rooms, as the fire code requires, we may have 
to ask some delegates to move to another committee before the conference. Due to very limited 
size of some committee rooms, this has been necessary in the past. We need your help to avoid this 
problem.   

ROLE-PLAYING

 ROLE-PLAYING means acting as if you actually are from the country you are representing 
at GEMUN. This may be similar to the way you usually think and act, or it may be very different. If 
the policies of your country are different from your own ideas about a topic, you have a challenge, 
and an opportunity to look at the subject from a different point of view. 
 The point of debating a resolution is to pass the best possible version of the resolution. When 
role-playing your country, you have the opportunity to support a perspective in your committee 
and use that perspective to improve the resolution. Your Position Paper should be your guide in 
roleplaying. Your country’s perspective may be against a topic entirely, and representing their 
view could include speaking and voting against the resolution. However, in the spirit of working 
together, it could also mean speaking against a resolution, not with the intention to fail it, but rather 
to convince other delegations to amend the resolution to make it better. This is why role-playing 
is important. In roleplaying your country, you can come together as a committee to an agreement 
towards ideals like peace and ending hunger, even when a solution on a topic cannot be reached.
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PUBLIC SPEAKING—GEMUN is a Place Where Your Voice Should Be Heard!

 The following was contributed by a GEMUN Sponsor who is also a long-time Theatre 
Arts teacher: The GEMUN Conference is an exciting experience for everyone who attends. It is a 
fantastic opportunity to practice sharing ideas and working together to find solutions to issues in 
today’s world.
 Your voice will be one of your most powerful instruments at the conference. Whether you are 
giving an opening speech, making a speech for or against a resolution, or talking to other committee 
members during a caucus, the way you use your voice will have an effect on those who are listening. 
It’s how your ideas are heard!
 Be prepared as much as you can. Do your research on your country, the other countries you 
will be working with, and the issues being discussed. (The best way to reduce stage fright is to be 
prepared!)
 We think about what we are going to say, but we don’t give much thought as to how we say 
it. So… Exercise your muscles and train your ears to hear the right sounds--Using Tongue Twisters!  
You can find LOTS of these on the internet and even make up some about your country or the 
conference!

1. Say the tongue twister VERY SLOWLY two times, over exaggerating every possible sound in 
each word. This means beginnings, middles and endings! This really works your facial muscles 
and makes you very aware of what your lips, tongue, and jaw are doing to make each sound.

2. Second: Say it a little faster. Still over pronounce every sound, like you were speaking to someone 
who was listening to really loud music with their headphones on. They can’t hear you much, but 
they can see your mouth.

3. Third: Say it a little faster, still over pronouncing. If you can get through the tongue twister 
without leaving out a sound (record yourself or have someone listen to you who can’t see you), 
then say it even faster. 

4. Keep on going this way until you can say the tongue twister really fast and VERY CORRECTLY.
Examples: 
--If a black bug bleeds black blood, what color blood does a blue bug bleed? 
--Rubber Baby Buggy Bumpers
--Crisp Crusts Crackle and Crunch
--Six Thick Thistle Sticks
--Toy Boat, Toy Boat, Toy Boat
--Unique New York, Unique New York

5. If you are speaking very clearly, people close to you will hear you quite well.  But when people 
are far away, you must PROJECT the sound of your voice all the way to those people. Projecting 
is not yelling, but it is a way of making the voice louder.

a. Open your mouth wider. (More sound comes out!)
b. Stand/Sit tall and take a deep breath before you speak. (Supports the sound coming out)
c. Breathe into your diaphragm, or your belly, instead of breathing into your chest. Practice 

breathing so that your belly feels like it is inflating like a balloon as you inhale, and 
deflating as you exhale. This will create a more powerful sound as you speak!

d. Point your mouth in the direction of the people. (This is why you never look down at a 
paper that you don’t have memorized. LOOK UP by holding the paper up a bit, but don’t 
cover your face. People understand words better when they can see the speaker’s face.)
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e. Take your time. When we are nervous or uncomfortable, we tend to speak faster or so 
softly and “mumbly” that we cannot be understood. Slow down. That gives everyone time 
to hear and think about what you’ve just said.

f. PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE! (Speak to someone and have them move farther 
away each time, or record yourself, farther and farther away from your recording source)

Position Paper

RESEARCHING FOR YOUR POSITION PAPER
 First, there is no 'wrong' formatting. This research is for you -- to give a you 'wish list' of 
ideas when it's time to write a resolution, and to help you debate other resolutions at the conference. 
 Where to start? Fill out the Country Questionnaire on the following pages. You might also 
use trusted news sources or the mission website of the country (doing a Google search should help 
you find it). 
 Section I of the Position Paper (form on next page) is general country data which should be 
found easily with a little research. Date of entry into the UN can be found on the UN Member States' 
web page above. For more information about your country, click on the country name. 
 Section II Try to state the position of your country in a few words. To determine the major 
concerns and positions of your country, start with the speech given in the General Debate of the 
current year's General Assembly session. (To find this year's speech, go to gadebate.un.org/, or 'Ask 
DAG' at ask.un.org and put the country name in the search field. Ask DAG will be updated, but there 
will be a delay after the session is over.) This speech covers all topics of top interest to your country.  
Positions may not always be obvious from the speech. It helps to go through the entire speech, and 
mark references to topics in the GEMUN committees. PLEASE NOTE: Some topics may not be 
included in this speech, some may only be implied.  It is not necessary to include a statement of 
position on every GEMUN topic in your paper! It may be possible to get an idea about the interests 
of the country on only one or two topics in each committee. Don't worry; find what you can. 
  Have this research with you when you attend the conference! (We try, but you can't be sure 
anyone at the conference will have time to do prompt research for you.)

SOME SHARED IDEAS ON WRITING A POSITION STATEMENT
 One way that's been suggested to think about Section II of the Position Paper is in three 
general steps, but this must be adjusted to be what works best for each individual group:
1.  Brief BACKGROUND: facts on the specific issue/topic. No opinion in this part, just facts.
2.  POSITION: stated as briefly and as clearly as possible. This is your country's perspective on the 
specific issue/topic.
3.  IDEAS: a "proposal for action" without any specific details -- a wish list, so to speak.

SENDING IN YOUR POSITION PAPER & COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
 One Position Paper per country needs to be typed or neatly written and submitted, with 
committee assignments, by the DEADLINE (the date of the 2nd Workshop).

MAILING ADDRESS: GEMUN, 6005 Royaloak Dr., Arlington, TX 76016
May also be emailed to gemunstaff@gmail.com
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COUNTRY DATA AND POSITION PAPER
(One per Country)

SECTION I -- Country Data

Country:     _______________________________Date of entry into UN:_______________
                                                                                                                                  
Continent:  ______________________________________
                                                                                           
Neighboring countries: ______________________________________________
                                                                                            
Capital: __________________________________________________________
                                                                                                 
Major Cities:_______________________________________________________
                                                                                          
Population:________________________________________________________
                                                                                            
Major Religion(s): __________________________________________________
                                                                                 
Ethnic/Racial Groups:________________________________________________
                                                                            
Official Language(s):_________________________________________________
                                                                               
Form of Government: ________________________________________________
                                                                           
Monetary Unit: ______________________________________________________
                                                                                     
Major Exports: ______________________________________________________
                                                                                      
Major Imports:_______________________________________________________                                                                                  
    

SECTION II -- Position Statement
On a separate paper, write a Position Statement on topics that your country considers to be of ma-
jor concern (For more detail, see description under Reasearching for your Position Paper, previous 
page).  

Please be sure all delegates from the country have a copy of the entire position 
paper, to help research resolutions and for debate at the conference.

USE THIS SHEET FOR EACH COUNTRY YOUR SCHOOL IS REPRESENT-
ING.  FILL IN SECTION I, AND ATTACH AS MANY PAGES AS NEEDED TO 
COMPLETE SECTION II.
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COUNTRY QUESTIONNAIRE
(This is given as an example, to be used to the extent needed by your group, to help you prepare to 

write your position papers.)  

Name of your country:

I.  GENERAL INFORMATION:
A.  Continent:

B.  Region of continent (Central/South America, East Asia/Pacific, Southeast Asia, Indian   
 Subcontinent, Middle East/North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, Western/Eastern    
 Europe, Other): 
   Member of International Organization (OAS—Organization of American States;    
  AU—African Union; SAARC—South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation; 
  Arab League; others)?:
 Neighboring States:

C.  Cities:  Capital:    Major Cities:

D.  Size (area in square miles):  Population Density (per square mile):

E.  Total Population:

F.  Average Life Expectancy:

G.  Literacy rate (%):

H.  Official Language(s):

I.  History, early and recent:

J.  Major religion(s) and their influence:

K.  Ethnic/Racial group(s):

L.  Form of government (dictatorship, democracy-parliamentary or presidential, limited    
 monarchy, oligarchy); Current leader of Government:
 Member of an international political organization (EU, NATO, CIS, others)?:

(cont.)
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 List countries with which your country has friendly relations—trade partners, etc.    
  (allies)
 List countries with which your country has adversarial relations—trade competitors,   
  etc. (adversaries)

M.  Economic System (Capitalism, Socialism, Communism, other):
 Type of Economy (agricultural, industrial, diversified, other):
 Monetary unit:
 National Resources (mineral, forestry, agricultural/animal [legal & illegal], human   
  resources [labor force], energy resources, positional resource [canals,    
  bays & seas, straits, coast line, geo-stationary orbit]):
 Imports:
 Exports:
 Member of Economic Organization (OPEC, EFTA, CIS, ASEAN, WTO, others)?:

II.  UNITED NATIONS INFORMATION:
A.  When did your nation join the United Nations?

B.  When did your country become a nation?  Did the United Nations help your country    
 become a nation?  How?

C.  If your country was a colony, give the mother country’s name and explain what    
 effects the change has had.

D.  Is your country a large, medium or small contributor to the U.N. budget?

E.  Is the U.N. involved in any way in health issues of your country?  If yes, what are    
 they?

F.  Which countries are considered friendly?  Which ones are considered adversaries?

III.  CULTURAL, SOCIAL
A.  What is the predominant ethnic group in your country?  What is the relationship    
 between different groups?

B.  What is your country’s official policy toward other ethnic and cultural groups within its   
 borders?

(cont.)
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C.  Is your country affected by refugees from neighboring countries because of ethnic    
 disharmony or because of other reasons?

D.  How does your nation support improved education within and outside its borders?

E.  Is your country part of a recent break-up of another country or has it recently (last 40    
 years) been decolonized?

IV.  ECONOMIC ISSUES:
A.  How is your country classified (developed, developing, least developed)?

B.  Is your country giving/receiving economic assistance?  To/from whom?  How much?

C.  Does your country have transnational corporations within its borders?  If yes, has    
 your country ever nationalized any of their holdings?

D.  What is your country’s per capita income?  What is the unemployment rate?

E.  Does your country contain any corporations that invest abroad?  In what nations? 

F.  Is your country currently under economic sanctions of the UN?

V.  HUMAN RIGHTS:
A.  Does your country view human rights as an internal affair?

B.  To what extent does your country adhere to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights?

C.  What are your country’s concerns on:
 1.  Terrorism    10.  Rights of workers
 2.  Torture    11.  Other forms of rights (disabled, detainee)
 3.  Rights of women
 4.  Rights of children
 5.  Rights of minorities
 6.  Religious rights
 7.  Rights of migrant workers
 8.  Rights of refugees
 9.  Rights of indigenous people

(cont.)



68

D.  How does your country view Human Rights in:
Lebanon   Pakistan  Bulgaria  El Salvador
Iraq (Kurds, Sunnis, Shiites) Afghanistan  Poland   Brazil
Iran    Somalia  Georgia  Paraguay
Israel (PLO)   Nigeria  United States  Uruguay
Turkey (Kurds)  Kenya   Mexico  Belize
Syria    South Africa  Cuba   Colombia (drugs)
Sudan    Croatia   Haiti   China
Vietnam   Guatemala  Indonesia  Nicaragua
Romania   Yugoslavia  Honduras  Cambodia
Bosnia-Herzegovina    (Serbs)    (religious)  Myanmar
  (Serb/Croat/Muslim)        Uzbekistan
   
VI.  DISARMAMENT:
A.  Does your country possess nuclear arms?  If not, does it have the potential?

B.  Does your country fear a threat from countries which do have nuclear power?

C.  Has your country signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty?

D.  To what extent does your country support disarmament or test ban treaties?

E.  Other than nuclear capabilities, what other type of warfare does your country have in its   
 arsenals (tanks, jet planes, bio/chemical)?  Have these been used?  When?  Against   
 whom?

F.  How does your country obtain its military arms?  From a foreign country?  Which    
 one(s)?

G.  Does your country supply or sell arms to another country?  Which one(s)?
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Resolution Writing
 
 A resolution is “a formal expression of opinion or intention made, usually after voting, by a 
formal body.”  The “formal body” can be a class, a club, a nation or a group of nations.  

WHAT THE UNITED NATIONS CAN AND CAN'T DO

 Take into account when writing your resolution that the United Nations' realm of action is 
limited. The U.N., which is an organization composed of its member states, not a separate entity on 
its own, has a few specific tools that it can use to achieve solutions to a wide variety of problems. 
The U.N. has a budget that it raises through fundraisers, partnerships with private and non-profit 
organizations, and dues from member countries. 

Can
• The U.N. can use the money in its budget to buy supplies and equipment and pay employees to 
carry out programs all over the world. 
• It can use its money and personnel to research world problems/conditions and possible solutions. 
• The U.N. has arbiters and negotiators on its payroll that it can send to troubled areas to try and 
prevent the breakout of violence or to try and restore peace after a conflict has occurred. 
• The U.N. can call for nations or groups to come to the table to discuss their conflicts and appoint 
another, uninvolved nation to arbitrate, if that nation agrees. 
• The U.N. can call for summits or meetings to solve special problems. 
• The U.N. can set up new committees whose main responsibilities will be to oversee the progress on 
a certain topic or subset of topics. 
• The U.N. can send peacekeepers to conflict areas.
• The U.N. can call for economic sanctions on a country in an attempt to coerce that country into 
accepting U.N. regulations on, for example, human rights or nuclear non-proliferation.
• The U.N. can educate and encourage populations to act in certain ways. 

Can’t
• The U.N. cannot make laws, prohibit or impose behavior on either individuals or nations. 
• The U.N. cannot make war on any nation or violate any nation’s sovereignty, or interfere with the 
right of each nation’s government to make and enforce its own laws. 
• The U.N. cannot force any nation to join in imposing sanctions on another country. 

 The U.N. relies largely on the powers of persuasion, diplomacy, and the cooperation of its 
component member states.

REMEMBER:  DO AS MUCH RESEARCH AS POSSIBLE BEFORE GEMUN. 
YOU CAN'T DEPEND ON ANYONE AT THE CONFERENCE 

TO HAVE TIME TO DO IT FOR YOU!
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WRITING RESOLUTIONS—GETTING STARTED

1. As a group, identify a classroom, school or community problem.  
 (See RESOLUTION EXAMPLE #1)
2. Using the example phrases on following page, write PREAMBULATORY CLAUSES that capture 

your concerns and state how the problem affects your school, classroom or community.
3. Using the example phrases, write OPERATIVE CLAUSES to put into words ways you feel the 

problem can be solved.
4. After learning this process in relation to a familiar problem, you can transfer these skills to the   

international problems considered in GEMUN committees. (RESOLUTION EXAMPLE #2)

FINDING A TOPIC AND WRITING YOUR RESOLUTION
 

 After writing your Position Paper, based on your research from news sources, next you will 
each choose a topic on which to write a resolution. IMPORTANT: A resolution is about how to solve 
a problem that effects many people, not only one country. Remember, we can't accept a resolution 
about one country alone. This is a good time to also review the core purposes of GEMUN and the 
United Nations, as included in our Statement of Purpose, the Charter of the United Nations, and also 
the GEMUN Challenge. 
 IMPORTANT: It is becoming increasingly important to emphasize whenever possible the 
universal values expressed in these texts. GEMUN delegates can encourage cooperation rather than 
being extremist and uncompromising, even if their own government might put forward the latter as 
a public position. GEMUN delegates can balance what they have learned about the country they are 
role playing with their own idea of what they see as the right direction for the future!

FORMAT INSTRUCTIONS

IMPORTANT: The structure of a resolution is always ONLY ONE SENTENCE. 

A RESOLUTION HAS FOUR PARTS: Heading, Subject, Preambulatory and Operative Clauses.

1.  HEADING 
  The heading serves as identification for the resolution, and informs the reader of three things:  
1) WHERE the resolution will be submitted – the body in which the resolution is initiated, 
2) WHAT is the topic of discussion – the specific topic or problem addressed by the resolution, and 
3) WHO are the author(s) – the country or countries proposing the resolution. See example 
resolution #1 where the heading is bracketed. Can you find the heading on example #2?

2.  SUBJECT
  Just as every sentence has a subject, so must every resolution.  The subject tells you which 
committee will be taking the action. Look at example resolution #1 in the following pages, the 
subject is marked.  Can you find the subject on example #2?
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            Some  possible initiating phrases for preambulatory clauses:

3.  PREAMBULATORY CLAUSES
 The preambulatory clauses introduce the resolution.  They explain the problem in a logical 
sequence and tell the WHY behind the solution you suggest in the operative clauses. They give past 
action, reasons for the action, and sum up your concerns. Referring to action on the issue taken in the 
past by the United Nations makes the resolution very authentic and gives it a realistic foundation for 
the new proposal included in the operative clauses of your resolution. 
 The first word of each preambulatory clause sets the “tone” for the statement which follows 
(and must be in ALL CAPS and bold and/or underlined). Tone has to do with the strength of your 
conviction about the topic. Therefore, the stronger your conviction about a statement, the stronger 
the first word. The words in this list all start preambulatory clauses, NOT operative clauses.
 IMPORTANT: Each clause in the preamble is followed by a comma (,) plus the word “and.”  
The last clause in the preamble is followed by a colon (:). Go to the example resolutions in the 
following pages. Can you find the preambulatory clauses in each resolution?

ACKNOWLEDGING
AFFIRMING
ALARMED
ANXIOUS
APPRECIATING
APPROVING
AWARE
BEARING IN MIND
BEING CONVINCED
COGNIZANT
CONCERNED
CONFIDENT
CONSCIOUS
CONSIDERING
CONTEMPLATING
CONVINCED
DECLARING
DEEPLY DISTURBED
DEPLORING
DESIRING
DETERMINED
EMPHASIZING
ENCOURAGED
ENDORSING
EXPECTING
EXPRESSING
   APPRECIATION
   DEEP APPRECIATION
FULFILLING

FULLY
   AWARE
   BELIEVING
   BEARING IN MIND
GRIEVED
GUIDED BY
HAVING
   ADOPTED
   APPROVED
   CONSIDERED
   DECIDED
   EXAMINED FURTHER
   RECEIVED
   REGARD FOR
   REVIEWED
   VIEWED WITH
      APPREHENSION
KEEPING IN MIND

MINDFUL
NOTING
   FURTHER
   WITH APPROVAL
   WITH DEEP CONCERN
   WITH REGRET
   WITH SATISFACTION
   WITH GRAVE CONCERN
OBSERVING
REAFFIRMING
REALIZING
RECALLING
RECOGNIZING
REFERRING
REGRETTING
REITERATING
SEEKING
STRESSING
TAKING
   INTO ACCOUNT
   INTO CONSIDERATION
   NOTE
WELCOMING

United Nations Secretariat Building
A view of the United Nations Secretariat build-
ing with member states' flags. 

UN7757770  Production Date 10/01/2001 
New York, United States of America

Credit UN Photo/Andrea Brizzi
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4.  OPERATIVE CLAUSES
 The operative clauses of a resolution tell the reader what ACTION is being proposed to solve 
the problem described in the preamble. The operative clauses should be the strongest part of your 
resolution.  
 Remember to INCLUDE AT LEAST TWO OR THREE operative clauses in your resolu-
tion. Resolutions submitted containing only one operative clause, or none at all, will be sent 
back as unacceptable.
 The first word or phrase (for examples, see below) of each operative clause is a verb, indicat-
ing the clause which follows. It must be in ALL CAPS and bold and/or underlined. Language and 
tone play an important part in determining the strength of your operative clauses. 
 IMPORTANT: Each operative clause is numbered, in addition to the line numbers to the 
left of each line of the resolution -- look at the examples on the next two pages. Each operative 
clause ends with a semi-colon (;) plus the word "and", except for the last, which is followed by a 
period (.).  For operative clauses containing several subclauses, each subclause should be preceded 
with a letter and followed by a comma (,). The second to last subclause should end with ", and" 
(comma and) and the last should end with "; and" (semicolon and). You can see this in the example 
resolutions.
 NOTE: If you use an acronym in your resolution, use the whole name the first time it is used. 
(Example: International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in the Heading in sample resolution #2.)

                  Some possible initiating phrases for activating or operative clauses:

ACCEPTS EXPRESSES (cont.)  RENEWS ITS APPEAL 
ADOPTS       THE BELIEF  REPEATS
AFFIRMS       THE HOPE  SUGGESTS
APPEALS FURTHER  SUPPORTS
APPRECIATES       INVITES  TAKES NOTE OF 
APPROVES       PROCLAIMS  TRANSMITS
AUTHORIZES       REMINDS  URGES
CALLS UPON       RECOMMENDS  WELCOMES
COMMENDS       REQUESTS      
CONCURS       RESOLVES        
CONDEMNS INSTRUCTS
CONFIRMS REAFFIRMS
CONGRATULATES RECOGNIZES
CONSIDERS RECOMMENDS
DECIDES REGRETS
DECLARES REITERATES
DEPLORES 
DESIGNATES 
DIRECTS 
EXPRESSES
      APPRECIATION
      CONVICTION
      REGRET
      SYMPATHY
      THANKS

Security Council Meets on Threats to International Peace and Security 
Caused by Terrorist Acts

A wide view of the Security Council meeting on threats to international peace and security 
caused by terrorist acts. The Council hears the thirteenth report of the Secretary-General 
on the threat posed by ISIL (Da’esh) to international peace and security and the range of 
United Nations efforts in support of Member States in countering the threat (S/2021/682). 

UN7906169  Production Date 08/19/2021
New York, United States of America

Credit UN Photo/Manuel Elías
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SUBMITTED TO:    Director of Our School
TOPIC:  The Problems of Name Calling
PROPOSED BY: The Sixth Grade Class

1. THE STUDENT BODY,

2. ALARMED that negative behavior among students results in name calling, and
 
3. ACKNOWLEDGING the problems of the classroom such as, stereotyping, 
4. hurting feelings, disrespect for one's peers, and

5. DEEPLY DISTURBED at how these behaviors usurp curriculum time, and

6. OBSERVING that this needless time-wasting is also affecting students'
7. performance, and

8. TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that students of all classes should take 
9. action in helping to insure maximum learning time:

10. 1.  EMPHASIZES that students should only be called by their given birth names;
11. and

12. 2.  REQUESTS that no student be called by a name another student has made up;  
13. and

14. 3.  ENCOURAGES teachers to sanction the behavior of name calling; and

15. 4.  RECOMMENDS that students who do not conform after classroom
16. punishment should be penalized by the headmistress; and

17. 5.  DECLARES  that the students who do not observe this behavior of calling
18. students by their birth names should be suspended after five violations; and

19. 6.  EXPRESSES THE BELIEF that if name calling persists there be a class
20. penalty; and

21. 7.  FULLY BELIEVES that with the help of the students and staff of this school   
22. we will have a disturbance-free learning environment.
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RESOLUTION EXAMPLE #2

SUBMITTED TO: International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
TOPIC:   Radioactive Waste Management
PROPOSED BY: Angola

1. IAEA,

2. CONSCIOUS that advancements in the field of nuclear energy will create more radioactive waste over 
3. time, and

4. NOTING WITH GRAVE CONCERN that there has been an alarming rate of accidents with the 
5. transportation of radioactive waste, and

6. ALSO AWARE that there have been multiple accidents involving the storage of radioactive waste, and

7. HAVING CONSIDERED the grave repercussions to the climate and security of the world if radioactive 
8. waste is not effectively secured and stored, and

9. ANXIOUS for action on the contentious issue of radioactive waste disposal:

10. 1. SUGGESTS that high level and low level radioactive waste be stored in deep geological repositories 
11. (300 m or 1000 ft.), that are stable and isolated; and

12. 2. FURTHER REQUESTS that a Commission on Radioactive Waste Management (CRWM) is set up 
13. consisting of IAEA member countries which would:
14.     a. oversee all research/analysis on radioactive waste management/transport,
15.     b. make sure research is conducted safely,
16.     c. educate the public living near areas with nuclear storage facilities or nuclear reactors, and
17.     d. look at the possibilities of improving nuclear waste management techniques used at present; and

18. 3. RECOMMENDS that when applicable, all findings be presented to UNEP and the GA and any other 
19. related committees; and

20. 4. FURTHER RECOMMENDS that funds be appropriated by countries which will be used to attempt to 
21. put recommendations from the CRWM into play; and

22. 5. URGES that a global monitoring system be set up which will:
23.     a. actively monitor the globe for any potential emergencies involving long-term storage or containment 
24.  of nuclear materials during transport,
25.     b. assist in cleanup and proper disposal of any nuclear waste that breaches storage or the temporary 
26.  cask holding nuclear waste in transportation,
27.     c. protect nuclear waste storage facilities and nuclear waste in transport, and
28.     d. assess and recommend how to improve systems so that such events do not occur again; and

29. 6. COMMENDS all member states supporting this resolution.
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SUBMITTED TO: Global Elementary Model United Nations (GEMUN)
TOPIC: Guidelines for resolution selection
PROPOSED BY: Secretary-General
 
1.  THE SECRETARIAT,

2.  AWARE that there is a great deal of confusion about how the Secretariat selects
3.  resolutions, and

4.  CONSCIOUS of the hard work and effort each delegate puts into writing a 
5.  resolution, and

6.  REGRETTING that all resolutions submitted to GEMUN may not be selected or    
7.  discussed:

8.  1. REQUESTS all delegates to keep in mind the proposed guidelines while 
9.   writing resolutions:
10. a. the resolution must meet the deadline or else it will be considered as
11.  New Business, and possibly won't be debated,
12. b. the ideas in the preambulatory clauses should define the problem, 
13.  state who the problem affects, state where the problem is, and state      
14.  why this problem needs to be heard by the United Nations, and
15. c. solutions in the operative clauses should include how the solution
16.  will be accomplished, who will be involved in the solution, and thanks
17.  to organizations or countries that have helped in solving the problem; and

18.  2. RECOMMENDS to delegates who truly want their resolutions to be selected 
19. to try to include the efforts of current United Nations activities and agencies
20. and actual United Nations resolutions; and

21.  3. ENCOURAGES all delegates to use these guidelines as an aid in writing a resolution;  
22. and

23.  4. FULLY BELIEVES that if these resolution guidelines are followed, there will no 
24. longer be any confusion over how resolutions are selected by the Secretariat.

SUMMARY of RESOLUTION WRITING
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SENDING IN RESOLUTIONS

ADULT ADVISOR: PLEASE SEND ALL RESOLUTIONS ELECTRONICALLY to gemunstaff@
gmail.com in a format that will open in googledocs and allow us to edit. (When shared in googled-
ocs, please share with this email address: marti.cockrell@gmail.com) 
 1) ONE resolution PER DOCUMENT. 
 2) File name: country name and committee (example: PeruUNEP.doc). 
 3) Please attach ALL resolutions from ONE country to ONE EMAIL. 
 4) Resolution must print out on one page in font no smaller than 11 pt. 
When typing resolution, please refer to the Format Instructions on the preceding pages.  

No more than ONE RESOLUTION PER COUNTRY PER COMMITTEE will be accepted.  
(The exception to this 'one resolution per country per committee' rule is in Security Council.  It is a 
very small committee, so two resolutions per country MAY be accepted at the Chair's discretion.)   

RESOLUTIONS NOT ACCEPTED BY CHAIR OR RECEIVED LATE
If resolutions are received AFTER DEADLINE (see calendar), or not accepted by the Chair, they 
may be "NEW BUSINESS," which means they will not be debated until after all resolutions in the 
Regular Business Resolution Packet. In other words, New Business resolutions will be put at the end 
of the Agenda, and will be brought up in committee only at the discretion of the Chair of the com-
mittee.  ALL RESOLUTIONS, INCLUDING NEW BUSINESS MUST BE SUBMITTED ELEC-
TRONICALLY. NO HARDCOPIES ACCEPTED, even at in person conference.

NOTE: In the past, we have tried to ensure that each of the resolutions accepted for the Regu-
lar Business Resolution Packet are debated before the conference ends. However, due to the 
number of delegates, this may be difficult. The Chairs have decided it may be necessary to cap 
the number of resolutions accepted. Any extra resolutions will be treated as New Business.

FINAL CHECK LIST
ADULT ADVISOR READ BEFORE SENDING RESOLUTIONS!

1. ADULT ADVISOR PLEASE CHECK AND SEND ALL RESOLUTIONS VIA 
EMAIL, formatted as requested. (Delegates don't send, have your advisor send.)
2. Resolutions MUST print out on one (1) page, minimum font size 11 pt.
3. DELEGATES: Don't put all research into resolution, save some details for speech.
4. Follow the form in the examples. Don't forget line numbers.
5. DO NOT FAX or send hard copies.  Send electronically only (not scanned).
6. No more than ONE resolution per country, per committee (except SC) will be ac-
cepted, but all resolutions submitted may not be accepted, due to time considerations.
7. REMEMBER, SEND RESOLUTIONS BY DEADLINE on Calendar.
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DEBATE IN COMMITTEE AND USE OF TIME

 Questions about Rules Of Procedure for debate might have been answered in a workshop 
earlier in the year, or at a Practice Session, but don’t hesitate to ask your Chairperson about anything 
you don’t understand. You can ask questions during a recess, or in writing to the Chair, if there is no 
urgent need to interrupt the work of the committee. 
 IMPORTANT, PLEASE NOTE: Each delegate can help the Chair keep the work of the 
committee moving smoothly and efficiently. If everyone works together, it is very possible for all 
resolutions to be given sufficient time and receive the full consideration they deserve.  

CAUCUSING

 CAUCUSING is informal discussion about the topics being debated in each Committee.  A 
motion to caucus is in order when a delegate sees the need for clarification between two or more 
opposing points of view.  
 Caucusing is one of the best tools available to all delegates. During caucuses you will have 
a great opportunity to promote your ideas. Your speech supporting your resolution is important, but 
alone it will not have as much influence unless combined with face-to-face negotiations.
 Caucusing can take place between you and your allies as well as your adversaries. There 
may be some nations that formally would not meet to negotiate, but under the informal and private 
conditions of a caucus, they might have the opportunity to come to an agreement on an issue.

IF YOUR RESOLUTION IS TABLED

 If your resolution is tabled for any reason, don’t panic. When you have an opportunity, ask 
your Chairperson what to do.  They will be glad to help you, and will do all they can to see that your 
resolution has a chance to be considered and voted on by the Committee.

AMENDMENTS

 If someone gives a speech against your resolution, listen carefully, because you may agree 
with a point they make for disliking part of it. If this is the case, call for a caucus, and together write 
an AMENDMENT that will actually improve the resolution!
 If you would like to vote for someone else's resolution, but can't agree with every point 
it contains, or want to add something, an amendment may be in order. Caucus with the author of 
the resolution first, to see if you can agree on new wording. If so, it would be called a "Friendly" 
Amendment. Friendly amendments are automatically approved and added to the resolution.
 Amendments can also be "Unfriendly." An unfriendly amendment is submitted by someone 
other than the author of the resolution, without the author’s approval. It has to be debated and voted 
on separately, before the final vote on the resolution.

(continued)

Resolution Actions in Committee
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AMENDMENT FORM

Please fill out completely, including each line to be amended.

Resolution Sponsor:________________________________Subject:__________________________

Amendment Sponsor:_______________________________Resolution number:________________

Amendment Co-sponsor(s):___________________________ Type of amendment:  ____Friendly  
        
_________________________________________________      ____Unfriendly

Insert A: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Insert B: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Insert C: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Insert D: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Insert E: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Insert F: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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IMPORTANT: Amendments must be written on an Amendment Form (facing page), if we are in 
person, according to the following instructions, please, so staff can best understand what is intended.  

 There are three types of amendments (not a huge difference between them, but when a 
resolution is typed up later, how clearly details are described can make a big difference):

#1 - To eliminate words or phrases, mark through those to be eliminated; see example below.  

#2 - To insert new words or phrases, write in the new word(s), OR indicate the location of the 
insertion by noting “Insert A, B, C…” and print the language to be inserted in the appropriate 
space on the Resolution Amendment Form; see example below.

#3 - To change one or two words or a phrase, mark through the word(s) to be changed and write 
in the new word(s), OR mark through the word(s) to be changed, indicate “Insert A, B, C…” and 
print the new word(s) in the appropriate space on the Resolution Amendment Form; see example 
below.

Example:
ALL amendments are marked on the Resolution.  Some also need to be written on the Amendment 
Form. Examples of all types are shown below.

Types of 
Amendments: Resolution

#1

#2

#2

#3
#3

#3

Amendment Form

#2

#2

#3

#3
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COMBINING RESOLUTIONS

 It is not uncommon to find one or more resolutions in your committee very similar to your 
own. If there are several resolutions that are too similar, the majority of these will not receive the 
attention they deserve during debate. Especially if your committee has a large number of resolutions, 
COMBINING resolutions is likely to be highly encouraged.  (NOTE: Be aware that your resolution 
can only be combined with your permission.)  
 Consider locating and speaking to the author(s) of resolution(s) similar to yours, if that is the 
case, as soon as possible at GEMUN. You can call for a caucus once your committee is in session. 
Remember, only compromise on details, not the main purpose you have in mind. If you need help, 
you can always ask your Chair.
 You and the authors of similar resolutions may choose to combine your ideas and present 
one new resolution. Remember, the main ideas need to relate to each other and not stray away from 
the original topic. By combining your resolutions, the new resolution should be stronger and have a 
much better chance of being debated and passed by the rest of the committee. 
 In most cases, up to three resolutions can be combined at a time (more or less may be 
allowed, at the Chair's discretion). Each Co-Sponsor is allowed to give a speech in support of the 
new resolution. Co-Sponsors can only be the original authors, but other delegates are encouraged to 
help. If changes in original wording are needed, an Amendment Form may also be required. 

IMPORTANT: Combine resolutions according to the following instructions: 

• If we are in person, complete the Combining Resolutions Form.
• Choose a Primary Resolution that will be the basic resolution (i.e., ONE resolution which 
will be the foundation used on which to note all changes and insertion of language from other 
resolutions to be included in the final resolution).

• Copies of all resolutions to be combined must be attached to the Combining Resolutions Form 
(see example).

There are different types of changes when combing resolutions:

#1 - To insert language from another resolution, indicate the location of the insertion by 
noting “Insert A, B, C…” and mark the language from the other resolution(s) as “A, B, C…” 
accordingly; see example Combination on next page. This type of change does not need to be re-
written on the Combining Resolutions Form.

#2 - To eliminate words or phrases, mark through those to be eliminated; see example.  

#3 - To insert new words or phrases, write in the new word(s), OR indicate the location of the 
insertion by noting “Insert A, B, C…” and print the language to be inserted in the appropriate 
space on the Combining Resolutions Form; see example Combining Resolution Form.

#4 - To change one or two words or a phrase, mark through the word(s) to be changed and write 
in the new word(s), OR mark through the word(s) to be changed, indicate “Insert A, B, C…” and 
print the new word(s) in the appropriate space on the Combining Resolutions Form; see example.
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Example:
ALL changes are marked on the Primary Resolution.  
Some also need to be written on the Combining 
Resolution Form. Examples of all types are shown 
below.
NOTE: Text of #1 does not need to be re-written on 
the Combining Resolutions Form.

second resolution to be combined

#1
#1

Combining Resolution Form

#3

Primary Resolution

#1

#1

#3

#2

#3

#3
#4

#2

#4
#4
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COMBINING RESOLUTIONS FORM

Please complete and attach to original resolutions for combination.

Co-Sponsors:__________________________________________________________ 
   (original authors of combined resolutions only)

Combined resolution subject:_____________________________________________

Insert A: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Insert B: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Insert C: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Insert D: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Insert E: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Insert F: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________



83

RULES OF PROCEDURE -- LONG FORM

The GEMUN Philosophy in a Debate Context
   When it comes to how debate works, GEMUN’s mission is twofold: On the one hand is the 
educational side, whereby delegates learn about complex international relations, hone public 
speaking skills, and develop a basic understanding of parliamentary procedure. On the other hand, 
and more important, is the commitment to seeking peace through the practice of active goodwill.
   GEMUN believes that a concerted will-to-good can and does bring about real change in the 
world. Thus, debate at GEMUN should foster each delegate’s ability to use goodwill in all contexts, 
particularly in exchanging ideas, understanding different perspectives, and finding common-ground 
solutions to shared problems. Committee business at GEMUN is intended to further this aim by 
abandoning the old ways of conflict and argumentative debate in favor of compromise, cooperation, 
and dialogue. (Explained more on p 99, GEMUN Challenge)
   It is our hope that each delegate will embrace this spirit of goodwill and bear in mind that the 
ultimate aim is not to advance their own resolution or argument merely for the sake of “winning,” 
but rather to advance the shared interests of humanity in a spirit of concord and peace.

Goals of These Rules
1. Clarity: GEMUN’s Rules of Procedure seek to establish a clear order to committee business, 
such that every delegate has the opportunity to participate fully in the committee. It is important, 
therefore, that each participant understand what these rules mean, and when each motion is 
appropriate (“in order”).
2. Healthy Debate Atmosphere: GEMUN also seeks to give due sensitivity to the wide age and 
developmental range of delegates, not to mention differences in social and economic circumstances, 
ability, native language and experience. The spirit of these rules is to protect the interests of all 
participants, not just those with the most experience or loudest voices, in service of GEMUN’s 
mission and philosophy.

Scope of Rules
   The rules in this handbook are the official rules of GEMUN and will be used throughout the 
GEMUN conference for the orderly conduct of business. No other rules of order or procedure shall 
apply. NOTE: The Chair is ultimately in charge and has Chair's Discretion on all committee matters.

COMMITTEE RULES

Getting Started
Quorum
   At the first formal session of the Committee, and after each recess, the Chair shall call the roll 
to determine which delegations are present. The number of delegations present at the time of the 
roll call determines whether or not there is a sufficient number of member countries to conduct 
business (quorum). Delegates must signify ‘present and voting’ at every roll call in order to 

(cont.)
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establish voting privileges for their nation. If a delegate comes in late to the session, or leaves the 
committee for any reason and misses a roll call, they must notify the Chair in writing that they are 
'present and voting' when they are seated. At least one-third of all delegations must be present for 
business discussion to occur. A majority of delegations must be present for voting to take place.  

Agenda
1. The Secretariat will arrange the resolutions numerically and in a logical order according to topic 
and country. The order of the agenda corresponds with the numbers in the top right corner of each 
resolution, e.g. 'GA-17.'
2. The order of the agenda may only be altered at the discretion of the Chair.

Points and Motions Related to How the Committee Conducts Business
1. During any discussion, a delegate may rise to a Point of Order. The purpose of this point is to call 
the attention of the Chair to an infraction, misapplication or violation of these Rules of Procedure. 
This point shall immediately be decided upon by the Chair based upon these rules.  A delegate rising 
to a Point of Order shall not speak on the substance of the resolution being considered. (C-10 Point 
of Order)*
2. Personal Privilege relates to the rights and comforts of the members of the committee. This Point 
allows any delegate to voice barriers s/he may be having to fully participating in the committee. If 
the Chair judges that the delegate’s point is a valid question, it shall immediately attempt to satisfy 
the delegate’s need. (C-14 Point of Personal Privilege)*
3. Point of Clarification is used to ask questions about parliamentary procedure, or the status of 
business, or any other relevant question dealing with the business of the committee. The point shall 
be directed to the Chair, shall be used for clarification only, and may interrupt the current business. 
All Points of Clarification made to debate or oppose a statement will be ruled 'out of order' by the 
Chair and may be re-stated as Points of Information. (C-11 Point of Clarification)*
4. Motion to Adjourn a committee implies that all business of the committee has been completed.  
The motion to adjourn is, however, in order at any time. It shall not be debated, and must be put to 
an immediate vote. It is subject to the order of precedence set in the short form on the inside back 
cover. (C-17 Motion to Adjourn)*
5. Unlike Adjourn, the Motion to Recess allows the committee to take a break from conducting 
business, which resumes as usual once the recess is over. Any Motion to Recess must include the 
time when the committee shall return to order. Requires a majority vote. When the committee 
resumes, business shall continue as it would have, had the committee not recessed. The Chair 
reserves the right to recess. This motion is not debatable. (C-15 Motion to Recess)*
6. Motion to Caucus may be made if a delegate wishes to discuss amending or combining 
resolutions, negotiating a particular point, etc. All procedures concerning caucus are the same 
as those concerning recess, except that delegates are not permitted to leave the room during said 
caucus. (C-16 Motion to Caucus)*
7. A motion to Withdraw a motion or proposal may be made by its sponsor at any time before 
voting on it has commenced, provided it has not been amended. A proposal thus withdrawn may be 
reintroduced by any delegate. (C-7 Motion to Withdraw a Proposal)* 

Adjusting the Agenda (the Order of Committee Business)
1. A delegate may submit a request to the Chair to move to Table an amendment and/or resolution. 
The purpose of tabling is to set aside the proposal currently under discussion and allow the 
committee to move on to discussion of other matters. In the interest of time, the Chair may elect 

*See "RULES OF PROCEDURE -- SHORT FORM" inside back cover.              (cont.)
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*See "RULES OF PROCEDURE -- SHORT FORM" inside back cover.              (cont.)

to declare the request out of order. The motion to table a resolution will be considered only if the 
author is not present or the resolution needs further work. Excessive abuse of the 'table' motion by a 
delegate will result in disciplinary action. Tabling is a decision made by the Chair and is not voted on 
by the committee. (C-3 Motion to Table)*
2. A delegate may move to resume discussion of a proposal previously tabled by moving to Take 
from Table. Important business must be conducted after a proposal is tabled for this motion to be in 
order. Furthermore, it is in order only when there is no unfinished business on the floor. Taking from 
table is a decision made by the Chair and is not voted on by the committee. (C-4 Motion to Take 
from the Table)*
3. During discussion of any proposal, a delegate may move to Postpone Debate. This motion must 
state a time at which debate on the proposal shall resume and a reason to postpone. When that time 
is reached, debate will be resumed as soon as the floor is not occupied by a delegate or a voting 
procedure. The motion only applies to agenda topics and resolutions, and is a decision made by the 
Chair. (C-5 Motion to Postpone Debate)*

Debate
1. After a resolution has been introduced, the delegation presenting the resolution may be offered the 
opportunity to speak in favor of the resolution. All other delegates who wish to speak regarding the 
resolution, whether for or against, must have the Chairperson’s permission to address the committee. 
2. The Chairperson may choose to formulate a Speakers List from those delegates signifying a 
desire to speak. If the Speakers List has been set and you would like to be added, send a note to the 
Chair.
3. Any delegate may move to Limit or Extend Debate. The motion may limit the number of 
speakers, the number of times a delegate may hold the floor on a question, the length of debate on a 
particular resolution and/or topic, or any combination of the above. The motion requires a majority 
to pass, and is not debatable. (C-2 Motion to Limit or Extend Time of Debate)*   
a. If the committee has limited the time of debate, the Chairperson shall call a delegate to order if s/
he has exceeded his/her allotted time.
b. If a delegate's speech on a proposal has time limitations, s/he may also yield to Points of 
Information regarding the topic at hand, within an additional time allotment.
4. Point of Information is used to request information from the speaker relating to the topic being 
presented. This must be asked in the form of a question through the Chair, not directly to the 
speaker, and therefore does not include personal pronouns relating to the speaker. The Chair may 
rule out of order any question considered irrelevant. (C-12 Point of Information)*
a. The speaker reserves the right to answer a Point of Information as best bolsters their argument. 
However, once a speaker has yielded to a Point of Information, s/he must answer. If a speaker does 
not yield to a Point of Information from any given delegate, that speaker must yield the floor.
b. The purpose of Point of Information is to challenge a claim being made by the speaker or to point 
out a deficiency or inaccuracy in the speaker’s argument. This means that sometimes, the “question” 
being asked will not be “answered” directly. If a delegate sincerely requires an answer in order to 
understand what is being discussed (for instance, defining a vocabulary term), the appropriate avenue 
is a Point of Clarification (see above) and is answered by the Chair. 
c. To preserve the spirit and flow of debate, save time, and allow all delegates opportunities to 
participate in debate, ‘follow-up’ questions are not allowed and will be ruled out of order by the 
Chair. If a delegate feels the speaker has not sufficiently answered their Point of Information, that 
delegate may volunteer for the Speakers’ List. Otherwise, they should wait their turn until other 
delegates wishing to ask questions have raised their Points of Information. 
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5. When the debate for a resolution is completed, before the next scheduled recess, the Chair may 
elect to grant the Right of Reply. Right of Reply is an opportunity to counter an inaccurate or 
insulting statement made by another delegate that specifically impugns the personal or national 
dignity of the delegate requesting the Right of Reply. Right of Reply is not to be used as an avenue 
for furthering debate. Requests for the Right of Reply must be submitted to the Chair in writing. The 
Chair may limit the length of the delegate’s reply time. Decisions to grant, or not to grant, the Right 
of Reply shall not be subject to debate or vote.
6. After one speaker for and one speaker against a proposal have both been heard, a delegate may, 
at any time, move the Previous Question to bring the proposal to a vote of the committee. If 
the motion is seconded, the Chair may move to an immediate vote. (C-8 Motion for the Previous 
Question)*

Amendments
1. An Amendment to a resolution adds to, deletes from, or revises any part of that resolution. All 
amendments must be submitted in writing to the committee Chair before they are considered by the 
committee. Copies of the Amendment Form are available from the committee Chair.
2. A Friendly Amendment to a resolution has the support of the author and the co-sponsor(s) of the 
resolution being amended.  
When a Friendly Amendment is moved, the Chair shall ask each of these parties if they accept it. If 
accepted, the Friendly Amendment is part of the resolution. If it is rejected by any of these parties, it 
shall not be considered a Friendly Amendment. Friendly Amendments must be labeled as such when 
submitted to the committee Chairperson.
3. If an amendment is rejected by either the author of the resolution, or co-sponsor(s), it shall be 
deemed an Unfriendly Amendment. At the Chair’s discretion, debate will begin on the amendment.
4. The Chair may rule "out of order" any amendment which is judged to be a waste of the 
committee’s time. Amendments of this nature, for example, might change the intent of the resolution 
or make trivial or absurd changes in its wording.
5. A secondary amendment must relate to the primary amendment and the main motion. Resolutions 
may only be amended twice.
6. If more than the amendment process is needed, delegates may wish to Combine up to three 
resolutions (may be 1 or 2 more, if Chair deems it essential in best interest of committee) which have 
very similar goals. In doing so, the committee can accomplish the goal of all concerned and also may 
save some of the committee's time.

Voting
1. Each member nation shall have one vote. No delegate may cast a vote on behalf of another nation.
2. Of those members who are marked as "present and voting," only those casting an affirmative or 
negative vote shall be tallied to determine whether a resolution passes.  Thus, members who abstain 
are technically present but not voting on this particular resolution. Their votes do not “count” toward 
determining a majority, or failure to reach a majority, related to the passage of a resolution; only a 
majority of votes actually cast is required to pass a resolution. (example: 8 y, 8 n, 5 a, fails)
a. The Chair may use their Discretion to ask for abstentions during a placard vote; in this spirit, if the 
placard has not been raised either for or against, the member automatically abstains. 
b. During a roll call vote, members should signify that they abstain if they have been marked as 
“present and voting” but do not wish to vote either for or against the resolution. 
c. Members must signify "present and voting" at any roll call or, in writing (if not present during roll 
call) in order to establish voting privileges for their nation.

*See "RULES OF PROCEDURE -- SHORT FORM" inside back cover.              (cont.)
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     “Let us be good stewards of the Earth we inherited. All of us have to share the Earth's fragile 
ecosystems and precious resources, and each of us has a role to play in preserving them. If we are 
to go on living together on this earth, we must all be responsible for it.”

-- Kofi Annan, 1938-2018

3. After the Chair has announced the beginning of voting procedure, no delegate may interrupt the 
proceedings, except with a Point of Order in connection with the actual voting procedure. Pages 
and Processors will guard the doors for no entrance. There will be no note passing during voting 
procedure. 
4. Division of the House demands a roll call vote be taken as opposed to placard vote. It can be 
moved only after the Previous Question has been moved, and is only effective for one vote, then 
returns to placard vote. (C-9 Motion for the Division of House)*
a. During a roll call vote, the Chair may permit members to explain their vote. To request this right, 
a member nation must state its vote followed by the phrase, "with rights." The right of explanation 
shall be granted after voting but before the results are announced. No questions may be asked of 
delegates speaking "with rights" during voting procedure. Vote changes will be called for after 
delegates "with rights" are recognized. Delegates cannot change their vote to "with rights" at this 
time. The Chair may limit the time allowed for these explanations. Voting procedure is not complete 
until the vote has been announced.
b. A motion to Reconsider a proposal will be in order only when made by a delegate who voted 
against the resolution, and in a roll call vote ONLY. Reconsideration requires a majority vote of 
the committee. This motion is in order when there is not another proposal on the floor, and is not 
debatable. (C-6 Motion to Reconsider)*
5. A resolution (in GA) may be declared an Important Question by the President, requiring a 
2/3 majority of those present and voting to pass. This ONLY refers to major items such as those 
concerning changes to the Charter of the United Nations.    

(cont.)
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SPECIFIC FOR SECURITY COUNCIL

Quorum  
A quorum of members (10 of 15 members) with at least 3 Permanent Members (China, Russia, the 
United States, the United Kingdom or France) is necessary to conduct business. A simple majority is 
required to pass procedural motions. A quorum of members (10 of 15 members) which includes all 
five Permanent Members must be present to vote on resolutions.

Voting:  
1. All votes on FINAL approval of resolutions require a 3/5 majority of those present and voting 
AND no objection from a permanent member.
2. Use of the Veto: Veto is the term applied when one of the five permanent members (see above) 
votes “against” a resolution; in the event that one of these 5 countries does vote against a resolution, 
the resolution immediately fails, even if theirs is the only vote against it. In fact, a permanent 
member cannot vote “against” a resolution and not use veto power. If a permanent member does not 
want to automatically fail a resolution, but does not want to vote “for” it, they may “abstain” from 
voting. The veto only applies to votes on resolutions, not procedural votes. Because of the serious 
consequences, permanent members have the responsibility, and duty, to thoroughly debate and 
consider the issue at hand before using their veto power. 

Attendance for Debate:  
1. Because the Security Council is one of the most influential and powerful committees of GEMUN, 
it is very important that all members attend all sessions, and arrive on time.   
2. Visiting Delegation: Any member of the U.N. who is NOT a member of the Security Council 
may take part in a specific debate, if a majority of the Council invites the visitor or if the visitor has 
brought the issue before the Council. Issues brought before the Council by a visiting delegation must 
be approved by the Council President. Visiting delegates have no vote. Visitors may request the 
members of Security Council to put forth a motion or proposal.

Security Council Meets on Situation in Afghanistan
Malala Yousafzai (on screen), Co-founder and Board Chair of the Malala Fund, addresses the Security Council meeting 
on the situation in Afghanistan.

UN7908936   Production Date 09/09/2021 New York, United States of America
Credit UN Photo/Manuel Elías 



89

Role Play for Parliamentary Procedure 
(An example to help you practice.)

List of Parts:
Chair --
Narrator --
[United Kingdom]* --
[China]* --
[USA]* --
[Japan]* --

**This is an EXAMPLE which is modified and used by the Secretariat at the Second Work-
shop, to give delegates an idea about how Parliamentary Procedure works in committee.

Chair calls the committee to order and has a roll call.

Chair: “We’re going to go ahead and get started.  We’ll start with the first resolution, GA1.  Will 
[United Kingdom]* come up and read their resolution?”

[United Kingdom]* reads the resolution.

Chair:  “Are there any points of clarification?”

Narrator [explains Point of Clarification]

[China]* raises placard, Chair recognizes [China]*.

[China]* says, “Point of Clarification,” asks for the definition of the word “ ... a word chosen from 
the resolution.” (NOTE:  Chair should know the definition of the word.)

Chair answers.

Chair asks, “Does the delegate wish to speak for his (or her) resolution?”

Narrator [suggests to audience how to be prepared to give a speech in support of their resolution.]

[United Kingdom]* gives speech.

Chair asks, “Are there any Points of Information for the delegate?”

[USA]* raises placard.  Chair recognizes [USA]*.

[USA]*:  “Point of Information.”

Chair:  “Will you accept a Point of Information from [USA]*?”

[United Kingdom]*:  “Yes.”

Narrator:  [explains Point of Information] (cont.)
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[USA]*: “How does the delegate plan to [... a question about the resolution]*?”

[UK]* answers.

[USA]*: “Do you really think [... another question about resolution]*?”

Chair:  “You’re out of order, delegate.” (Gavel)

Narrator:  [explain why he’s out of order]

[USA]* raises placard, waits to be recognized, and restates question in proper form.

[UK]* answers.

Chair asks for any more Points of Information, there are none, and the delegate yields the floor.

Chair asks for motions on the floor.

Narrator:  [explain speakers’ list -- not necessary to motion for]

[Japan]* raises placard, Chair recognizes [Japan]*.

[Japan]*: “I move to limit the speakers’ list to one For, one Against.”

[USA]*:  “Second.”

Chair:  “All ‘For’ limiting the speakers’ list to one ‘For’, one ‘Against’, raise your placards.”

Chair:  “We’re now forming a speakers’ list.”  [Japan For, USA Against]

The two speakers speak without interruptions.

Chair asks for motions.  [USA]* raises placard, Chair recognizes [USA]*.

[USA]*:  “I move the Previous Question.”

[China]*:  “Second.”

Narrator:  [explain voting -- Placard vs Division of House -- Division of House is NOT same as Pre-
vious Question]

Chair:  “We will now vote on whether or not to Move the Previous Question.”  After voting -- “We 
are now in Voting Procedure.  The Pages and Processors will please secure the doors, there will be 
no more note passing or talking.  (Pause to wait for doors to be secured.) All for GA1 please raise 
your placard.” (USA votes against, everyone else for.)

Chair:  “With 3 ‘For’, 1 ‘Against’ and 0 Abstaining, this resolution Passes.”

Narrator:  “Any questions?”
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RESOLUTIONS SENT & FINAL PREPARATIONS

 Once the deadline to send in resolutions has passed, the Secretariat and GEMUN staff read 
through them all, make corrections, and the Chairpeople have a meeting to discuss the agenda in 
each committee. The resolutions are numbered by the Chairs in the order in which they will be 
debated and copies sent to all participating groups, a week or two before the conference. The purpose 
of sending the resolutions out before the conference is to allow time for delegates and their sdult 
sponsors to see the resolutions in each committee.  
 This allows some time for research, to help give power to debate. Keeping in mind each 
country's positions (on Position Papers), each delegation can decide together which resolutions to 
support, and which to oppose. Look to see if there are resolutions your delegation would like to 
vote for, with some changes. If only minor changes are needed, plan to caucus with the sponsor 
of the resolution, and try to have it amended, or combined, if more changes seem necessary. (See 
'Resolution Actions in Committee' for more information.)
 Write a supporting speech for each of your resolutions before the conference. This speech 
should give fine points and details which don’t fit into the one page resolution. The author of the 
resolution will be given an opportunity by the Chair to give a speech after reading the resolution to 
the committee. It should be convincing, telling everyone why they should vote for the resolution.  
 Everyone needs to bring their Handbook, Position Paper, a pencil and all research you have 
collected on your committee’s topics. Research at the conference is possible, but limited.

PREPARATION TIPS FROM GEMUN CHAIRS FOR ADULT ADVISORS

1. Have your delegates rehearse reading their resolutions aloud before they come to GEMUN.
2. Make sure each delegate understands all the words in their resolution.
3. Remember that you can't help your delegates debate during GEMUN. Help them ahead of time.
4. Practice role-playing your countries within your group, before GEMUN.
5. Help the delegates research their country's position on ALL topics in their committees.
6. Teach them to project their voice, loud enough for a person at the back of the room to hear. 

SCHOOLS MAY HOST A PRACTICE SESSION

1. Sign up around the time of the second Delegate Workshop, or contact GEMUN staff to have your 
school added to the April Practice Session Calendar. We will try to match you with at least one 
Secretariat member, who will be asked to volunteer to head the Practice Session at your school (if 
you are within reasonable driving distance). Saturday morning from 9 - 12 is usually the best time.

2. Confirm a meeting place to hold the session (library, a classroom, etc.).  Rooms needed: one 
room large enough to hold everyone expected (we will ask for rsvps after sending out an email 
announcement), plus two or three smaller break-out rooms (at least 25 per room) into which the 
group can be divided.  

3. Place signs on the entrances of your building informing the visiting students where the practice 
session is being held or have students from your school waiting at each entrance to greet and direct 
the visitors to the sessions.

4. IMPORTANT: Have a copier available and ready to use to copy resolutions.
5. Provide refreshments for the students and the adults with them at the break mid-morning. Food 

should not be put out until break time, please.
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AT THE CONFERENCE

NOTE: Pandemic related uncertainty still means we can't be sure if the conference will be online or 
in person, but we do expect and hope to be in person this year. Most of the handbook was written for 
in person, but adapted somewhat and changes will be communicated as we know more. 

REGISTRATION (in person)
   There are four separate Registration Tables for four different groups. All tables are open for 
registration at once. Please check in at each appropriate table as soon as possible upon arrival. 
• Sponsors Register Here – the group's adult Sponsor signs in, reads letter (see example letter on 
next page), and carefully follows the very important instructions in the letter
• Ambassadors Register Here – one delegate for each country signs in 
• Pages Register Here – please take registered Pages to this table as soon as you arrive
• Observers Register Here – all Observers need to sign in and get a badge  

WHO ARE 'OBSERVERS'?
   Observers are guests who come with participating groups, or who are interested in watching 
GEMUN in action in order to be able to participate in the future. All Observers must go by the Code 
of Conduct on page 95, and younger Observers must be accompanied by an adult at all times.

OPENING CEREMONIES (in person described here; if zoom, send a video)
   Following a welcome by the Secretary-General, the Ambassador (head delegate) of each country 
will be called to speak to the assembly. This speech is an opportunity to welcome all participants, 
and to state your country’s goodwill hopes for the outcome of the conference. NOTE: With time 
constraints for 50 or 60 speakers, each speaker must know that ALL others' are of equal value and 
interest to your own. Therefore, each speaker please limit your speech to ONE minute! 
   After Opening Ceremonies, all delegates go to their committees. The Chair calls them to order, 
makes introductions, and debate begins after a review of parliamentary procedure and short practice. 

THE ROLE OF THE COORDINATING STAFF
   The GEMUN Coordinating Staff (including the Peacekeepers in light blue caps) are here to help 
in every way possible, both during preparation and at the conference. The handbook and workshops 
cover mostly everything for preparation; but we realize questions might arise which are not 
addressed, and there is troubleshooting needed during the conference. We are here to help. Please 
feel free to contact us at any time. (email: gemunstaff@gmail.com, ph: 817-819-7081)

LUNCH (in person)
   In the past, the campus food vendor has planned lunch so it can be as efficient as possible for 
everyone. An email with details about menu, cost and detailed guidelines goes out in early Spring. 
Lunches are ordered before the conference and prepaid by check, so the caterer can purchase enough 
food. Lunch tickets are included in the adult sponsor's Registration packet. 
   All committees are dismissed at the same time for lunch. Adult sponsors must remain in the lunch 
area with their students during the entire lunch period. Anyone not buying lunch tickets is fully 
responsible for their own lunches. No one is ALLOWED to bring lunches into committees. Adults 
are responsible to keep lunches brought by the group, distribute them at lunch and eat with delegates 
in the GEMUN designated lunch area. All delegates must return to committee on time after lunch 
period ends.
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PLEASE NOTE: Below is an example of the letter given to Sponsors at GEMUN 2019 
Registration. There will be some changes in the letter you receive at this year's conference. 

This is here to give you an idea how to be prepared at Registration! 
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Dallas College has graciously agreed to host the GEMUN Conference.  
Please keep this in mind, and review the Code of Conduct before attending.  

CODE OF CONDUCT
1. English is the official language of the GEMUN conference.
2. Delegates are expected to conduct themselves in a manner suitable to their role as diplomats.
This includes practicing diplomacy, dressing appropriately and maintaining decorum in the corri-
dors and meeting rooms (no running in halls if in person, being respectful if online).

Suggested dress for the GEMUN conference:
a. Business attire: BOYS — suit or slacks (not jeans) with dress shirt and optional tie. 
b. Business attire: GIRLS — slacks/skirt and blouse, or suit. Skirt at least fingertip length. Comfort-

able shoes are best (no stilettos, no bare feet). Dresses business-like. 
c. Ethnic dress — For authentic cultural dress, please keep it appropriate and professional.

3. Participants must wear name badges during all functions and confine their activity to the area 
near committee rooms or in the lunch area designated for GEMUN by the host college. Name 
badges must be worn around the neck, easily visible at all times.
4. In all in person GEMUN sessions, cell phone use is prohibited. Adult Sponsors are re-
quired to pick up and hold all delegates' cell phones before in person sessions begin. Chairs and 
Co-chairs may use their cell phones for GEMUN related communications only. All others must 
silence cell phones in committee and go into hallway for phone or any other conversations. NO 
LAPTOPS in in person committees.
5. Delegates are under the immediate guidance of their adult Sponsors, and are expected to follow 
their individual school rules, along with the GEMUN Code of Conduct.
6. Each school/group is required to have at least one adult representative with a cell phone avail-
able. A list of these phone numbers will be taken at Registration. This list must be updated if 
needed at any time during the meeting, in case of emergency.  
7. NO FOOD OR DRINKS (except water) can be brought into in person committee rooms.
8. GEMUN delegates are expected to be present for the full conference. If something happens 
and they can't, the agenda can't be changed. Each delegate remains in their committee all day both 
days, unless dismissed by the Chair.
9. Observers have seating available in each room. The number of seats available when we are in 
person is determined by the Fire Code and no standing in back of room can be allowed. Please 
be considerate of others needing a place in the room, and take turns if the seats are full. Moving 
around to different committees or sitting in the hall are possible options. 
10. Adults may not interfere in any way with delegate or Chair activities during the time a 
committee is in session. If there is any question, ask GEMUN Staff, DO NOT approach the Chair.
11. Participants may be barred from taking part if there is failure to comply.
I understand and agree with ALL of the above Code of Conduct.

Student's Signature_________________________________________________________

Sponsor's Signature_________________________________________________________
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ADULT SPONSORS' ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES
 An adult Sponsor for a GEMUN delegation has a very special and multifaceted role to play 
throughout the year. The first and most familiar role is as teacher, to educate delegates in the many 
areas in which they need to expand their knowledge.  
 Another, perhaps less comfortable, role the GEMUN Sponsor must play is as support for the 
students in gaining independence needed for success. Delegates, as well as the Secretariat (many 
of whom are still somewhat inexperienced also), are learning on-the-job. Growing into leadership 
positions often includes mistakes and awkward moments which the adult Sponsors and parents 
must stand by and watch without interfering.

VERY IMPORTANT: 
ADULT INVOLVEMENT IN COMMITTEE ACTIVITY

1.  Committee delegates and Chairpersons are in complete charge of their actions in committee.  
Chairpeople have authority over all activity in the committee.

2.  No adult should be involved in caucusing between nations or any other committee activities.
3.  If there is a need to report behavior of a Chairperson or other member of the Secretariat, go to the 

Staff/Information Center or the Secretary-General.

REQUIRED ADULT BEHAVIOR AT GEMUN
1. Chairpeople are in charge in Committees at all times. Adults may not interfere in any way with 

delegate or Chair activities during the time a committee is in session. If there is any question, ask 
GEMUN Staff, DO NOT approach the Chair. If interference occurs and persists, the Chair may use 
their discretion to ask that individual to leave the committee. 

2. If all Observer seats in a Committee are full, please wait in the hall until seating is available. See 
#9 on Code of Conduct on previous page. Please be considerate of all Observers. 

3. PICK UP AND HOLD ALL DELEGATES' CELL PHONES during in person sessions.
4. Adult Sponsors must ensure their students follow GEMUN rules at all times on campus. Adult 

Sponsors need to remain with their delegates as much as possible, we especially need your help 
supervising them during lunchtime when we are in person.

5. NO FOOD OR DRINKS allowed in in person committee rooms. Lunches must NOT be with 
delegates in committees when we are in person. Everyone should eat during lunchbreak only.

6. All participants (adult Sponsors and all delegates) are expected to be present for the ENTIRE 
CONFERENCE -- see hours on the Calendar and Agenda.   

7. All schools/groups are required to have at least one adult representative on premises at all times. 
The GEMUN Staff may need to contact the representative in case of emergency. (Give a cell 
number at Registration and keep it updated on our list in the Info Center, if it changes, please.)

CELL PHONE USE IN COMMITTEE
 The Page System is provided for communication. Cell phone use by delegates is prohibited 
at all GEMUN in person sessions. Delegates' cell phones must be in the custody of their adult 
Sponsor during in person sessions.
 Chairs, Co-chairs, Staff and Processors may be seen using their cell phones. It is for 
GEMUN related business only. 
 GEMUN Sponsors and Observers are asked to leave the committee and go out in the 
hall if they need to use their cell phone for any reason at an in person meeting. 
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PAGE SYSTEM

    The purpose of the Page System is efficient communication throughout the in person GEMUN 
Conference. Pages pick up and deliver notes about resolutions, policy questions, research requests 
to the Information Center during the conference, etc. To prevent abuse of the Page System, a Page 
Processor reads all messages before delivery. Processors decide whether a message is personal or 
GEMUN-related. If they do not pertain to GEMUN, they will not be delivered. No scraps of 
paper will be delivered. Notes must be in English, the Official language at the GEMUN conference. 

IMPORTANT: GEMUN PAGE SYSTEM INFO FOR GEMUN SPONSORS 
(described below as it was used for in person conferences before the pandemic)
PLEASE NOTE: The Page Manager is working on a revised Page System that 

will work differently than in the past, if GEMUN 2023 is in person. 
The new system will be added to next year's handbook. Emails about the changes 

will be sent to participants during the Spring semester.

ADULTS BRINGING PAGES TO GEMUN
CONTACT THE PAGE MANAGER (Gloria Crook: gcrook9@gmail.com) with questions.  

 Gloria will send out an email after the 2nd Workshop, requesting a response from those 
intending to bring pages. Don't send names of pages before this request. Responses to this email will 
be put on a mailing list, and Gloria will contact you to get names and other information needed to 
put together the list of pages for the conference. 
Main criteria found to be necessary regarding bringing pages:
1. All pages need to be able to work ALL DAY BOTH DAYS of the conference. They can't arrange 

to leave early, or for a substitute on the second day.
2. Each page needs to be mature enough to work with the Processor in the committee assigned and 

not require the constant presence of an adult from their school or family in the room.
3. They need to be able to read well enough to easily read all country names.

PAGE SYSTEM PROCEDURE    
1. The Page System is used when Delegates from various Countries communicate with others either 

in the same Committee, or in other Committees. Processors will have a designated Mail Envelope 
to hold any mail to another committee. Pages must not carry mail without this Envelope. Pages 
also run errands to the Information Center for Committee typing, etc.  

2. When a Committee is in session, Delegates hold notes up for the Pages to bring to the Processor. 
The Processor is in charge of deciding whether or not the content is GEMUN business, presented 
in the accepted format. 

3. First, the notes must be LEGIBLE! Inappropriate notes will not be delivered. Any notes which are 
personal, written on scraps of paper, or incorrectly addressed are considered inappropriate. Eng-
lish is the official language of GEMUN, and all notes must be in English only.

4. If the note is in good form, the Processor helps the Page see to which Country it is addressed, and 
it is delivered by the Page. If it goes to another Committee, it is sent to the Information Center 
with the Page, who puts it in the mailbox of the Committee to which it is addressed. Mail FOR 
the committee, from other committees, will be picked up from the mailbox in the Information 

(cont.)
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Center and brought back to the committee Processor, who will sort it and have the Pages deliver 
the messages to the delegates to whom they are addressed.

5. If there is material to be typed, it is sent with a special colored-paper-form attached (see below) to 
the Information Center and put in the appropriate box. (The Committee Chair or Co-Chair are in 
control of this process.) 

6. PAGES will be Registered to work in a specific Committee. This assignment is not subject to 
change by anyone except the GEMUN Page Manager.   

7. The Processor must have a cell-phone number to contact a designated person on campus for each 
Page, in case a Page needs specific attention, and to meet the Page for lunch. The cell phone num-
ber will be given to the GEMUN Page Manager at Registration.

8. Processors will have a Committee Designated Mail Envelope for any mail to leave the committee 
room. Pages must NOT carry mail without the Mail Envelope or take it into a restroom.

NOTES BETWEEN DELEGATES (white paper)
 Every message must be on the white printed note paper supplied by GEMUN. (It is available 
from the Page Processor in all committees.) In the past, back and forth notes have become so sloppy 
that they can't be read or delivered, so we are trying this system to see if it helps our Processors and 
Pages. No scratched-out addresses will be accepted. 
 ONE reply can be sent on the same sheet of note 
paper, if it is in the same committee. If there is more to 
exchange, a new piece of note paper needs to be used. 
 If a reply is needed between committees, use a 
new piece of note paper.
 
 This is printed on the outside of the note paper:

 The communication inside will be the message 
from one delegate to another. 
 Processors send Pages on frequent trips to the Information Center to deliver and pick up mail. 
Any messages for the Staff which are sent to the Information Center will be delivered if it is clear 
who they are from, and to whom they go.

RESEARCH REQUESTS (colored paper)
 First, please have delegates do as much research BEFORE the conference as possible, and 
bring it, because there is no way that the Info Center staff or the Chairpeople have enough time to do 
all the research for everyone. But, if they still need some research from the internet for a new busi-
ness resolution, an amendment, or debating, they can send a request to the Information Center. 
 Yellow Research Request Forms can be obtained from the Chairperson. The Form needs to 
be filled out and returned to the Co-Chair who will approve and send it. The Co-Chair will make the 
decision whether or not the Request is URGENT and, if so, will attach an orange strip. URGENT 
Research Requests will be given special priority as much as possible. All other research (ROUTINE) 
is on yellow paper only.  ALL research should be for specific information and NOT require printing 
multiple pages.  

NOTE: Use of laptops and other electronics are not allowed in Committees 
for any purpose.

FROM: Committee_______________________
Country_______________________________________
TO: Committee_______________________
Country_______________________________________



99

GEMUN CHALLENGE

 Everyone interested in assisting the GEMUN process of working out new ideas for peace 
knows that old relationships of antagonism must be altered. The youth of today will be the leaders of 
tomorrow. 
 GEMUN is an opportunity to allow an entirely new type of creativity in relationships. 
Who, among the inhabitants of our planet will be willing to "see" through the "old" outworn antipa-
thies and go forward in cooperation with the spirit of peace? It could very well be some of those 
among the delegates of GEMUN! The United Nations' Charter holds the essence to model.
 Our challenge is one which has been with humanity for aeons. It is the difficult challenge 
to live in freedom, harmony and cooperation, sharing resources. It is not impossible to bring about 
a human mindset where the long sought manifestation of a world without violence will exist. The 
populace of the world must be educated to realize that the possibility is more than a dream. It will 
happen as the people of goodwill begin to mobilize a will-to-good, and refute any lesser attitudes. 
 Active goodwill has a tremendous power! It is contagious and will cut right through the fogs 
of mistrust. Since the human family has never experienced it in total, the requirement for totally new 
ways of relating must be worked out through the inspired creativity of those who will accept nothing 
less. 
 In GEMUN, it is intended that the old ways of dealing with world problems through conflict 
and argumentative debate shall be abandoned in deference to understanding compromise, coopera-
tion and dialogue among individuals and nations. 
 Little by little, the spirit of peace shall inspire and rule the hearts and minds of all humanity. 
GEMUN has the opportunity to help in bringing this about through modeling a new vision shared 
by the entire world group.

GEMUN PEACE PRIZE

“Over the years we have come to realize that it is not enough to send peacekeeping forces to 
separate warring parties. It is not enough to engage in peace-building efforts after societies have 
been ravaged by conflict. It is not enough to conduct preventive diplomacy. All of this is essential 
work, but we want enduring results. We need, in short, the culture of peace.” - Kofi Annan

 Since 2002, a Peace Prize may be presented to a Delegate at GEMUN. To all participants, if 
you notice any of the following behaviors, please call them to the Secretariat's attention:
 1.  An attitude of Goodwill toward ALL others.
 2.  Deliberate and helpful negotiating in a difficult situation.
 3.  Great cooperation with other Nations and Delegates.
 4.  Actions taken to promote Peace and to avoid conflict.
NOTE TO CHAIRPERSONS: Try to find a participant who lives up to the GEMUN Challenge!  
Please take note of any of the above and send the information to GEMUN Staff in the Information 
Center. Remember that we are looking for those who are truly making an attempt to work for peace-
ful solutions to problems, or those who are making great effort to clear up any relationships which 
are not peaceful. In other words, the Peace Prize goes to a person who truly shows a peace-loving 
heart and helps GEMUN participants feel as if they are working for a world in peace and harmony! 
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CLOSING CEREMONIES

 After Committees have adjourned, all delegates go to the Closing Ceremonies. During the 
entire Session, the Secretariat observes delegates in and out of Committees, and may choose to 
recognize some outstanding achievements. Cooperation among delegates is much more important 
than competition at GEMUN, and will determine awards (see "GEMUN Peace Prize" and "GEMUN 
Challenge" on the previous page). Outstanding Resolutions are also recognized, and included in a 
packet which may be sent to the United Nations in New York. Participation in this program is an 
outstanding achievement in itself, and a certificate for each delegate and one for the school are given 
to Sponsors at Registration.

Preamble to the Charter of the United Nations:

WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

determined
•  to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has 

brought untold sorrow to mankind, and
•  to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human per-

son, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small, and
•  to establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising from 

treaties and other sources of international law can be maintained, and
•  to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,

and for these ends
•  to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good neighbours, 

and
•  to unite our strength to maintain international peace and security, and
•  to ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the institution of methods, that armed 

force shall not be used, save in the common interest, and
•  to employ international machinery for the promotion of the economic and social advance-

ment of all peoples,

have resolved to combine our efforts to accomplish these aims.
Accordingly, our respective Governments, through representatives assembled in the city 
of San Francisco, who have exhibited their full powers found to be in good and due form, 
have agreed to the present Charter of the United Nations and do hereby establish an 
international organization to be known as the United Nations.
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